Chris Fluitt
Annotated Ecumenical Directory

About Redemption-

We are a nondenominational church plant in Plano Tx.
We currently rent space from a Disciples of Christ Church for our Sunday evening worship gatherings.

Being nondenominational and unaffiliated does have its benefits. We feel like we can work with anyone!  
      
Three congregation(s) not within your denomination. At least one must be of a racial/ethnic majority or language different than your congregation;

Disciples Christian Church – Plano, Tx (DOC)
We rent space from this Church and consider ourselves partners with them. This is a church in decline, and we offer to help upkeep the facility. (We have changed out lighting, cleaned cluttered storage, helped fix AC unit, yardwork)
I hope to have more ministry ventures together beyond our own congregations and into the Plano community. 

We are already working together, but there is room for more growth in this area. 
Ex: Helping their elderly members upkeep their home.
Collaborating on a world mission project.
Contact – Pastor DeAnna Golsan
FB - https://www.facebook.com/deanna.golsan
Phone – 214-597-4543 (Personal Cell)

We are joining DCC on our first joint project called “Adam’s Animals.”
We will collect, donate, and deliver new stuffed animals to local hospitals in North Dallas. The toys will specifically go to children fighting cancer.

In our work together we will also interact with businesses and other faith communities in the area. (including 1 mosque).
 

Kingdom Fellowship Church – Mansfield, Tx  (Nondenominational)
Planting fall 2024.

Racial majority differs from Redemption Church. (Predominately African American congregation)
I met Aaron Harris while working on staff at a Church in South Dallas. (I actually officiated his wedding.) I have always loved his heart for the unchurched and his willingness to be untraditional.
As a Church plant ourselves, the future planting of a Church is near and dear to our heart. Perhaps we could help meet some of his needs (ex: provide signage for his new space, help with tech set up, or help him with a local service project that will minister to people as well as make his Church visible.)
Contact - Pastor Aaron Harris
FB - https://www.facebook.com/aharris1984
Phone – 214-669-5201
We have donated some tech equipment to Kingdom Fellowship to help them with their launch date of September 1st as well as donated to their back-to-school local service project held last Sunday.


Grace Church – Little Elm, Tx  (Pentecostal)
Planted in 2018.
I met the bi-vocational pastor recently at a Plano chamber of commerce meeting. I am hopeful that we may work together in ministry efforts. He expressed an interest in the growing homeless population. This is a growing concern in North Dallas. The nearest shelter is in South Dallas. Perhaps we could work together to provide food, clothes, and rides.
It might be wild fun to have a worship gathering together.
Contact – Pastor Joshua Youngblood.
Phone - 469-525-3532

Bight City Ministries – Marbel Falls, Tx (Non-denominational)
This brave pastor planted a Church in 2020 in a growing town called Marble Falls. He is my cousin, and I love his zeal for God and people.
His Church cares greatly about cancer patients and helping people at the southern border. 
Cancer- His church makes prayer blankets and sends them to cancer patients. We might could help with this and give thought to connecting people to counseling and in house care.
Southern Border – Jerod has thought about connecting with Churches along both sides of the Southern border. The goal would be to help these churches provide more care to the migrants in their community.
Contact – Pastor Jerod Breakiron
Phone - 512-799-5108 (Cell)
FB: https://www.facebook.com/jerod.breakiron.9
The weekend of August 4th I met with Bright City leadership about a joint venture along the Southern border. We are connecting with a Church in El Paso that ministers to immigrants on both sides of the border – Iglesia Christiana Pentecostes. We will start donating towards this effort and connecting with other churches as well. 

We are also discussing a mission trip to the border.   

At least one local or area faith-based charitable, missional, or social/racial justice organization;
Minnie’s Food Pantry – Plano, Tx
https://minniesfoodpantry.org/
Contact: Cheryl Jackson or Erica Simons
Phone - 972-596-0253 
Minnie’s served over 3 million meals in 2023.
We have in the last year offered service days through this food pantry. Our next service day is August 17th. It is a great way to get people to activate their faith and come face to face with the community.
Minnie’s has the most successful drive through grocery store I have ever seen. They are always needing volunteers and donations.
Cheryl Jackson told me this week about the Empowerment Center programs that promote financial literacy, health, and wellness, nutrition, job skills training, resume building, Microsoft classes, how-to training, and hands-on learning opportunities. This is something we will learn more about. We know people who need this empowerment center and we may be able to support and serve within it.

