Mind Your Own Business #1

[Video, Tape Tearing]  [Crash] Oh!  Ouch.  

Welcome to week number one, all of our campuses.  Today, we are studying “Mind Your Own Business.”  Let us dive right in.  Scripture says, Proverbs 22:7, if at all of our campuses, you guys would participate, that would be awesome.  The Bible says, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is,” what?  All of our campuses, would you say it out loud, “The borrower is servant to the lender.”  One more time, what is the borrower?  Say it out loud.  “The borrower is a servant to the lender.”  The Hebrew word that is translated as servant is actually the word ebed.  Everybody say (eh’-bed).  Ebed very literally means, it means a servant.  It means a slave.  It means bondage.  If you are in debt, you are a slave to bondage.  You are in bondage.  The vast majority of Americans are in financial bondage.  We are slaves to our finances.  How do you know if you are in financial bondage?  Well, if you have ever said something like this, if you have ever thought, “Man, I would love to tithe, to give ten percent of what God trusts me with back to Him.  Or, “I would love to give beyond that, but I just can’t, because I am so afraid there won’t be enough to pay the bills.”  That is bondage.  If you have ever felt like God was calling you to do something, God is calling you to go on a mission experience, and you really, really want to go, but you don’t have the money for it … bondage.  If you have ever had “it” break again, I don’t know what your “it” that always breaks, my “it” is my air conditioner.  Breaks, breaks, breaks, breaks, breaks, breaks, breaks.  Whatever your “it” is, your car, your air conditioner, your refrigerator, whatever, if it breaks again and you don’t have the money, and you are wiggin’ out … bondage.  I hear this all the time.  Young couples come in all the time, googly eyed, “We’re in love.”  Okay?  “All the love songs on the radio make sense.  We want to get married, but we don’t have enough money.”  Bondage.  Young couple gets married.  “We want to start a family.  We believe children are a blessing from the Lord, but we can’t afford these blessings.”  Bondage.  “We’ve got two kids.  We’d love three, but we don’t have the money.”  Bondage.  People will say, “My wife would give anything to be at home with the kids, but she can’t.  She has to work.  We both have to work.  We don’t have a choice.”  Bondage.  The borrower is ebed, slave, in bondage to the lender.  Financial bondage hurts.  So does falling over a chair when your hands are tied to the little thing.  That hurts really bad, I have to tell you.  If I look like I am moving slowly today, I think I broke a rib.  I really do.  You say, “Have you gone to the doctor to get an X-ray?”  I called my doctor and he said it doesn’t matter if it is broken, bruised, or whatever.  You still can’t do anything, so why waste the money?  Okay?  If you actually want to see the raw footage of what happened, I can show you that.  If you listen carefully, there is a part where you can hear me actually say something to indicate I think this might have been a stupid thing midway through my fall.  Here’s how it went.  

[video] This is relatively safe.  If not, this is a great out take later.  Tell me when.  Ok, go for it.  [Crash]  Uh, ooh, ugh, ooooh, really bad.  Ahhwww.  Ouw.  Ohhh.  It got my ribs.  Can’t breathe.  Ouch.  Don’t hit me.  Don’t touch me.  Don’t touch me.  Ouch.  
Don’t make me laugh.  It was … it was, don’t make me laugh, sneeze, or cough.  The thing that really ministers to me is that my close friends with me were laughing their brains off, and then my church family laughs.  Just don’t make me laugh.  

Why, why are we going to spend this week and three weeks to come talking about money?  Let me tell you why.  Jesus said this, Matthew 6:21.  All of our campuses, help me out.  Jesus said, “For where your,” what?  Say it out loud, He said, “For where your treasure is, there your,” what?  “There your heart is also.”  We saw on the opening video some horrifying stats, one of which is very, very true.  I found it in many different places sorting this truth last year, the average American spent $1.22 for every $1.00 they earned.  Let that sink in.  One dollar and twenty-two cents for every one dollar earned.  Let that sink in.  First thing you need to understand is, that boat won’t float for long.  Second, what we need to understand is, if that is you, what that tells you is very plainly that your treasure is in this world.  I want you to think about this.  If we live in the most prosperous country on planet earth, and yet, we cannot live within our means and we need more than what we make, thinking that will make us happy, our treasure is in this world.  If our treasure is there, our heart is there as well, and that is a problem if we call ourselves Christ Followers.  

