Owners (2 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  I would love to buy…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Describe the difference between Owners and Renters.

Renters don’t plan to be where they are forever. Owners usually are thinking of the next generation. 

Renters make no investment in a property, because it is not theirs.  Owners work continuously to 1) Maintain and 2) Improve their property.  Renters place the responsibility of repair on others. Owners take responsibility. 

The Bible makes a stark distinction between an owner’s mentality and a renter’s mentality. This is clear in Matt 21:33.
· He planted.  (He did not expect things to happen without effort.  He knew harvest required investment and effort.)

· He built a wall.  (He knew if something is of value you have to make effort to safeguard and keep it.  He knew what he had was worth the effort it took to protect it.  He made as much effort to protect what was valuable to him as he did in developing it.)

· He dug a winepress.  (He was building for future generations so he developed a methodology for wealth to be produced from his vineyard.)  

· He built a watchtower.  (He made sure his was no simply a wealth producing place, but a place where safety and sanctuary could be found.)

This is ownership; the owner making huge investments and working very hard to insure the success and longevity of what mattered most to him.    

Q- Is Our society filled with more Renters than owners?  Why?  

Jesus is actually referencing a parable told by the prophet Isaiah.   (Isaiah 5)  And in the version in Isaiah, when the owner returns he find the vineyard that he worked SO hard on overrun with wild grapes.   The combination of Isaiah and Matthew give an accurate portrayal of the tenant or renter mindset. 

· Not only not responsible, but actually not caring about the conditions of the property.

· An expectation of a full harvest where little to no investment had been made on their part.  

Q- Our world is by and large afflicted with a renter/tenant mentality.  Give us some examples of this renter mindset...



We expect things to be easy… no work… Relationships, wealth, health, spirituality… 
Q- How would our culture/country look and be different if we had more of an ownership mentality?

The most important things in life require an individual to own them in order for them to succeed. There is a natural law, the Second Law of Thermodynamics, which states that everything is in a constant state of decay.  This is true spiritually, relationally, and naturally.  This means that EVERYTHING requires that SOMEONE be in charge of maintaining, repairing, restoring, and improving it constantly.  Everything requires an owner.   
Here is a simple test. Whatever you have in your life that is overgrown, decayed, run down, and dying is something you have a tenant mentality towards.   Whatever is thriving, producing, growing, getting better, producing rich fruit, is something you have an ownership mentality towards.

Q- What are you “owning” right now?   

Internal Q- Is there something you need to take ownership of tonight?
Vision: Everything Requires an owner!  This Connect Group needs you to take ownership.  We need owners to attend, to host a meeting in their home, to help out with food, and to invite their friends and family.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Matthew 21: 33 "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.34When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.35"The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way.37Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said.38"But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.'39So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
Deueronomy 1:8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he would give
Isaiah 5:1-2 My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a very fruitful hill.
2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest vine.
He built a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it;
So He expected it to bring forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes.