We are serving along side other churches this Saturday at Minnie’s. I will try to make contact with the leadership of these churches. Together we may be able to do something big like donate a refrigerated food truck.

At least one state or regional council of churches or ecumenical body;
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance (Dallas)
theimadallas.com/
FB https://www.facebook.com/imadallas/
imadallastx@gmail.com
Phone: 214-349-7701
The IMA is a 400 member ecumenical alliance in Dallas. The major focus of the organization is political activism, supporting local pastors and leaders, and providing scholarships for the next generation of leaders. 

Although not expressly stated on their website or FB, IMA is a majority African American group. Being a part of the IMA would be an opportunity for diversity and inclusion. 
I have liked their FB page and sent them a message asking for more information. (I have not yet heard back) 

Real transparency here – I am not wild about political activism. I am not sure if that would be something I would feel comfortable taking part in. (I have a personal conviction about never using the platform of Christ to promote a political party) I received your comments about this subject, but I am still in process, as is my Church plant.
We could talk about contributing to a scholarship fund and further pursue dialogue that breaks down racial divide. The Suburb of Plano would benefit from hearing how our brothers and sisters in South Dallas may be facing hardship. This is something we could gladly pursue. 

I received a message back telling me about the IMA’s “St Jude Sunday of Hope” where they raised nearly $2,000. Although I work in Plano, they would love for me to come to their next meeting, although it is not yet scheduled. They are also reeiving scholarship applications for Spring 2025 and would welcome a donation.

Xponent Ministries
I ran into an ecumenical group at my favorite diner. They were a group of Baptists, Methodists, non-denoms, etc. and were very welcoming. They are working together to provide simple discipleship training to plant churches overseas. They emphasized working together in the areas we agree and not denominal differences. (This reminded me of our class focus.)

They have held trainings in Congo & Kenya and recently started training in the Philippines. These training courses have facilitated the planting of over 100 churches.  
The people being reached by this organization are BIPOC.

https://www.facebook.com/dan.wilson.35513
wilsondanl@tx.rr.com
214-418-3902

At least one BIPOC organization;
Kerala Ecumenical Christian Fellowship (KECF)
KECF is an ecumenical organization of several Indian Christian Churches in the Dallas area. The org consists of Malankara orthodox, Marthoma, CSI Malankara Jacobite, Syro Malabar catholic, Khanaya catholic, Khanaya Jacobite, some Evangelical churches. (I have a lot to learn about the Indian culture as well as variations of the Christian faith like Orthodox and Catholic)
I am still learning more about this BIPOC organization. I have emailed to learn more, liked the FB page, and signed up for their newsletter. At this point I do not see that they have any events planned for the year. (They often do often hold Christmas celebrations)

We often hear about natural disasters and emergencies on the other side of the globe with little clue as how to help. Through this organization we may have outlets to render aid within India. I would be very interested in this information although I am not sure it is something this organization does regularly.

Additionally, we may break down some barriers by fellowshipping, worshipping, and serving together with DFW which boasts a growing Indian population. 
Contact: Alex Alexander
Phone: 214-289-9192
FB: https://www.facebook.com/KECFDallas/
I spoke with Alex and he informed me of KECF’s next worship gathering this Saturday evening. I am not able to attend because of our service day at Minnie’s food pantry. They are planning a Christmas worship gathering that he will invite me to attend. 

At least one global ecumenical organization;
WCC - Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance
Contact - Dr Manoj Kurian
Email - mku@wcc-coe.org
This alliance has a “Food for Life” campaign that attracted me. It promotes sustainable food systems through policy and practice. It would be good to learn how to embrace this at home and abroad. 

The ecumenical officer or contact person of your denomination—the President of the Christian Unity and Interfaith Ministry (Council on Christian Unity), if your denomination is the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
President of the Christian Unity and Interfaith Ministry (Council on Christian Unity) (Disciples of Christ)
Rev. Seung Un (Paul) Tche 
(317) 713-2585

I had the pleasure of meeting Paul briefly at his presentation on ecumenism in 2023 at Brite School of Divinity. He was personable as well as knowledgeable. It would be great to learn more about the current ecumenical efforts in the DOC.

Community Regional Minister for Reconciliation and Anti-Racism (DOC Southwest Region)
Rev. Alfred Walker
alwalker@ccsw.org
I reached out to Reverend Alfred in pursuing BIPOC organizations. I have not yet heard back from him, but I hope that he will be a future resource and have included him in this directory.
Rev. Al recommended the NAACP nearest to Plano. I have followed the on Facebook and will look for opportunities to dialogue, support, learn.
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