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INTRODUCTION

This study was created to help you, your class, or small group understand more
about Creation. To help you in your study, we will look at Genesis, as well as a
variety of books from the Old and New Testaments. These Scriptures will help you
understand what the Bible has to say about the beginning.

THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL

Jesus is God's Son. He is the way to the Father, and He is the Savior of the world.
Through faith in Jesus we are given the great gifts of forgiveness and eternal life
with God.The sinsthatseparate us from God and harm our relationships with others
are forgiven through the sacrifice of Jesus, who died on the cross, was buried, and
rose again on the third day. He overcame death and invites His disciples to follow
Him, not only in how we live our lives on earth, but also in how we will overcome
death to live forever in heaven. These are all things we have been told and can be
sure of (see John 3:16; Acts 4:12; Romans 5:10, 10:9).

STUDYING FOR WISDOM AND GUIDANCE

Genesis is the most important written book in history. It is the foundation of all
things and reveals virtually everything we need to know about God and humanity's
relationship to God. Our prayer is for this material to guide you to a deeper
understanding of God's plan for His creation and your role as a Christian. We are
confident the Holy Spirit will teach you as you pursue Christ in the Scriptures, and
Verse By Verse Ministry International stands ready to assist you in your journey of
discovering the full counsel of God’s Word.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES

It's helpful to have an idea of where you would like to go before setting off on a
journey. In that spirit, we've created a few overarching goals for participants in this
study.

Our goals for you in this study are:

1. To obtain a foundational knowledge of the Bible's teaching on Creation;
2.To gain confidence in your ability to understand Creation;
3. To grow in your relationship with Jesus through a study of His Word;

4. And to live a more Christ-like life in response to what you learn.

OUTLINE OF LESSONS

Each lesson follows the same format consisting of these eight sections:

£

PRAYER: Begin every lesson with prayer, inviting God to open your eyes, ears,
and hearts to see what He wants to teach you through His Word.

REVIEW: Discuss a few review questions as you begin so you or your group
can recall what you've already learned as a foundation for new learning.

VIDEO: Watch the video provided for each lesson. Each video is about twenty
minutes long.

DISCUSSION: Record your observations and share them with your group (if
applicable). You may not have time to cover every question, so focus on the
questions that most interest you or your group.

APPLICATION: Each lesson leads to application. We want you and your group
to find yourself in the text by appreciating how the Bible is offering guidance
for your life.

PRAYER: End your study time in prayer, thanking the Lord for His Word and
any insights you were given in that day’s lesson. Ask the Lord for the faith and
courage to follow Jesus and to live out what you have learned.

HOMEWORK: Optional homework tasks are provided if you want to study in
more depth before the next lesson.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: We offer references to more study materials
available from our comprehensive online study library at vbvmi.org.



OVERVIEW OF LESSONS

LESSON 1
In The Beginning
Genesis 1:1-2

5] video 1 (19:36)

LESSON 2

Creation Day 1
Genesis 1:3-5

] video 2 (23:30)

LESSON 3
Creation Day 2
Genesis 1:6-8

] video 3 (8:01)

LESSON 4
Creation Day 3
Genesis 1:9-13

=] video 4 (15:36)

LESSON 5
Creation Day 4

Genesis 1:14-19
5] video 5 (19:44)
LESSON 6

Creation Day 5
Genesis 1:20-23

] video 6 (11:37)

LESSON 7
Creation Day 6 Part |
Genesis 1:24-25

(] video 7 (17:06)

LESSON 8
Creation Day 6 Part i
Genesis 1:26-30

(] video 8 (15:21)

LESSON 9
Creation Day 7
Genesis 2:1-3

(] video 9 (12:32)

LESSON 10
Human Life
Genesis 2:4-7

(=] video 10 (16:27)

LESSON 11

The Trees
Genesis 2:8-9; 15-17

(™5 video 11 (18:15)
LESSON 12

Adam and Eve
Genesis 2:18-25

(5] video 12 (27:13)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS

If you are studying in a small group, your group leader/facilitator will determine
how you will use this material. Depending on meeting length, group interests, and
otherfactors, yourleader may skip some sections of each lesson, assign homework,
or make other changes to suit your group’s needs. Nevertheless, we encourage
all students to read through every question, especially in the Application section.

ACCESSING CREATION VIDEOS

Part of each group meeting time is devoted to viewing a short teaching video
featuring Stephen Armstrong. This video is an essential part of each lesson. All
videos are available via streaming over the Internet at www.creationgroupstudy.org
as well as in the Videos section of the VBVMI website (www.vbvmi.org/videos).
Videos are also available for viewing through our mobile apps and on the VBVMI
AppleTV app.

If you have access to a reliable internet connection at your group meeting location,
we recommend connecting a laptop computer, tablet, or smartphone directly to
a larger screen (i.e., a TV) and streaming the videos from the Internet during class
time.

In cases where an Internet connection is not available, you may download the
videos to your device ahead of time. Then simply play each week’s video using
the copy stored on your device. (Please note all videos are protected by copyright
and are free for viewing and distribution but may not be sold or altered.)

In caseswhere itis not possible to view the videos during class time, we recommend
students view each week’s video before the class meeting. Use the additional
meeting time for the Review, Discussion, and Application sections.



ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

While the Creation Group Study curriculum was designed for groups, it can also
be used by individual students working alone. Obviously, individual students
can't participate in group discussion or ask questions, so our ministry offers online
support for answering your questions and connecting you with other students.
Please visit the Creation Group Study website (www.creationgroupstudy.org) for
more information.

The VBVMIwebsite (www.vbvmi.org)also offers helpful resourcesand supplemental
materials to aid in your study. In particular, we offer a complete verse-by-verse
study of the book of Genesis, which is a great resource for those desiring a deeper
study of Creation.

Should you need additional help during your study, you may submit questions to
VBVMI through our website or by email at letters@versebyverseministry.org.