Why talk about money in church?  Let me just tell you some things you may not know.  The parables of Jesus, the little stories He told, two-thirds of them, sixty-six percent of the parables Jesus told deal directly with finances and possessions.  In the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, one in ten verses deal directly with money.  In all of scripture, over twenty-three hundred verses talk about money.  That is five times as many that talk about prayer.  That’s five times as many that talk about faith.  Managing wisely God’s resources is a profoundly spiritual topic, and we are going to talk about money.  What is the big problem today?  Well, the big problem is, the big majority of us as Americans, we bought into some financial lies.  For example, all of our campuses, how many of you say you hope that your children end up better off one day than you do.  How many of you would say that?  I do.  The challenge is for our kids now days is, when our kids become twenty-five, they try to obtain the same lifestyle that their parents took thirty years of adulthood to obtain, and they will do it with debt.  They will leverage themselves out the wazoo to live like their parents live now after thirty years of progress.  Other lies that we buy into besides thinking that we deserve that, we think that there are certain things that without them, we will never be happy.  I know people today who honestly believe, without a flat screen plasma HD television, they won’t be happy.  They can’t be happy.  We’ve got to have two televisions.  I’ve got eight people in my family.  We have one that works in our whole house, and guess what?  We are still happy.  People believe that they have to have these things to be happy.  It’s a lie.  

The funny thing is, the very thing that most people want, that they believe will make them happy, think about it.  The iPod.  Most of these things weren’t even around five years ago.  The very things that we think we need to be happy didn’t even exist five years ago.  Other lies.  There’s millions of them.  One of them is, you are always going to have a car payment.  You just always going to have a car payment.  You are always going to have a car payment.  That is the truth if you believe it, because that will be a self-fulfilling prophecy, but it shouldn’t be true at all.  One of the most foolish places ever is to leverage yourself on a depreciating asset that drops twenty percent when you drive it off the lot.  What happened is, businesses for years have been very successfully marketing debt, and they have succeeded at convincing a generation of Americans to feel good about being in bondage.  “Got another credit card in the mail.  Praise God.”  God didn’t send that credit card!  I don’t know about you, but it makes me mad.  I am honestly sick and tired of seeing great people, God’s people hurting, fighting, miserable, buying more, thinking that will bring happiness, when they are just cutting their throats even more with financial pressure.  I’m sick of it.  Makes me mad.  If you are mad about it in your own life, can you give me a mad face.  All of our campuses, give me a mad face.  Just kind of give me a mad face.  Just give me a mad face.  You see, that’s the problem.  You are not mad.  You are just looking at me like this is normal.  You’re not mad.  Just normal.  Just another day.  You know what normal is?  Normal is a student loan payment.  That’s normal.  Normal is credit card payments.  Normal.  Normal is car payments.  Normal.  Normal is house payments.  Normal.  Sick and tired of normal.  I am mad that the church of Jesus Christ hurts, hurts financially.  Can’t give generously, not just at church, but everywhere.  Can’t make decisions with freedom, because it’s all financially related.  Makes me mad.  I hope you get mad.  I really do, because that will motivate you to do something about it.  

