Week 3: More on Scales and Introduction to Chords
1. Review Homework (5 minutes)
· Have students share their work on previous assignments.
· Briefly review any challenges or questions.
2. More on Scales (10 minutes)
· Major Scale Formula (W-W-H-W-W-W-H)
· Explain that a major scale follows this pattern of whole (W) and half (H) steps.
· Example: C Major Scale (C - D - E - F - G - A - B - C).
· Demonstrate how this formula applies to any starting note. (D & G would be great scales to look at – it is also their homework – BUT don’t tell them)
· Changing a Major Scale into a Minor Scale
· The relative minor of a major scale starts on the 6th degree.
· Example: A Minor is the relative minor of C Major
· C Major: C - D - E - F - G - A - B - C
· A Minor: A - B - C - D - E - F - G - A
· Same notes, different starting point, which changes the tonality​.
3. Introduction to Chords (10 minutes)
· What is a Chord?
· A chord is three or more notes played together.
· The most basic type of chord is the triad, built from the 1st (root), 3rd, and 5th notes of a scale.
· Major vs. Minor Triads
· Major Triad: Root, major third, perfect fifth.
· Example: C Major (C - E - G).
· Minor Triad: Root, minor third, perfect fifth.
· Example: A Minor (A - C - E).
· The difference between major and minor chords comes from the third:
· A major third spans 4 semitones.
· A minor third spans 3 semitones​.
4. Practice Building Major Chords (5 minutes)
· Have students practice writing various chords of your choosing
· D Major (D - F# - A)
· G Major (G - B - D)
· A Major (A - C# - E)
· Push them to do more if they are getting it.
· Emphasize recognizing I, IV, V (1st, 4th, and 5th degree) chords.
5. Assign Homework
· Written Assignment:
· Write out the D Major and G Major scales.
· Build the I, IV, and V (1-4-5) chords for each.
· Reading & Video Assignments:
· Watch More on Scales (pg. 26) and read pgs. 26-31.
· Watch Introduction to Chords (pg. 32) and read pgs. 31-37.
· Watch Primary Chords (pg. 37) and read pgs. 37-39.
· Watch Sharps and Flats (pg. 40) and read pgs. 40-44.
· Watch Keys and Key Signatures (pg. 44) and read pgs. 44-54.