INSTRUCTIONS FOR LEADERS

We've designed this 12-week group study especially for Bible study groups,
Sunday school classes, life groups, and other small group meetings. Each weekly
lesson directs students through a series of activities that can be accomplished in
as little as one hour. Students are not required to study outside the group meeting,
though optional homework is available for those seeking a more challenging
study.

This curriculum is adaptable to different group needs and leadership styles.
Depending on the length of your meeting time, group size, and spiritual needs
of your students, you may vary the time devoted to each part of a lesson. For
example, some leaders may choose to follow our format closely by answering
every question, while other leaders may decide to skip some questions in favor of
more discussion time.

Therefore, we encourage leaders to use our materials in whatever way best suits
the needs and interests of your study group.

ACCESSING CREATION VIDEOS

Part of each group meeting time is devoted to viewing a short teaching video
featuring Stephen Armstrong. This video is an essential part of each lesson. All
videos are available via streaming over the Internet at www.creationgroupstudy.org
as well as in the Videos section of the VBVMI website (www.vbvmi.org/videos).
Videos are also available for viewing through our mobile apps and on the VBVMI
AppleTV app.

If you have access to a reliable Internet connection at your group meeting location,
we recommend connecting a laptop computer, tablet, or smartphone directly to
a larger screen (i.e., a TV) and streaming the videos from the Internet during class
time.

In cases where an Internet connection is not available, you may download the
videos to your device ahead of time. Then simply play each week’s video using
the copy stored on your device. (Please note all videos are protected by copyright
and are free for viewing and distribution but may not be sold or altered.)

In caseswhere itis notpossible to view the videos during classtime, we recommend
students view each week’s video before the class meeting. Use the additional
meeting time for the Review, Discussion, and Application sections.
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ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

The VBVMI website (www.vbvmi.org) offers helpful resources and supplemental
materials to aid in your group study. In particular, we offer a complete verse-by-
verse study of the book of Genesis, which is a great resource for students desiring
a deeper study of the Creation story.

Should you need additional help in answering students’ questions during your

study, you may submit questions to VBVMI through our website or by email at
letters@versebyverseministry.org.



RECOMMENDED TIME FOR GROUPS

SECTION

PRAYER

REVIEW

VIDEO

DISCUSSION

APPLICATION

PRAYER

HOMEWORK

60-Min.
Meeting

1 Min.

<5 Min.

13-35 Min.

<20 Min.

<10 Min.

2 Min.

Varies

90+ Min.
Meeting

>2 Min.

>10 Min.

13-35 Min.

>30 Min.

>20 Min.

>6 Min.

Varies

COMMENTS

Select a willing individual to pray on
behalf of the entire group.

Can be eliminated in favor of giving
time to other sections.

All videos can be found at
www.creationgroupstudy.org.

On weeks with longer videos, reduce or
eliminate the Review section. On weeks
with shorter videos, allocate extra time
to Discussion or Application.

Cover as many questions as desired,
focusing on those that generate the
most interest in your group.

Application questions can be covered
in the group time or assigned as
homework.

If more group prayer time is desired,
reduce or eliminate the Review section.

Homework is optional. If a leader
assigns homework weekly, substitute a
Homework Review time for the normal
Review section each week.
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Creation Day 1
(Genesis 1:1-2)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

1. Explain the significance of the Creation account in Genesis 1 and 2.

2. Identify how Genesis 1 contradicts popular pagan worldviews.

3. Describe the organization in Creation and how this points to an intentional
creator.

@
.(' PRAYER

Ask God to bless this study of creation and that it will bring God glory. Ask
for open hearts to hear what God wants to teach us and that it will give us
confidence and assurance in our faith.

&) revev

1. Many Christians have read the Creation account in Genesis 1, but have you
ever studied the Creation account thoroughly? How is a study of the Creation
account in Genesis 1 different from simply reading the chapter?

If you read this chapter in the past, what were your first impressions?



VIDEO 1
In The Beginning
Genesis 1:1,2

All videos are available for viewing
or download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. Why is the creation account story so important in our study of scripture? How
is the beginning and the end of the Bible connected?

13
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2. In the video Pastor Armstrong taught that Genesis should be understood
as a "literal, historical, scientific account of how God began all things.” As you
approach this study, consider your own view of the Genesis Creation account.
How do you believe the account should be understood?

3. It's likely that Moses authored Genesis between 1445-1405 BC, which was
during Israel’'s desert wanderings. How could Moses learn the things he wrote
since he lived so long after the Creation took place? Pastor Armstrong offered an
explanation from the ancient Jewish historian, Josephus. What did Josephus say
was Methuselah’s role in communicating the story of Creation to Moses?



4. The first words of Genesis contradict six false religious views. Of the six views
listed below, which one do you most often encounter in your day-to-day life?

In your opinion, which of these views has been the biggest stumbling block for
people accepting the biblical account of Creation?

1. Atheism says there is no God—-but Genesis 1:1 says God exists.

2. Pantheism says God is the creation—but Genesis 1:1 says God is not
creation.

3. Polytheism says there are many gods—but Genesis 1:1 says there is only
one God (the verb “created” is conjugated in the first person singular in
Hebrew).

4. Materialism says matter is all that exists and is eternal-but Genesis 1:1
says matter is not eternal but was created.

5. Evolution says creation was the result of natural forces—but Genesis 1:1
says creation was a purposeful act of God.

6. Fatalism says God is distant and unengaged in creation—but Genesis 1:1
says God is engaged in His creation.

5. Explain the Gap Theory in your own words. What reason did Pastor Armstrong
give for why some Christians believe a long “gap” of time exists between Genesis
1:1and 1:27

15
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6. What are the three meanings for the Hebrew word shamayim? How can the

variety of meanings for this Hebrew word potentially confuse students of the
Creation account?