All of our campuses, question.  How many of you have a business?  Do you have your own business?  Got your own business?  A few of you.  Let me help change a thought process for just a minute.  Here is our key thought.  If you are taking notes, write this down.  Key thought.  God has given every single one of you a business.  Every single one of you.  What do you mean, Craig?  I have listed for you a couple of parables and stories Jesus told.  I want you to read them, and I want you to see this principle in play.  One is the parable of the shrewd managers, what many call, one is call the parable of the wise and the foolish stewards.  And what you will see in these parables is the overriding driving principle that God owns all of it, and God loves you and trusts you to manage His resources.  In a very real sense, you are a manager of God’s business.  And then, guess what?  He loves to reward faithful business managers.  He loves to.  Read the scriptures.  He loves to give more to those who are faithful.  Read the scriptures.  To those who are unfaithful, He takes it away from them.  When you start to see your finances as God’s business, it will radically change everything the way you do.  Embrace that change of a mindset.  

Now, here’s a question.  Why do the majority of small businesses fail?  Read any articles, and they will tell you, it is because the majority of all small businesses don’t plan, so what we are going to do in this series is this.  We are going to devise our own personal business plan, and I am going to tell you where we are going to go in the upcoming three weeks.  We are going to develop our own personal business plan.  I like what J. C. Penney said.  J. C. Penney said this, he said, the man said, “Give me a store clerk with a goal, and I will give you a person who will change the world.  But, give me a person without a goal, and I’ll show you a store clerk.”  We are going to sit and seek God and hear from God, and live according to the plan that God gives us to manage His business.  Proverbs 21:5, if you could at all of our campuses, help me out.  Would you guys say this?  The Bible says, “The,” what?  Say it out loud, “The plans,” okay, you guys at our video experiences, you can do much better than that.  It is no fun without you.  Say it out loud, “The plans of the diligent lead to,” what?  They lead to “profit as surely as haste,” what does it lead to?  “Poverty.”  Planning, seeking God, leads to prosperity, and blessings and profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.  Why do the majority of our personal businesses fail?  Because we don’t plan.  We are going to set a plan.  Here’s your one assignment for the week, very, very simple.  Your one assignment for the week is to define your vision, your chazown, Hebrew for vision.  

What is God calling you to be about?  Let me give you an illustration that will help you think along these lines.  All of our campuses, if you guys could participate, let’s play a little game.  I’ll throw a scenario out, you participate.  Let’s say that I had the ability to offer you a job in a different city, doing basically the same work that you are doing now.  The first job that I am going to offer you, you are going to make $120.00 extra a year.  Okay?  Do the math.  It’s $10.00 a month.  How many of you would say, “I will move to a new city doing the same thing for $10.00 extra a month.”  How many of you say, “I’m in.  I’m in.  Whooah whoo.”  Okay.  Nobody.  Let me raise the offer.  Let’s make it interesting.  What if you got $1,200 bucks extra year?  Now, that’s some real money, a hundred bucks extra a month.  How many of you would say, “I think I might be a taker.  I might take that, might take that”?  Okay, let me raise it even higher.  This one is going to be tough to say no to, $12,000 a year.  Okay, now we’re talking some dough, okay?  A thousand bucks a month.  What could you do with it?  How many of you would say, “For twelve grand a year, I think I’ll move to a new city.”?  Twelve grand a year, we’ve got some takers!  Okay?  You guys should have held out.  I’m about to offer the big bucks.  What if I could offer you, now check this out, a hundred and twenty “K” a year, ten grand a month.  You are well into six figures, a hundred and twenty grand above what you are making now, ten grand a month, you move into a new city.  How many of you say, “I’m going, baby, bye bye.”  Almost every hand goes up in the place.  

Okay, let me just tell you something, and I’ll tell you this very humbly.  There are churches across America much smaller than this one, much smaller, in one easy-to-manage single location that would gladly pay me that much more than I’m making today if I went and pastored those churches.  I’m don’t say that to brag, that’s just the hard core facts.  I’m thinking, with six kids, I should probably take that and leave for the money.  How many of you think that’s a good idea?  [laughter]  Wait just a cottin’ pickin’, two-standard moment.  How come the heck you can sell out and leave here for the money, but I can’t?  “ ’Cause you’re the preacher.”  Now, let me just say up front that my family is very well cared for in this church, and you couldn’t drag me away from here for 10 million a year, period.  There is nothing on the table.  Never, ever go … ever, ever.  You can’t, could not lure me away from here, but I want you to ask why it is okay for you to go and not for me.  Because, are you really going to insult yourself so much to say that I shouldn’t be bought, but you have a price?  

