Fixed Points of Light Part 3: Jesus Savior and Messiah
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something you would hate to have taken/stolen…?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:   
We have been discussing charting our life’s destiny’s using fixed points of light.  We have agreed, when trying to find direction, we should not look to changeable things, instead, look to the unchangeable!

As Christians our Primary Fixed point of Light is the Word of God. Every direction we receive must be in agreement with the Word.  The Word reveals God’s Plan.  Last week we talked about Jesus. There are many different thoughts and opinions on Jesus… but why look to man’s opinion on Jesus?  Look to the Word, which says He is the Way, Truth, & Life… The Only way to the Father.  We don’t have to guess or surmise who Jesus is… the Word tells us plainly… He is Immanuel – God with us!
Q- Talk about the importance Jesus has played in your life? Be specific not general.
Q- Do you have trouble sharing/expressing what Jesus means to your life?  Why?
{Play JESUS HELD HOSTAGE video}

Q- What would life be like if you woke up tomorrow and Jesus was gone? If everything He’d ever given you was gone?  Discuss..

Thankfully – And we do mean THANKFULLY – Jesus can never be taken from you.  All that he provides can’t be stolen from you. If your life is in His hand no one can snatch you away! (John 10:28)
Q- Did you know there are forces who want to steal Jesus from us! What are they? 
Colossians 2:8 warns us to not be taken “captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy.” This kind of thinking will take our focus off of Christ – Our Fixed Point of Light! 
Why did Jesus come to earth? Did He come to visit? To Hang out? To teach us a lesson? To show us who is boss?  Why was He born in a manger and die on a cross?  These “why’s” are big questions.  Many Christians know the story… but don’t know the “why?”
Q- Do you know why?  Tell us!

Sin separates us from God. (Romans 3:23) The end result of sin is death (Rom 6:23).  This is why Jesus came to Earth… To save us from sin and its end result. (John 3:16)  Israel had been (and is still) looking for the Messiah/The Anointed One, to come and bring redemption from sin and be their King.  The messiah came… but he came in a manger and not a palace.  Had the Hebrews known the Word better they could have recognized the Messiah… Isaiah 53 described him to a tee.  
Q- (Internal) Do you really believe Jesus is your messiah & savior? Are you letting that truth guide you? (pray)
1. Vision:  Upon the Cross Jesus heard people yell “If you are the Christ… save yourself” but because He was the Christ he didn’t save himself, he saved us…  The cross of Christ is to be a part of our lives as Christians today!  We are to take up our Cross’ daily and follow after Jesus!  The Cross of Christ is a fixed Point of Light!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 10:28 (NIV) I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.
Colossians 2:8 (NIV) See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.

John 3:16 (NIV) 16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

         
Romans 3:23 (NIV)
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:23(NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Isaiah 53:1-8 (The Message)

1 Who believes what we've heard and seen? Who would have thought God's saving power would look like this? 

 2-6The servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a parched field.
There was nothing attractive about him, nothing to cause us to take a second look.
He was looked down on and passed over, a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.
One look at him and people turned away. We looked down on him, thought he was scum.
But the fact is, it was our pains he carried— our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.
We thought he brought it on himself, that God was punishing him for his own failures.
But it was our sins that did that to him, that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins!
He took the punishment, and that made us whole. Through his bruises we get healed.
We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost. We've all done our own thing, gone our own way.

     And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done wrong, on him, on him. 

 7-9He was beaten, he was tortured, but he didn't say a word.
Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered and like a sheep being sheared, 
   he took it all in silence. Justice miscarried, and he was led off — and did anyone really know what was happening? He died without a thought for his own welfare, beaten bloody for the sins of my people. They buried him with the wicked,  threw him in a grave with a rich man,
Even though he'd never hurt a soul or said one word that wasn't true. 