7. The Days of Creation chart helps us observe carefully God's work on each
day of Creation, and the two-column format helps us recognize God's purpose
in the order of events. How does seeing God's pattern of “creating” and “filling”
improve your understanding of the Creation week?



8. Judaism does not agree with the Christian view of the Trinity, that God is
Three Persons in One God. Nevertheless, the Hebrew word for God (Elohim) in
Genesis 1:1 is written in the plural form. Furthermore, the Spirit of God is also

mentioned specifically in Genesis 1:2. So two members of the Trinity are present
in the opening verses of the Bible.

Now read John 1:1-3. How do the opening words of John’s Gospel compare
to the opening words of Genesis? What do you learn about Jesus’ role in the
Creation from John's Gospel?

9. Read Colossians 1:15:20. What else do we learn from Paul’s teaching about
Jesus' role in the Creation account? Did you find this surprising?

17
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1. Does seeing God's wisdom and order in Creation give you greater confidence
and peace now? Does seeing the connections between Old and New Testament

teaching concerning Creation change your view of scripture overall? Have you
been overlooking part of the Bible?

2. Set aside time to spend outside in the next few days. Consider doing this
over a lunch break, early in the morning, or at any opportunity when you can be
surrounded by creation. If you're in a city you might consider going to a park.
Spend time observing and noticing the things God has created and consider the

love of God reflected in all that He made for our enjoyment. Thank God for what
He has made.



f PRAYER

I Thank God for both the wisdom and the beauty that's present in Creation.

N
é OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. The first two chapters of Genesis and the last two chapters of Revelation
parallel each other in many ways. Read these chapters and list any parallels you
find.

19
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2. Why do you think God began with one design for Creation (i.e., our present

world) yet He has plans to create a very different Creation later? Did He get the
first Creation “wrong"?

+ ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 1: In The Beginning

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1A




NOTES

21



Creation Day 1
(Genesis 1:3-5)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
1. Make connections between Genesis 1 and Einstein’s theory of special
relativity.

2. Describe how long the days of Creation were.
3. Explain why evolution cannot be reconciled with Creation.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for the partnership between the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit in
the Creation; for Their unity and wisdom in making all that exists.

&) revev

1. How does the beauty, power and order of Creation point to an omnipotent
Designer?

22



2. What are some popular pagan views contradicted by Genesis 1?

VIDEO 2
Day 1
A [ES5EN 7 .~ Genesis 1:3-5
CREATON DAY T . . -
\ o A L All videos are available for viewing or
e | download at:

www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. State in your own words how Genesis 1:2-3 can be compared to Einstein'’s
Theory of Special Relativity (i.e., E = mc2). Where do we find the elements of
Einstein’s equation in the Genesis account of Creation?

23
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2. Have you ever worried that the Bible's account of Creation conflicts with
science? Did seeing Einstein’s theory reflected in the first day of Creation alter
your perspective of the relationship between scripture and science?

3. Reread Genesis 1:4. In what way did God “separate” light and darkness?
Why did God create this separation? Why won't this separation exist in the New
Heaven and Earth?



4. How does God's description of a “day” in Genesis 1:5 help us know the
specific length of time for each Day of the Creation week? Read Exodus 20:8-
11. How do the Lord's instructions concerning the Sabbath contribute to your
understanding of the length of each day of Creation?

5. The theory of evolution asserts that death was at work before humans
“evolved” weeding out the weak so the strong could remain, but the Bible
declares the opposite. Romans teaches death came after Adam (i.e., mankind)
came into existence and was the result of Adam’s sin (sece Romans 5:12,15,16),
not a driving force for good. These two views are mutually exclusive. If Darwin’s
view is correct, then the Bible is wrong; Death isn't the result of sin, and therefore
Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross in our place can't be a solution for our sin.
On the other hand, if the Bible's teaching is correct, then the theory of evolution
must be a lie. The teaching of evolution and the Bible concerning the origins and
importance of death cannot be reconciled.

Nevertheless, some Christians seek to reconcile these opposites views. Can you
suggest some reasons why Christians seek agreement between the theory of
Evolution and the Bible's teaching on Creation?

25
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1. Jesus compared Himself to light because He came to bring eternal life to
fallen humanity. When we place our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, He
transforms us into children of Light, that is into children of God. We receive the
promise of eternal life, living forever with Christ in the Kingdom to come. The
Bible says by a confession of faith in Jesus Christ, we will share in the light of His

glory.

Have you moved from “darkness” to “light” in this way? If not, confess to the Lord
you are a sinner and in need of His mercy, made possible in Christ, and He will
grant you eternal life (Romans 10:9).

Spend some time with God in the dark. Consider sitting in a dark room. Or better
yet, venture outside on a dark night to witness the vastness of God'’s creation.
Talk with God about light and darkness in your own life. Where in your life do
you reflect the “light” of His truth, and where do you still practice “darkness?” Ask
God to help you walk in the light (1 John 1:5-7).



f PRAYER

Thank God for “light” He has placed in your life: for the light of the sun and
moon (Genesis 1:14), for the illumination of God’s Word (Psalm 119:105), and
for the glory of God's Son, Jesus, living in you by faith (John 8:12).

é OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Search for examples of light and darkness in Scripture (e.g., in the Psalms

or Gospels or Paul’s letters). How does God use these as metaphors for good
and evil? Can you think of any situation when darkness is portrayed positively
in Scripture? How does understanding the way God uses these metaphors
help encourage your understanding of God’s Word and your obedience to His
commands?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 2: Creation Day 1

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1B




28

NOTES




NOTES

29



Creation Day 2
(Genesis 1:6-8)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

1. Identify the primary result of God's creative work on Day 2.

2. Describe the appearance of what was created on this day.

3. Explain the Jewish understanding of the differences between the levels of the
heavens.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for the opportunity to study His Word and for the knowledge of
Creation provided by Genesis. Ask God for understanding and insight as you
study His Word.