What’s your mission?  What’s your mission?  You want to be drive by God’s mission for you, not by dollars, because the bottom line is friends, scripture says, you cannot love God and money.  You want to be driven and led by God, not by dollars.  What’s your vision.  Let me tell you ours.  This is a little bit risky because, everybody wants to know the preacher’s money stuff.  Well, I’m just going to tell you, I’m going to give you more detail than you probably want to know, but here’s the truth.  When Amy and I got married, I was twenty-three.  She was twenty, and we had a vision to never let finances limit our ministry.  We would never have to say, “Well, we can’t go because you can’t pay enough.”  That was our vision.  When I was nineteen, I actually bought my first home.  I bought a home when I was a sophomore in college for $11,900, a very inexpensive home.  I put all my fraternity brothers in it.  They paid me more money than my payment was, and I thought to myself, “You guys, stupid, and I’m smart,” and so I was making money.  And I bought another house, and by the time I was twenty, I had a hand full of little houses all under $20,000 in a very rough neighborhood.  Amy and I got married, and our full-time salary was $12,000 a year, no benefits above that, when we started in the ministry.  In the first five years, it went up to $24,000 and that is what I was making five years into it.  And so, we bought our first home together, and our first home cost $30,000.  Not $125,000 like most people buy at the age of 25, thirty thousand dollars.  We took all of the money from the rent homes and within two years, we paid off that little home.  We lived more modestly than you could ever imagine.  Okay?  Two hundred thousand miles on our cars, those were like new cars to us.  You know, old clothes, never ate out.  We lived freakishly.  Bought a bigger house, and at the age of 28, we sold all the rent houses, used the money off of that, and we became completely debt-free.  No car payment, house payment, student loan payment, nothing.  Completely debt free.  

Now, what did that do?  Guess what I did at the age of 28.  I started this church because that is what God called me to do, and I didn’t need a guaranteed income to do it, because we didn’t have the expenses.  We were fulfilling the vision.  We were able to take very, very little money and give the majority of it back to build the church, because we weren’t tied to money.  We were not in bondage.  Now, honestly, I will tell you, we have been faithful and God has blessed us beyond anything I could ever imagine.  We are so stinking blessed, it scares me.  Now, our giving goals, instead of 10% being a starting goal, our, two, twenty percent and up before taxes is where we are this year, and next year, we hope to be better.  We are able to give over 20% before taxes, and that is an amazing thing.  Okay?  We are driven to give.  And we are going to give, and we are going to give, and we are going to give.  There’s another thing we are doing, and that is, we don’t have a house payment.  So guess what we are doing with our house payment?  We are investing it.  Why?  Because, part of our vision is one day to do ministry without receiving a salary.  That’s what we want to do.  I would love to be able to say to our church in the last ten years of ministry, “You know what?  This one’s on me.  You know, God’s been so good to us, I don’t want any more money, and we’ve been investing for a long time and we can do this,” and that is a vision driven philosophy.  What is your vision?  Better not be that, but it better be something God calls you to do.  

