Chris Fluitt - week 3
The Imago Dei: Guiding Ethical Judgment with Affirmation and Accountability

"We need parameters in conflict." (Pg 44) 
 What should those parameters be?
The assertion that "All persons are created in the image of God" encapsulates a profound theological truth with far-reaching implications and serves as the best parameter for ethical judgment. This concept, known as the Imago Dei, serves as a cornerstone of various religious and philosophical traditions, emphasizing the inherent dignity and worth of every human being. However, when faced with moral dilemmas involving victims and perpetrators, one may question how this theological idea aids in ethical judgment.
Who is this Imago Dei?
 "We live a good life in the midst of ongoing conflict by remembering that all persons are created in the image of God—the victims and the perpetrators, the resisters and the bystanders, the advocates and the apathetic." (p 44)
The Imago Dei fundamentally challenges us to recognize the divine imprint within every individual, irrespective of their actions or circumstances. As Genesis 1:27 states, "So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them" (NIV). This foundational belief underscores the equality and dignity shared by all humanity, serving as a moral compass in our ethical deliberations.
Affirmation
One way the Imago Dei aids in ethical judgment is by affirming the dignity and value of both victims and perpetrators. When confronted with wrongdoing, it is easy to reduce individuals to their actions, thereby neglecting their intrinsic worth. However, the Imago Dei challenges us to see beyond the deeds to the divine presence within each person. This recognition prompts us to answer John Paul Lederach's "dilemma of dignity: "How do I protect my/our dignity and yet recognize and acknowledge the dignity of the other?" (p 54) With this Imago Dei framework, we can affirm the humanity of both the victim, who deserves compassion and support, and the perpetrator, who retains the potential for redemption and transformation.
Accountability
Moreover, the Imago Dei compels us to hold individuals accountable for their actions while also extending grace and forgiveness. The belief that every person bears the divine image calls us to seek justice tempered with mercy, and this recognition of the Imago Dei encourages us to confront wrongdoing with a commitment to accountability and restitution while also embracing opportunities for reconciliation and restoration.
Not either/or, but both.
Applying affirmation and accountability through the Imago Dei requires a balanced approach that acknowledges the complexity of human existence. It calls us to affirm the inherent dignity of every individual, recognizing their worth as bearers of the divine image. Simultaneously, it demands that we hold individuals accountable for their actions, acknowledging the consequences of wrongdoing while also upholding their potential for growth and redemption.
A process instead of a finished product.
 "This context of conflict helps us to think differently about the image of God as part of a process of becoming rather than something we have." (p 62)
In conclusion, the Imago Dei offers a structure for ethical judgment that integrates affirmation and accountability. By recognizing the intrinsic worth of every person as bearers of the divine image, we are compelled to approach moral dilemmas with empathy, compassion, and a commitment to justice tempered with mercy to do rightly with these people of divine value. Through the application of affirmation and accountability grounded in the Imago Dei, we can navigate complex ethical situations with integrity and compassion, striving to uphold the dignity and worth of all persons.
Our parameters in conflict are affirmation and accountability with an understanding of the Imago Dei.
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