&) revev

30

1. What did God create on Day 1?

2. How was matter, energy, and light related on Day 1 of Creation?



3. Explain the relationship between the “created” days and “filled” days of
Creation as shown in the chart of Creation.

1“ VIDEO 3
<] Day 2
[E550 . Genesis 1:6-8

Eﬁ?rbh Pﬂt i

N o i All videos are available for viewing or
oo B download at:
“  www.creationgroupstudy.org
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1. What was the most memorable or interesting point for you in the video?

2. What is the first step God takes to bring order to the mass He created on Day
1?



3. Read Genesis 1:6-8. What role does water have in the creation of the world?

4. Read 2 Peter 3:5. How does this contribute to our understanding of
Creation?

33
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5. How does the chart of the Days of Creation help us understand what
happened on Day 2?

6. Remembering the definition of shamayim in Hebrew, what is the difference
between the Jewish understanding of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd heavens? What does
Paul’s use of “the third heaven” in 2 Corinthians 12:2 mean?



7. On Day 2, God suspended two kinds of water in nothingness. If you can,
describe the physics of water suspended outside gravitational forces. How does
it behave? How does this help our understanding of the events of Day 2?

1. Think about your personal experience with water and the many ways you use
this resource in your life. Can you think of anything more important in Creation?

35
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2. How do the properties of water dictate the Creation itself? Why do you think
God made one substance so important to the human experience?

3. Can you think of any connections between the properties of physical water in
Creation and spiritual truths in Scripture?



f PRAYER

Thank God for the gift of water in our lives. Thank God for the ways water func-
tions to give and sustain life on this planet. Ask God to help those without access
to clean water.

1. In what ways has God used water to accomplish his purposes throughout the
Bible? Create a list of examples where water is featured as a prominent actor in
the story and what water comes to represent in the account. Here are some ex-
amples to consider:

Genesis 6 - The flood

Exodus 17 - The rock in the desert

Exodus 30 - The washing of priests

2 Kings 5 - Naaman's cleansing

Judges 7 - Gideon's men drinking

1 Kings 18 - Elijah’s sacrifice on Mt. Caramel
Matthew 3 - Jesus’ baptism

Matthew 14 - Jesus walking on water

John 2 - Jesus turning water into wine

Acts 8 - Phillip and The Ethiopian
Revelation 22 - The absence of a sea in the New Heavens and Earth.

37
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 3: Creation Day 2

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1B
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Creation Day 3
(Genesis 1:9-13)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
1. Describe the Jewish understanding of the concept of the deep or the abyss.

2. Explain why Creation itself can't be used to date its existence.
3. Compare science's concept of species with God's use of "kinds".

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank the Lord for loving us through His preparation of an earth, perfectly and
uniquely suited to our needs.

&) revev

40

1. What role did water have in the creation of the world?



2. On day 2, God suspended two kinds of water in nothingness. Describe the
shape and characteristics of water outside of gravitational forces.

— ﬂ VIDEO 4
2 Dpay3
Genesis 1:9-13

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org

41
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1. What was the most memorable point you heard in the video?

2. Read Genesis 1:9-10. The water was gathered into one place (later to be
called "seas”) and the dry land appeared. Pastor Armstrong taught that all the
land on earth was together in one place. How did Steve explain his conclusion?

What later historical event caused the land to separate into the continents we
know today?



3. Read Psalm 33:7 and Psalm 71:20. How did the Jewish people connect the
idea of “the deep” (or an abyss) with death and judgment?

43
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4. Read Revelation 21:1-4. Why will God eliminate seas from the design of the
New Heavens and Earth? In what other ways will the “first order of things” pass
away in the new creation?

5. Read Genesis 1:11-13.



6. If you cut down a tree in the Garden of Eden at the end of Day 3 of Creation
and counted the rings in the stump, what would those rings tell you about the
tree's age? Would tree rings be a useful measurement on Day 3 of Creation?
Why not? Can you remember the name Pastor Armstrong gave to this principle
in the video?

45
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7. Why was it important for the vegetation created on Day 3 to grow
supernaturally fast to yield seeds and fruit within one day?

8. God created plants and commanded them to reproduce according to their
“kind.” Explain in your own words how the Bible’s concept of a "kind” differs from
our notion of species. How did God use kinds to produce the diversity of living
things we know today?



9. Did you understand Pastor Armstrong’s explanation for how evolutionary
theory and Genesis 1 explain diversity differently? If not, watch the video again.
What is the significance of God commanding nature to reproduce “after it's own
kind"?

10. How do the things created on Day 3 yield a “space” for the things to be
created on Day 67?

47
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APPLICATION

1. Consider your relationship to the plants and vegetation of the earth. Can you
think of any part of your life that is NOT impacted by plant life (e.g. shelter, work,
entertainment, etc.)?



2. Can you think of occasions in scripture that the Lord uses vegetation to teach
us about Himself, and our relationship with Him? How many different ways does
the Bible compare Jesus to plants?

49
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£

PRAYER

Thank God for the wonderful diversity in the kinds of plants that exists in our
world: from trees, to grass, to fruits and vegetables, to flowers. Thank God for
the plants that provide food, the plants that provide shelter, and the plants that
provide medicine.

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Search the Bible for examples of how the sea has been associated with
catastrophe. Consider Jonah's fate, Paul’s shipwrecks, storms on the sea (lake) of
Galilee, etc.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 4: Creation Day 3

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1B

51



Creation Day 4
(Genesis 1:14-19)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

Describe the ways the lights in the sky mark seasons, days, and years.
Explain how Creation testifies to God's character.
Describe the role of light in the coming Kingdom described in Revelation 21.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for Creation, specifically the heavenly bodies that are evident each
day and night.

&) revev

1. What did God create on days 1-3?

52



2. Why is it not a good idea to try and estimate the age of Creation by measuring
against Creation itself?

3. What did the deep (or the abyss) represent to the Jewish people?

53
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- B VIDEO 5
" Day 4
Genesis 1:14-19

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. How did the video help you understand the 4th day of Creation in a new way?