You.  What’s your vision?  Could be that you really have a vision for your kids to have Christian education, so you are not normal.  Everybody thinks normal is, you drive a $30,000 car with leather on your butt, but you don’t care about leather on your butt.  You’ll take cloth on your butt, and you may be so in love with your kids having Christian education, you don’t even have a window in your car that does this … zzzzzziiiiippppp.  You’ve got one of those really tough kinds that goes dup dup dup du dupdu, because that’s consistent with your vision.  Your vision that God has given you.  Maybe you’re a weirdo today and believe that your children should be raised by you, and not in daycare.  That’s weird.  That’s very different, and so you want … your wife wants to stay at home.  It’s not for everybody.  Maybe it’s for you, so you live in this tiny, little cramped in home so you can fulfill that vision, and you are joyful to do it, because it’s your vision.  It is not some else’s.  Or, maybe your vision is both of you to work for three years so you can be debt free forever.  That’s your vision.  Or, maybe you are not married, and you love to give, and so you take in three roommates, so your expenses go down, so your ability to give goes up.  That’s your vision.  What’s your vision?  What’s yours.  Define it.  Seek God.  Then, you don’t move to a new city for money unless, maybe, your vision is to live so simply that you can give so much, and then a hundred and twenty grand gives you the ability to give more.  What’s your vision?  It is a vision driven decision, not a selfishly motive financial decision.  What’s your vision.  

Here’s what I hope.  I hope that Romans 13:8 becomes part of your vision, but let me just say for the record, being in debt is not a sin.  Being in debt is dangerous.  House debt is probably the wisest debt.  Some business debt is good to leverage and help your business.  Too much debt is always dangerous.  Consumer debt will, and is, taking you out.  The Bible says this.  I hope this is part of your vision.  “Let no,” what?  Say it out loud, “Let no debt,” Say it again, “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to,” do what?  “To love one another.”  Wouldn’t it be great to not have a debt to anyone except for God to love people?  I want you to visualize this, and I want you to feel it, and I want you to have the hope and the passion to believe that this is possible, because it is, especially those of you that are young and haven’t dug yourself into a deep hole yet.  You make some wise decisions for a few years, you are free forever.  Imagine this.  No more student loan payments.  Imagine what it would feel like not having that hanging over your head ever again.  Imagine no car payment, ever.  Amy and I have never made one car payment.  Imagine that.  We make them to ourselves, and let them gain interest, and pay cash for them.  Imagine never paying that to a bank ever again.  Never.  Imagine that.  Imagine no credit card payment.  You pull out the plastic.  It is just convenient.  End of the month, whoop, “Paid it off”.  Imagine that.  No credit card balance at 19% kicking your butt daily.  

Imagine this.  Imagine no house payment.  What could you do?  Now, right now, a lot of you just glazed over.  [laughing]  “The electric bill’s due and I don’t have the money.  What are you talking about?  No house payment?  It’s impossible.”  It is not impossible.  A few years of discipline and hard work, and it is possible.  You save up.  You put 20% down on a house, put it on a 15-year note.  You’ve got no car payments.  You pay a little extra.  You are debt free in seven years.  Your house is paid for.  It is possible.  It is possible, and it is one of the most freeing things that you could ever imagine.  But, you have got to be weird.  You can’t be normal.  Normal is fighting, and hurting, and worrying, and stress, and panic, and materialism.  That’s normal, and normal makes me mad.  It’s your choice.  I want to be weird.  Those of you that want to go with me, I want to invite you there, and we are going to be different as a church.  We are going to set up a business plan, and here is what we are going to do.  In this series, we are going to offer Podcasts during the week to add additional teaching, and we are going to throw more resources available to you than you could imagine.  We are going to form class.  We are going to get crazy.  We are going to attack this, and we are going to be free.  Here is what we are going to do in this series.  If you are taking notes, we are going to develop our cash flow plan.  We are going to create a budget.  We are going to plan to lower overhead.  Too much debt is taking you out.  We are going to eliminate debt.  We are going to plan for down times.  What does that mean?  We are going to save.  One guy asked his buddy, “Hey, how much do you have in the bank?”  He said, “I don’t know.  I haven’t shaken it in a while.”  Tinkle, tinkle.  We are going to do better than that.  We are going to save.  We are going to develop our investment strategy because, there’s two ways to make money.  There’s people making money, and there’s money making money.  My money, right now, is working.  It is invested.  It is working right now.  And then, as you are faithful, let me tell you what is going to happen.  Read the scripture.  As you are faithful, God will bless you.  Read the scripture.  God will bless you, and one day, you will wake up with no debt and have more than you could ever imagine, and your great challenge is going to be, “Man, how much do we blow on ourselves?” which is okay to enjoy the blessings.  And, how much do we give, and how much do we change future generations?  So, we are going to plan profit sharing, profit sharing.  We are going to give like crazy when God blesses our business.  We are going to give, and give, and give, and give, and give.  Ten percent, like the laughable starting point, we are going to talk 20%, 30%.  I know a guy that gives 90%, and the 10% he has left over is more than I could even imagine living off of, God has blessed him so much.  

