Owners (1 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your first car… or dream car.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
For forty years the nation of Israel had been fed daily by God.  Manna fell from heaven, and in order to be sustained all they had to do is wander out and gather it and eat.  In addition, their clothes never wore out.  They never had to think about their existence.  They moved when the Pillar of Cloud & Fire that represented the Presence of God moved.   They ate what fell from heaven.  They wore clothes that never wore out.  They were not unlike children who eat the meals their parents put on the table, wear the clothes laid out for them, and live in a house provided…   But then they crossed into the Promised Land - two things happened… 

1. The manna stopped. 

2. They lived on the fruit of the land for the rest of that year.
Q- What would happen in our lives, or in our country, if the manna stopped and the year ended?   What if we had to take full responsibility for everything? How would that affect our Finances, Physical health, Relationships and even our spirituality?
The days of worry free living were over.  They basically had the crops that were planted when they came into the land, after that it all depended on them.  Manna is not falling from heaven and crops will not plant themselves.  If they were going to eat and live they had to make it happen for themselves.

Q- Share a time you took responsibility for the first time.  What was that like?

Q- What’s different between the mindset of a renter and an owner?

The comparison between children and adults is apt, so also is the comparison between being a renter and being an owner.  If something breaks for a renter they just assume someone else will fix it.  If something is lacking they assume someone else will provide.  An owner knows better.  The move from wandering pointlessly to living in the Promised Land is a move from a tenant mentality to an owner mentality.   The commandment of God to the nation concerning the Promised Land was….posses…own…the land. 

Q- Tell us about the first time you became an owner.  What were some of the hidden responsibilities?
Q-What are some things the world expects other people to fix?
It is nice to not have to worry.  It is nice for your food to fall from Heaven.  It is nice to never have to worry about your clothes because they never wear out.  It is kind of stinks to eat the same thing every day.  It really stinks to wear the same thing for forty years.  It is much better to live in a house, eat a wide variety of delicious foods, and have options and choice. 

Here is a reality in life.  By and large, people who “possess” the land, that is to say they take an ownership mentality to their life, live life at a much higher level.  However, IT TAKES A LOT MORE WORK.   Nothing comes for free when you are an owner.

Q- What is something you are working hard for?

Ownership can be defined in one word…RESPONSIBLE. For the most part the areas in our life where we are not living as fully as we wish are areas where we are acting like renters….assuming what breaks is someone else’s responsibility…and not like owners.

Internal Q- Consider the expectation that someone would take care of everything as opposed to making it happen for our self.  In light of that, do you own your life or rent it? What do you need to own in your life? {Prayer}
Vision: Look for opportunities to take RESPONSIBILITY!  Go and possess the Land.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Joshua 5:10-12 10And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even in the plains of Jericho.  11And they did eat of the old corn of the land on the morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes, and parched corn in the selfsame day. 12And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 
Deueronomy 1:8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he would give