2. What does “"the expanse of the heavens” mean in Genesis 1:14-19?



3. What is the reason God didn't name the greater and the lesser light that He
created? What does God warn against in Deuteronomy 4:19?

4. On Day 4 God created the sun and the moon to hold and reflect light, to
track time, and to produce seasons and weather patterns on the earth. These
purposes required God make another important change to Creation on this day.
What else changed?
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5. Genesis says the lights in the sky serve as “signs”. Read Psalm 19:1-4. How do
the stars serve as a witness to God's power and glory?

6. What do you think God had in mind when he designated the lights in the sky
to serve as “signs”? What might these signs be?



7. Read Romans 1:20. How does Creation testify to God's attributes and nature?

8. How do the lights in the sky bear witness to God's coming judgment? Read
Joel 2:30-31.
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9. How did Pastor Armstrong suggest that the light from distant stars could reach
the earth in just one day?

10. Read Psalm 104:19-23. What does this psalm say about the role of the
moon and the sun?.



11. Read Genesis 1:14 again. Describe the important role the sun and the moon
have in marking days and years.

12. Revelation 21:23 says New Jerusalem has no sun or moon. How will light
and time be different in the coming Kingdom?
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13. How is Day 4 related to Day 1 of Creation? In other words, how do the sun
and moon inhabit the space created on Day 17

1. What religious activities do you consistently perform daily, weekly, monthly, or
annually because of your relationship with God?



2. What are the most sacred seasons in your life? Do these moments happen on

a cycle (maybe weekly, or annually) or do they happen in a specific location (like
a church building), or with certain people (like family)?

3. Set aside time this next week as a sacrifice to God in honor of something He
has done in your life. Making a sacrifice of thanksgiving is similar to what the

Israelites did three times a year as they thanked God for the ways He provided
for them (see Exodus 23:14-17).
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", PRAYER
Thank God for the rhythm of the sun and the moon, including their consistency,

that reminds us of God'’s character. Thank God for the beauty of the lights visible
in the day and the lights visible at night.

% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Describe the ways heavenly “lights” influence the dates of Israel’s feasts,
celebrations, and social life. Read the following passages and identify the time or
time of year these events take place.

Exodus 12:1-17 - Passover

Exodus 23:14-15, Deut. 16:8 - Unleavened Bread

Exodus 23:16 - Feast of Harvest
Deut. 16:9-12 - Feast of Weeks
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Exodus 23:16 - Feast of Ingathering
Deut. 16:13-17 - Tabernacles

Exodus 31:12-18 - Sabbath

Deuteronomy 15:1-2 - Cancelling Debts

Deuteronomy 15:12-15 - Freeing Servants

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 5: Creation Day 4

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1B
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Creation Day 5
(Genesis 1:20-23)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

Contrast the characteristics of the animal kingdom with the plant kingdom.
Explain the significance of blood as it relates to life.

Describe how the order of the Creation account contradicts evolutionary
theory.

@
.(' PRAYER

Ask God to give us eyes to see Creation in a new way because of this study.
Invite God to show us things in Genesis that we've never seen before.

&) revev

1. What was created on Day 4? How are Days 1 & 4 of Creation related?
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2. Why did God create the sun and moon (Genesis 1:14-15)? Were you
surprised by the answer?

— ﬂ VIDEO 6
ﬂ Day 5
- Genesis 1:20-23

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org
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1. What detail in the video stood out most to you?

2. Read Genesis 1:20-23. How are the things God created on the 5th day
related to what was created on the 2nd day?



3. What is the most important distinguishing characteristic of the animal
kingdom, compared to the plant kingdom? Why do you think God established
this distinction?

4. Based on Genesis 1:20-25, how would you explain mankind's relationship to
animals in the Garden?
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5. Read Genesis 9:3-5. How are human beings to relate to other living creatures
today?

6. The video explained the meaning of “living creatures”. In your own words,
how does God associate life and death to blood and sin?



7. Read Leviticus 4:25. What role did blood have in the sacrifices of Israel?

8. Read Matthew 26:28 and John 19:34. What purpose does Jesus' blood
serve in the New Covenant He made with humanity?
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9. How does the creation of birds on Day 5, before the arrival of land animals on
Day 6, contradict evolutionary theory?

1. We learned in the video that God's design of Creation means He anticipated,
and accommodate, the arrival of sin and death in the world. Consider what this

teaches us about God's sovereignty. Does this truth change your perception of
God or His plans for your life?



2. Obviously, animals are an important part of Creation. List a few ways you
benefit from animals. Did you think of any spiritual benefits too?

3. List a few unbiblical views concerning animals, common in the world today?
How are they contrary to scripture? How could these viewpoints undermine our
walk as a Christian?
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4. As you encounter animals this week, let these encounters remind you to thank
the Lord for His goodness and for His work in creation.

f PRAYER

Thank God for the wonderful variety of living creatures that populate the earth.
For how they serve humanity in their beauty, their ability to work, and their role in
sustaining our lives.



% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Read Hebrews 9:11 through 10:10. What is the role of blood in sacrifice? What

is the difference between the blood of the Old Testament sacrifices, and the
blood of Jesus?

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 6: Creation Day 5

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1C
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Creation Day 6 Part |
(Genesis 1:24-25)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
Explain the phrase “after their kind” as it relates to the animals.

Describe what it means for humans to be created in the image of God.
|dentify ways human nature is different from God's nature.

f, PRAYER
Thank God for all of creation, including the specific ways God prepared the

planet for human life: with oxygen for us to breathe, plants that produce fruit
for food, an abundance of water to sustain life, and the heavenly bodies to

inspire our imagination.

&) revev

1.What was created on Day 5? How does it relate to what was created on Day 2?
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2. What important characteristic distinguishes the animal kingdom from the
plant kingdom?