How are we going to get there?  Hard, stinking work.  Sacrifice, discipline, faithfulness, consistency.  Dave Ramsey, if you’ve never heard of him, please do.  He’s probably the most well-known teacher on the subject, strong Christian man, friend of mine, and he is letting us use his resources.  He calls it gazelle intensity.  If you have ever seen a gazelle chased by a lion, what is the gazelle have?  Intensity.  Right?  The dude is going to get away.  The gazelle gets all these moves.  You know, these little [blowing, movements, laughing]  I just take on the camera?  Well, if I didn’t have like a broken rib, I’d be so intense no camera could catch me.  That’s what we are going to get.  We are going to get gazelle intense.  The gazelle is running for his life.  You are fighting for yours.  Proverbs 6:5, “Free yourself, like a,” what?  “Free yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter.”  Proverbs 22:7 is where we started, and there we will finish.  One more time.  All of our campuses, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is,” what?  “The borrower is a slave, is in bondage, is a servant to the lender,” and we, as followers of Christ, will not have our hearts in this world.  We will not be a servant or a slave to anyone or anything but Jesus Christ.  Let no debt remain outstanding, except a continual debt to love one another.  What’s your vision?  Get it, embrace it, seek God for it, and live according to it.  

All of our campuses, let’s pray.  “Father, we ask that Your Holy Spirit would minister to us, through us.  Make us wise business managers, managing Your resources for Your glory.  

All of our campuses, today as we pray, some of you are motivated.  Others of you are going, “Oh, gosh.  Where do I start.”  No matter what’s happened in the past, no matter how difficult things seem right now, hear this as God speaking to you.  He’s the God of the universe.  There is no problem too big for Him.  He loves you and is trusting you to manage His resources.  He will help.  What we are going to do, we are going to seek Him.  We are going to ask Him for His help, and we are going to trust His principles.  

All of our campuses, those of you who say, “You know what?  I desire to wisely manage God’s resources for His glory.  I want to be, one day, debt free.  I want God to say, ‘Well done.’  I want to honor Him as a good manager.  I don’t want to be driven by the things of this world.  I want to live and manage His resources to please Him.”  That’s your prayer today, at all of our campuses, would you lift your hands high.  Lift them up high.  Oh, praise God.  Hands all over.  “God, I ask that the power of Your Spirit would change our hearts and our minds that we would see ourselves as managing Your resources, Your manager, wanting to please You, God.  God, first of all, I thank You that we will honor You with the tithe, ten percent of everything You trust us with, we give back joyfully to You, not even knowing how we are going to make it, God, oftentimes, but knowing that that opens the doors for the windows of Heaven for You to pour out blessings that, God, You rebuke the devourer according to Your word for those who tithe.  God, we start with generosity, open hands giving to You.  Then, God, we will follow Your principles.  Not the principles of a broke, indebted world, but God, we will follow You.  God, help us be different.  Help us to be weird.  Not to be normal, but to follow You.  God, give Your people vision.  Give them hope.  Vision as to what is possible.  We will not be driven by how much can we make.  We will be driven and led by Your Spirit.”  This is what God is calling us to do.  “Set us free so we can always say yes when You call us, God.  Set your people free.  God, we commit to start on this journey today following You.”  

