Fixed Points of Light - Baptism  (5 of 6)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a time you “learned your lesson.”  (did something dumb & learned not to do it)
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
It is said that an average person learns from their mistakes, but an above average person learns from the mistakes of other.  God created us to remember our past experiences and to learn from them.  The first way we begin to learn is through our experience of the world around us.  Almost all that we know about our lives is based on or influenced by what we have lived through and the experiences we have had.  Some of our experiences can have a dramatic impact on the rest of our lives.
Q- What are some experiences [good or bad] that can have an impact on the rest of someone’s life?
In this series we have been talking about fixed points of light, unchanging guides that we can use to orient our lives.  We’ve covered the Bible, Jesus, the cross, faith, and repentance…  But there is no reason that something in our own life experience can’t become a fixed point of light… This learned wisdom should guide our life.  
Q- What do all of these “fixed points of light” have in common? How do they relate to our present life?

How do they all tie together?   [Push for them to make a connection to a common theme!]
Christianity is all about believing in and following Jesus.  We are directed to do so throughout the Bible.  But many people struggle with how to follow Jesus, especially when he commands us to follow Him into his death; “Take up your cross and follow Me.”  One of the most important ways that we follow Jesus is through baptism.
Baptism is one of the most important acts of our Christian faith! Baptism was very important to Jesus.  Jesus is our ultimate example of everything we should do and be.   He came as a man and was baptized by John.  He is God, and He didn’t need to be baptized.  But He was baptized to lead us in what we should do.  At the end of the gospel of Matthew, Jesus gives the “Great Commission,” in which he tells His followers to baptize others at the teach and make disciples.  One of the last instructions He gives before He ascends to Heaven is to baptize others.  Clearly, baptism is very important to Jesus Christ.
Q- Who is baptism for?
Baptism is for everyone.  We are to make disciples of all nations.  It is for all who are far off.  “…we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free…”  Baptism is for everyone. If you haven’t been baptized we want to tell you…  Baptism is for you!
Q- What is baptism for?  What does it accomplish?
Baptism is a public demonstration of our faith.  It allows us to publicly and physically display our faith in the resurrected Christ.  Through baptism we “put on Christ.”  It allows us to symbolically participate in the burial of Christ.  It allows us to bury the “old self” that is killed through repentance.  Baptism is for the remission of sins.  In a way, it is like our sins are washed away in the waters of baptism.  Through baptism we participate in the ongoing salvation work of Jesus.  And it provides an experience that can act as a fixed point of light in the new life we receive.  We can always look back on our baptism as the point where our old life ended and our new life in Christ began.
Q- [Internal]  Have you been baptized? If not… why not? If so… What does it mean to you? {Prayer}
Vision: If you have not been baptized, consider it?  Talk to others about it.  If you have been baptized, think back to your baptism.  Are you living a new life in Christ?  Tell others about the experience of baptism.  Make it a fixed point of Light.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts 2:38-39 (nkjv)Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
Matthew 28:18-19 (NIV) Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Romans 6:4-6 (NIV) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

Galatians 3:27 (NIV) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