3. What is the difference between the order of birds in creation and the order of
birds in the timeline of evolutionary theory?
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® VIDEO 7

Day 6
LESSENT : . Genesis 1:24-25
EKEAFDBL%L @;1 All videos are available for viewing or
o download at:

> B

www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. How would you summarize the primary message of the video?

2. What does the phrase “after their kind” mean? How does it contradict
evolution theory? Can you see evidence of this principle at work in nature?
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3. What do the words “cattle” and “beast” mean, and do these meanings differ
from our understanding of the words? Why do you think God established this
distinction among the animals?

4. Read Genesis 1:25. In what unique way was this day “good” compared to the
previous days?
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5. How does God's ordering of creation (see vs.25-26) suggest His purpose?

6. What do the words “Us” and “Our” in Genesis 1:26 tell us about God?



7. In what ways are humans created in the image of God? What does it mean to
be made in God's image?

8. In what ways are humans today, NOT in the image of God? Read Romans
8:6-8. What has changed since Creation?
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9. Read Colossians 3:9-10. How does our faith in Jesus Christ change our God-
likeness?

10. Read Romans 8:29 and 12:1-2. How is God working to transform us into
Christ’s likeness?



1. Read Romans 8:29; 12:1-2 & 1 Peter 1:14-15. As a Christian, how are you
expected to reflect the image of God? Are there specific activities, talents, or

interests you should pursue to become more like God? Where does the power
for this change come from?

2. Think about the ways you typically sin and thus depart from the likeness of
God. List places you usually fall into sin. Do you see a relationship between a

physical location or situation and your sinful choices? Are there times of the day
or week when your sin nature gains control?
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3. Pray about what you've discovered. What changes is the Lord calling you to
make to strengthen yourself in your fight against sin so you are conformed to His
image?

PRAYER

Thank God for creating humans in God’s image. Thank God for the diversity of
humans on the planet and the ways we all reflect God’s glory and testify to His
creativity.



% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Read the following scriptures describing the sinful nature and the spiritual
nature (the old self and new self). Describe the differences between living

according to the flesh and living according to the Spirit. Ephesians 4:22-24;
Galatians 5:16-18; Romans 6:6-11; Romans 8:5-17.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 7: Creation Day 6 (Part 1)

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1C
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Creation Day 6 Part I
(Genesis 1:26-30)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
Explain the four components of the blessing God gave to humans.

Learn the original food source for humans and why our diet changed.
|dentify ways we can fulfill our governing responsibilities over Creation.

.(' PRAYER

Thank God for creating humans in His image. Confess that too often we fail
to glorify and honor God with our lives. Then thank God for Jesus and for

creating a way for us to be forgiven.

&) revev

1. What was created on Day 6?
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2. List a few ways we share God's image.

3. How are we unlike God's image and why?
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B VIDEO 8
" Dayé6
Genesis 1:26-30

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:

www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. Read Genesis 1:28-30 in which God blesses mankind. What are the four
instructions God gives humanity?



2. What are some specific ways humans can obey these instructions? How could
these instructions alter your view of your relationship with the Creation?

3. What was God's original food source for humanity?
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4. Why did God need to restrict our diet in this way in the beginning? When did
it change? Why?

5. Describe the original relationship that existed between animals, and between
man and animals, in the Garden. How do we know there were no predator-prey
relationships in the beginning?



6. Where do dinosaurs fit in the story of Creation?

7. Read Genesis 1:31. Notice God's commentary on the final day of Creation.
What does God's observation tell us about His purpose in Creation?
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8. God used six 24-hour periods to create the Universe, but He could have
created everything in just an instant. So why did God take so long to complete
Creation?

9. How does the statement in Genesis 2:1 relate to Genesis 1:1?



1. God told humans to:

A. Multiply (procreate after their own kind);
B. Fill the earth (produce a large population);
C. Subdue (take ownership of Creation);

D. Rule (oversee and manage Creation).

God gave humanity responsibility to subdue and rule Creation. What do the
words “subdue” and “rule” mean to you? Can you think of any biblical limits to
our God-given authority over Creation?

2. What are some ways you are fulfilling your responsibility to rule over
Creation? Are there ways you could do more? Can a Christian become too
concerned for Creation?
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£

PRAYER
Thank God for our ruling responsibility over creation, and ask God to help us as
we care for what He has created. Ask God to give us wisdom to know what to

consume, and what to protect from consumption, as we interact with what has
been made.

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

Read Exodus 23:10-12 and Leviticus 25:1-8 about the Sabbath rest for the
land.

1. How did God ask Israel to care for their land?



2. How did this command benefit the land, the workers, and the animals? How
did God provide for His people when they obeyed this command?

3. How did God’s command for rest support our responsibility to rule over
creation?

+ ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 8: Creation Day 6 (Part 2)

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1D
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(Genesis 2:1-3)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

Understand how and why God rested on Day 7.

Identify how the Sabbath is a shadow of things to come in Christ.
Describe the differences between physical Sabbath rest and spiritual
Sabbath rest.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for the very good work He did at Creation. Thank God for the
grandeur of the universe and the amazing detail of the smallest organisms.
Thank God for the ways this planet was designed for us and the ways the
things that were created to bless us.

&) revev

1. What four instructions did the Lord give to humanity as He blessed them on
Day 67

102



2. What was the original food source for humans and when did it change?

3. Why did God call Day 6 “very good"?

(B (Emwmms—mm 7 VIDEO S

- Day 7
. Genesis 2:1-3

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org
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1. What point surprised you most in the video?

2. Read Genesis 2:2-3. In what way did God “rest” on Day 77
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3. Read Exodus 20:8-11. When did God mandate a Sabbath observance for
human beings? Who received this command? Who must observe a weekly
Sabbath today?