Still praying, all of our campuses, let’s talk about another kind of debt.  There is another kind of debt that every single one of us have.  It’s called sin debt.  Scripture says very, very clearly that all of us, every single one of us have sinned, and we fall short of the standard of God.  What is the penalty for that?  Death.  Scripture says, “The wages of sin is death.”  That’s what we earn.  That’s what we deserve.  Eternal death.  Yes.  God is good.  Yes.  God is love.  God, please hear me, is also just, and for those who do not find life His way, they will one day stand before God.  It is known as the great white throne of judgment, and God will judge them according to their works, and their works will not be good enough.  God is love, and God is just, and He will send those who did not know Him away into eternal damnation.  A very real place the Bible calls hell.  God is just and He is love.  In the Old Testament, you would be made right with God by faith through a temporary sacrificial system, maybe an innocent lamb was slain.  In the New Testament, God in His goodness sent His Son, known as the lamb of God.  Jesus, the sinless Son, who was slain in the most brutal, horrific death on the cross that you could ever imagine.  Not for fun.  Not so that He could just do it.  So that we could be covered, so that our sin debt could be paid for by the shed blood of Jesus Christ.  There are those of you, you worry about where you stand with God.  You better worry.  If you are not in a relationship following God’s Son, Jesus.  Not matter what you have done, here’s the good news.  No matter how bad you’ve been, no matter how big your sin debt is, in a moment, by faith in Jesus, it can be paid for.  Scripture says you are never, ever right with God by being religious, by being good enough, or by eliminating bad things.  You are only right with Him through faith in Jesus Christ.  Now, call on Him.  Ask Him.  Throw yourself on His mercy for forgiveness and He will give it to you.  You will become brand new.  All of your sin will be gone, but that’s not all there is.  You’re not just taking Jesus as some get-out-of-hell-free card.  There’s so much more to it than that.  Jesus want to be your Lord.  Here is what scripture says.  You call on Him, you belong to Him.  Here’s what the Bible says.  You are purchased by the blood that He shed.  That means for the rest of your life, you are devoted to following Him.  

All of our campuses, there are those of you, you are aware of your sin debt.  Today, you call on the name of Jesus.  “Jesus, save me, but not only save me, take all of me.  I surrender wholly to You.  Be the Lord of my life.  I want to follow You and devote the rest of my existence on earth to being a fully devoted follower of Christ.  Take all of me today.”  That’s your prayer, at all of our campuses, lift your hands right now.  All the campuses, high.  Leave them up all over the place.  Just leave them up.  Let me acknowledge you.  Both of you right here in the middle section, both of you guys right here, that’s awesome.  Congratulations.  Ma’am, wipe those tears away.  On the middle section right over there, leave them up and just let me acknowledge you eye-to-eye.  Ma’am, right over here.  Right there, sweetheart.  God bless you.  Sir, right over here.  Ma’am, both hands up over here.  Others of you.  Right back there toward the back.  Way back there.  God bless you.  Over on this side.  Let me just come find you.  Big smile.  Way to go.  Ma’am, right here.  Ma’am, right here.  God bless you.  Right back over here in this section.  God bless you, ma’am.  Right back there toward the back.  Others of you saying, “Yes.  I surrender.”  Sir, right back over here, hand lifted high.  God bless you.  On my far right.  Others of you saying yes.  Right back over here.  A man being born into the family of God.  Thank you.  Others of you.  Way back over there.  On this side.  Awesome!  Others of you, “Yes, Jesus, take over.  Save me.  Change me.”  

Pray with those around you.  Pray, “Heavenly Father, take my whole life.  Forgive me for my massive sin debt.  Jesus, save me.  Because You died for me, I desire to live for You.  Fill me with Your spirit.  Empower me to serve You for the rest of my life.  Thank You for new life.  Now take all of mine.  In Jesus’ name I pray.”     
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