Fixed Points of Light: Part 4 Faith
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is the best news you have ever received…?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFY:   
When trying to find direction, we should not look to changeable things, instead, look to the unchangeable! This principle has led us as we have talked about the Word, Who Jesus is, and what Jesus did at Calvary.  

We know that Jesus came to save. We know that on the Cross Jesus paid our “sin wage” (Rom 3:23) by dying in our place (John 3:16).  So… what next?
Q- Is it enough to simply know about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus?  Is it enough to believe that it did in fact happen…?  Is it enough to just quote a few scriptures…?  Thoughts? What comes next?
Q- What saves us? (Grace through Faith {Eph 2:8})(Belief & Baptism {Mark 16:16})(Calling on Jesus {Acts 2:21})
The subject of salvation has the ability to cause some of the biggest arguments among Christians. What ought to be a subject that brings joy and unity to all of us has caused splintered denominational fall out.

Q- Why?

When asking about salvation, people tend to want a “to do” list.  What do I have to do… what can I get by with… in order to be saved and miss Hell.  There is a lot wrong with this line of thinking. 

What if we entered a marriage relationship asking our spouse “Ok what can I get by with… what’s the minimum I have to give…” We don’t think that marriage would have much success.  Looking at salvation as a to do list won’t have success either. 

The best way to find Salvation is to seek a relationship with the Savior! If we seek any other way, we have fallen into error. We are not to seek works… but receive Grace through Faith. The worst kind of relationships, are those where someone is seeking material return or gain… the term “Gold Diggers” comes to mind. Once they get what they want… they are out. This will not work with God. You can’t make it to Heaven and then tell God “see ya later.” Christians seek relationship…  And how we relate to God is through Faith!
Q- What is Faith?

Q- Where does Faith come from and to whom is it given? {From God & Everyone has a measure James 2:20}

Q- What has Faith done for you? {Get some people talking!}
Q- Can Faith die?  How so? {YES!! Faith without works is DEAD}
We Relate to God through Faith. In this Faith-Relationship we grow… we change. Faith is more than just believing… Even the devil believes in God (James 2:18).  Real Faith brings Action.
We believe Tylenol will take away our headaches… But believing isn’t enough… Action is needed! Take the Pill!!
Before we ask our internal question, let’s read again John 3:16 from the Amplified Bible.

Internal Q- Are you believing in, trusting in, clinging to, and relying on Jesus Christ? {Pray}
2. Vision: Our faith should be unchanging – but it should always be changing us! Make FAITH a Fixed Point of Light. Take time this week to read the faith chapter; Hebrews 11.
3.   
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.

Mark 16:16 (NIV)
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
Acts 2:21 (NIV)
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Hebrews 11:1-3, 6 (The Message)

1-2The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see. The act of faith is what distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd. 

 3By faith, we see the world called into existence by God's word, what we see created by what we don't see. 
Romans 12:3 (NIV)

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.
James 2:18-20 (NIV)
 18But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you

my faith by what I do. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

 20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is dead?

John 3:16 (Amp)
16For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.