4. Read Colossians 2:16-17. Paul teaches that the Sabbath day is a “mere
shadow of what is to come”. Explain in your own words what is a biblical shadow?
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5. Paul also says the substance of the Sabbath belongs to Christ. How is the
“substance” of the Sabbath found in Christ? What does Paul mean when he says
“no one is to act as your judge in regard to... a Sabbath day”?

6. Read Hebrews 3:15-19 & 4:1-3. The writer makes a comparison between
Israel entering the Promised Land and his readers entering “God's rest”. What do
the Promised Land and rest represent, spiritually speaking?
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7. Read Hebrews 4:9-11. Spiritually speaking, what is the true Sabbath rest for
the people of God?

8. How is God's example of a Sabbath rest on Day 7 fulfilled through our faith in
Christ?
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1. Do you take full advantage of the spiritual rest you enjoy in your relationship
with God through Christ? Can you think of ways you still try to “work” for God's
grace?

2. In what ways can a Christian abuse our Sabbath rest in Christ? Do you “rest”
too much in any of these ways?
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3. If you typically observe a weekly, physical Sabbath rest, how have you
explained this choice to other believers in the past? Based on what you learned,
will you explain it differently now?

4. Have you ever been “judged” by other believers over your choice to observe
(or not observe) a Sabbath day? In Colossians 2:18 Paul says judging others in
this way defrauds them of their prize of liberty. Have you ever judged others in
this way?
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PRAYER

Thank God for doing the work of creation, and doing the work of saving us
through Jesus. Thank God for giving us rest in our relationship with Him. Ask
His forgiveness for having judged others at times for their personal exercise of
liberty in Christ.

OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Compare and contrast Exodus 20:8-11 with Deuteronomy 5:12-15. What
similarities and differences do you see in these two sections of scripture? What
are the reasons given for why the people of God should remember the Sabbath
day and keep it holy?



2. How would you describe God's relationship to energy, fatigue, sleep, and

rest? Read Psalm 121:3-4 and Isaiah 40:28. \WWhat do these scriptures teach us
about the importance of being refreshed?

+ ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 9: Creation Day 7

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 1D
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Human Life
(Genesis 2:4-7)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
Understand the differences between Genesis 1 and Genesis 2.

Describe the two parts to human existence.
Explain the symbolism of east and west in the Bible.

.(' PRAYER

Thank God for the abundance of good gifts we've received from Him through
Creation. Thank God for the Bible and the ways He provided for us to know the
story of our creation, not only through chapter 1, but also by providing Genesis
chapter 2.

&) revev

1. How did God's example of resting on Day 7 picture Christ?
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@ EEmErIEEEEEEEN$ 20020 VIDEO 10

Human Life
LESSEN 15 Genesis 2:4-7

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:
www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. How does the account in Genesis 2 relate to the Creation account in
Genesis 1?
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2. In Genesis 1 Moses provides one order of events for Day 6, but in Genesis 2
he provides another chronology for that day. Why did Moses choose to write the
Creation account this way?

3. Can you think of any other books in the Bible where an author altered the
order of historical events? How will this discovery change the way you read and
interpret scripture?



4. Read Genesis 2:5-6. In Genesis 1 we learned that the plants were created on
Day 3, so what does it mean that there were no shrubs and plants “of the field”

on Day 6? How does the phrase “there was no one to work the ground” help us
understand this difference?

5. Read Genesis 2:6. What do we understand about the Earth’s water cycle?
When did rain first appear on the earth?
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6. Read Genesis 2:7. What are the two parts of human existence?

7. Read Job 33:4 and Job 34:14-15. What do these verses teach us about our
dependence on God for life?



8. Read Genesis 2:8. Why did God create Man outside the Garden only to move
Man into the Garden in the east?

9. Symbolically, what do the directions east and west mean in Scripture?
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1. In 1 Corinthians 14:33 we're told our God is not a God of confusion, but the
differences between Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 have led some to conclude that
the Bible is not trustworthy. Have you ever doubted the Bible's accuracy because
you were confused by what it said? Can you learn to trust God’s Word even when
you can’t understand it?

2. Try holding your breath for a few extra seconds. What does our dependence
on breath for life teach us about our dependence on God for living? What are
some of the ways we deny our dependence on God in how we live?
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3. Reflect on the care God took in preparing a perfect place for Man and Woman
to live, and a specific way for them to serve Him. In what ways has God prepared
a specific life for you to lead? How has He called you to serve Him in light of that
provision? Give thought to how you should be serving God in your “garden”.

f PRAYER

Thank God for breathing into our bodies so that we could have life. Thank God
for air, wind, and the breath we have to love and serve God for another day.
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% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Read these scriptures about the breath of God and compile a list of what
God's breath accomplishes: Exodus 15:10, 2 Samuel 22:16, Isaiah 40:23-24,
Psalm 33:6, 2 Thessalonians 2:8.

2. Search the Bible for language related to the directions east and west. How do
these verses continue the pattern described in the video of east being primarily
sin, and west being primarily redemption?
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+ ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 10: Human Life

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 2A
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Tree of The Knowledge of
Good and Evil
(Genesis 2:8-9, 15-17)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...

Explain the function of the Tree of Life.

Explain the reason for the existence of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil.

Describe the relationship between the sinful nature and the spiritual nature.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for making the world beautiful like a blossoming garden. Thank
God for giving us meaningful work to do and for letting us be responsible for
creation. And thank God for allowing us to live each day we've been given.

J REVIEW

1. Describe the relationship between Genesis chapter 1 and Genesis chapter 2.
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2. How was the ground originally watered before the flood (Gen. 2:5)?

3. What is significant about how God uses the directions east and west in the
Bible?
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VIDEO 11
The Trees

Genesis 2:8,9; 15-17

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:

www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. Read Genesis 2:8-9. On Day 6 God prepared a Garden with special plants for
Man and Woman, including two unique trees. Describe these trees.

