Village People: I am what others say Myth (2)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  I was, or I am known in school as… Give us a Nickname or Description
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Community is essential in the body of Christ. We are attacking 3 myths that keep us from community. Last week we confronted the I am what I have myth. Tonight we are going to talk about the myth: I am what others say.
It feels good to have nice things said about you.  When people say good things about us we tend to have a nice day. When people say bad things about us it usually leads to terrible days. Sometimes we clothe ourselves in false humility by brushing aside compliments and encouragement, only hoping that the deflection of the praise will bring about more affirmation. We do silly things to try to get people to like us.
Q- What is something silly you have done to get people to like you?  How did it turn out?
Q- I think we’ve all done something to get someone to like us. If you have to do something to get someone to like you or appreciate you then how valuable is their appreciation? Thoughts?

If you have to do something to get someone to like you, can we simply tell you it’s not worth it? Even if you convinced every human on the face of the planet to like you it wouldn’t be worth it. Do you believe that?  Trying to get someone to like you is like selling your soul.  The bible says nothing is worth losing your soul over.  No matter what you gain, if you lose your soul there has been no profit made.
Q- How did people treat Jesus? 
Can you imagine if Jesus lived his life by the “I am what others say” myth? Jesus lived with criticism.  He took stands for justice that invited negative words, false accusations, persecution, and unfair judgments. He never spent time defending himself either.  At His court case he didn’t try to sway people to like Him or defend himself. 

Q- Why? Why would Jesus do this?  What did he have to gain in these actions?
Jesus knew who He was and to whom He belonged. The words of those around Him didn’t affect His self-understanding.  Jesus’ identity was revealed through not responding.  The Pharisee’s false identity was also revealed through their hateful and dishonest accusations.  How we respond to the “I am what others say” Myth reveals our true identity. 

Q- How might the “I am what others say” Myth affect Community?

The myth of “I am what I have” is a two edged sword. Many have been destroyed by what someone said about them. When our sense of dignity and identity is based on what people say we become emotionally scarred very easily. We can carry those scars a lifetime. Many have been destroyed over what hasn’t been said about them.  It is just as destructive to be constantly seeking approval. If you have wrapped your identity into trying to get someone, a parent, a sibling, a boss… anyone, to give their approval, you will end up destroying yourself.  Remember!  If we choose to define our identity with anything other than Christ we devalue ourselves.  
Q- What does God say about?

Internal Q- Have you been judging yourself and others with the “I am what others say” myth? Do you really believe you are what God says you are? Have you been holding on to emotional scars by what people have and haven’t said?  Are you ready to change? <Pray>  
Vision: Do not live life according to what people say about you.  Live according to what God says about you. 
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Matthew 5:22 (NIV)
..Anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ [An Aramaic term of contempt] is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
Mark 8:36 (NKJV)
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?
John 5:43 (NKJV)
I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.
Child of God, Friend, Justified, Redeemed, Free, Heir, Accepted, Wise, Righteous, Sanctified, Redeemed, His Temple, Victorious, A winner, Blessed, Holy, Blameless, Forgiven, Seated with Christ on His throne, His workmanship, Body of Christ, Brought near from far away, Bold, Confident, His Light, Citizen of Heaven, Complete, Raised up, Hidden in Christ, Chosen of God, Strong Mighty, Courageous, Powerful, Unstoppable, Precious, Beautiful, Treasured, Loved… 

