Friend of God

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  “Talk about your pet growing up…”
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: John 15:12-17   Isaiah 53:1-6  1 John 4:20  Matthew 25:40  1 Cor 3:9
We have talked about relationships for the past 3 meetings.  We talked about making friends, keeping friends, and the covenant relationship of marriage.  Today we will talk about our relationship with God.

Our relationships with those around us actually mirror our relationship with God. 1 John 4:20 says that we cannot love God and hate our brother.  Loving God should affect the way we love and treat each other. 
We have talked about making friends… let us point out that God has befriended us.  We talked about remaining friends even when loyalty and trust has been breached… Well let us say that God is the perfect example of remaining loyal to disloyal friends.  We have talked about the holy covenant of marriage between man and wife… Do not overlook that God has entered into a covenant with us and calls us His bride.
When we look into God’s word we don’t see a shallow effort at friendship.  We see that God wants a deep relationship that will span an eternity, and that he will stop at nothing to be our Friend.
Discussion:  

1. “Friend of God”  What does that mean to you?
2. John 15:12-14 - Why does Jesus declare we are more than His servants, but His Friends?
3. Testify about a time you truly knew that God loved you and was your friend.
4. Why can’t the world see that God is a friend?     ….How can we show them?

5. Isaiah 53 tells about one who came to us and we rejected… the one who bore our burdens, took our sickness, and served our penalty unto death.  This one is Jesus… share what it means to have Him as your friend.
6. (Internal) Am I a true friend to God?

Wrap up & PRAYER

Vision:  Be a friend of God!  Talk to Him!  Think about Him! Be a real friend!
As you are His friend he will direct you towards friendship with others!

-----------------------------------------------
· John 15:12-17 (NIV)
12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

14You are my friends if you do what I command. 

15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 

16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

17This is my command: Love each other.

Isaiah 53:1-6 (The message)
1 Who believes what we've heard and seen? Who would have thought God's saving power would look like this? 

 2-6The servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, 
   a scrubby plant in a parched field.
There was nothing attractive about him, 
   nothing to cause us to take a second look.
He was looked down on and passed over, 
   a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.
One look at him and people turned away. 
   We looked down on him, thought he was scum.
But the fact is, it was our pains he carried— 
   our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.
We thought he brought it on himself, 
   that God was punishing him for his own failures.
But it was our sins that did that to him, 
   that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins!
He took the punishment, and that made us whole. 
   Through his bruises we get healed.
We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost. 
   We've all done our own thing, gone our own way.
And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done wrong, 
   on him, on him. 

· 1 John 4:20-21 (The message)
20-21If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won't love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can't see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You've got to love both.
· Matthew 25:40 (KJV)
40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

1 Corinthians 3:9 (KJV)
9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