2. Read Genesis 3:22. What power did the Tree of Life possess?
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3. Read Revelation 22:2. What function will the Tree of Life serve in the new
Creation?

4. The Bible says that Adam received the breath of life from God Himself
(Genesis 2:7) and that there will be no death in the new creation (Revelation

21:4). So why does God place a Tree of Life in the Garden, and in the new
Creation?
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5. Read Genesis 2:10-14. What does the verb tense in verse 10 tell us about
the history and fate of the Garden?

6. What do the geographical details in these verses teach us?
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7. What do you learn by noticing Eden was east of Jerusalem, Adam and Woman
exited the Garden to the east after the Fall, and Cain was sent east after killing
Abel (Genesis 4:16)?

8. Read Genesis 2:15. How was Adam commanded to serve God in the
Garden? How would you describe Adam'’s work environment in the Garden?
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9. Why do you think God assigned Adam a job in the Garden?

10. Read Matthew 11:28-30. How is our spiritual service to God similar to the
service Adam gave to God in the Garden?
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11. Read Genesis 2:16-17. God said that in the day Adam ate from the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam would surely die. What kind of “death”
did Adam experience when he disobeyed God?

12. What would Adam have understood about death prior to eating the fruit?
Why would Adam need faith to obey the Word of God?
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13. We obtain our salvation through our faith in the Word of God concerning
Christ (see Romans 10:16). How is God's plan of salvation intended to “reverse”
the error of Adam in the Garden?

14. Why did God place the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the
Garden? What good purpose did God have in giving opportunity for Adam to
sin?
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1. Read Romans 5:12-21 and describe the relationship between Adam and
Jesus. How are they similar and different? How did the actions of each of these
individuals impact humanity?

2. Read Romans 8:5-13. What does our flesh desire? How is this different from

what our new Spirit in Christ desires? According to these verses, how do we
avoid death and find life?
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‘., PRAYER
Pray for God's spirit to rule in our hearts so that we honor God with our lives. Ask

God to give not only the desire to obey, but also the strength to follow through
on that desire.

% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. How have gardens been significant to the story of the Bible? Where do
gardens appear and what do they represent? For example, compare and contrast
the following gardens:

A. Eden (Genesis 2:8-9)

B. The Garden of God (Ezekiel 28:12-15; Rev. 2:7; Rev. 22:1-2)
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C. Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)

D. Tomb Garden (John 20:11-18)

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 11: The Trees

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 2A & Lesson 2B
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Genesis 2: Humans
(Genesis 2:18-25)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Your goal is to...
Explain why it is not good for man to be alone.

Describe the relationship between Adam and Woman as his helper.
|dentify connections between the creation of Woman and Jesus’ work with

the church.

@
.(' PRAYER

Thank God for teaching us about what is good, through the things He created.
Thank God for teaching us about what is good through the Holy Spirit, who
guides, counsels, and teaches us as our helper.

&) revev

1. What purpose did each of the two trees named in the Garden of Eden serve?
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2. In what way was Adam required to have faith?

3. How are the actions of Adam, and the actions of Jesus similar and different?
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ﬁ VIDEO 12
£l Adam & Eve
Genesis 2:18-25

All videos are available for viewing or
download at:

www.creationgroupstudy.org

1. Read Genesis 2:18-20. God repeatedly declared Creation “good” (1:4, 10,
12,18, 21, 25) and then at the end “very good” (1:31). Yet in Genesis 2:18

He declared things “not good” (2:18). What did God mean? Did God make a
mistake?
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2. How does the structure of Genesis 1 point us to God's consummate
purpose of the Creation? How does the correct ordering of events in Genesis 2
compliment the account in Genesis 17

3. How does the Genesis 2 description of the order of creation contradict
evolutionary theory regarding the origin of animals and humans?
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4. \What starting material did God use to create plants (1:11), animals (2:19), Man
(2:7) and Woman (2:21-22)?

5. Why did God make Woman from Adam's rib (side)? Why do we suppose God
selected that part of Adam’s body?
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6. In what ways did God intend Woman to be a suitable helper for Man? In what
ways can this biblical concept become distorted or abused?

7. How does the relationship of Woman to Adam compare to our relationship
with our Groom, Christ?
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8. How does the way God created Woman from Adam'’s body foreshadow the
work of Jesus on behalf of the Church?

9. Read Genesis 2:23-24. How is marriage a “re-uniting” of flesh rather than just
a uniting of flesh?
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10. Why did God establish marriage for us in the current age, yet in the new
creation, He will eliminate marriage (see Luke 20:34-36)? Why do we suppose
marriage is good and necessary now, but will be unnecessary later?

1. If you are married, does your marriage reflect God's intended picture of Christ
and the Church? How could you and your spouse better fulfill God's biblical
purpose for your marriage?
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2. If your spouse is also a believer in Jesus Christ, then he/she is your brother/
sister in Christ. In the Kingdom, you will no longer be married to each other, but
you will still be fellow heirs in the Kingdom (see 1 Peter 3:7). Knowing this, how
can you treat your believing spouse differently?

3. If you are married to an unbeliever, how can you witness to them concerning
the Gospel by fulfilling your role as a husband/wife?
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-‘: PRAYER

Thank God for making Creation beautiful for us to enjoy. Thank God for making
both men and women in His image and for giving us each other to help one
another in this life.

% OPTIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Read Genesis 3. Why is it significant that God cursed the serpent and the
ground (i.e., the earth) but not Adam and Eve directly? What do God’s curses
accomplish?
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2. What does the curse on the ground reveal about the Creation'’s future?

3. What is the relationship between physical and spiritual death?
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4. How does knowing God's law and His judgment for sin, help us better
understand His grace and mercy?

5. How is God's character made evident (i.e., understood) through His Creation
(see Romans 1)?

151



+ ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Lesson 12: Adam & Eve

http://www.versebyverseministry.org/bible-studies/genesis_2011

Genesis Study - Lesson 2C & 3A
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