Fixed Points of Light - Spirit  (7 of 7)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a time you had trouble making a decision…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
To navigate ourselves through this world we must always remember to look to the unchanging truth.  We have been discussing these Fixed Points of Light over the past weeks; The Word, Jesus, the Cross, Faith, Repentance, Baptism, and tonight we finish this series by talking about “the Spirit.”

Q- What is “the Spirit”?  
Sometimes we use the terms Spirit, Holy Spirit, and Holy Ghost without fully grasping the meaning.  The word Spirit and Ghost could easily make us think of a haunted house. The way we speak of Spirit within religious circles could lead others to think of it like a THING. Some treat the Spirit as if it where some kind of mystical force.
Q- What did you think the first time you heard of the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit?

We shouldn’t think the Spirit as spooky, nor should we treat it as mysticism. It would also be a mistake to think of the Spirit as a THING…  It’s really more of a WHO.  In John 16:13, Jesus tells us to think of the Spirit as a person, a friend.  

Q- Is it important to be led by the Spirit? Why?

Jesus tells His disciples that He must ascend into heaven and won’t be by their side anymore, but not to worry.  There would still be someone there to “take them by the hand and guide them into all the truth there is.”
The Spirit is more than just a Fixed Points of Light.  It also acts as a compass. The Spirit will lead you into ALL TRUTH. Those situations in life where you don’t know what to do, who to turn to, where to go, and what to say

Q- Have you ever been led by the Spirit? What was that like?  Also…What are some things the Spirit does?
There are so many reasons why you would want the Spirit in your life. In John 3, Jesus tells us to be Born of the Water and Spirit to inherit eternal life.  In Acts 1:8 Jesus says we have power through the Spirit. Jesus warns his disciples that they will get into dangerous and overwhelming situations, but don’t worry, because in that moment the Spirit will give them the words to say. The Spirit helps you in weakness and when you don’t know how to pray it prays for you!  This same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead will raise us from the dead. The Holy Spirit is a Gift.  This list could go on and on…
Q- Let’s be transparent with each other. Is there an area of your life where you could the Spirit to work? Share with us.  We are going to pray and ask “our Friend” to come take us by the hand and lead us. 

{Prayer}
Vision: Ask the Spirit to lead you this week.  Remember these Fixed Points of Light and keep coming back to them for guidance.
Next week we are starting an important series - Conflict Resolution.  Make an effort to be here the next 3 weeks. This series is going to be great and helpful.

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts 2:38-39 (nkjv)Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
John 16:13 (Message) )Jesus said) "I still have many things to tell you, but you can't handle them now. But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is.”
Acts 1:8 (NIV) you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
John 3:5 (NIV) no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit.
Romans 8:11 (NIV) God raised Jesus from the dead, and if God's Spirit is living in you, he will also give life to your bodies that die. God is the One who raised Christ from the dead, and he will give life through[ ] his Spirit that lives in you.
Romans 8:26 (NIV) the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.
