Less Self

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  “Talk about something “Overrated”
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: Matt 5:38-48  Matt 25:35-40  John 15:13  Mark 8:34
Over the past few weeks we have been challenged by the news of a kidney transplant.  Our thoughts and prayers have been with Erin Green who desperately needed a miracle.  Upon hearing the news that a member of our small group would offer themselves for Erin, our hearts where challenged.
The gift that Randy gave was a selfless one.  We have wondered in ourselves “could we have offered such a gift?”
Randy knew surgery would cause him pain, put him in harms way, and carried the possibility that in the end could be rejected by Erin’s body.  I can’t help but be reminded of Jesus…

Jesus knew the cross would cause him pain, place him in harms way, and would carry the possibility that some would reject the gift. 

{Video Clip}

Randy’s actions have preached to us the message of Jesus. He laid down his life for a friend… He denied himself and took up the cross… He went the 2nd mile.
Discussion:  

1. What are people most selfish with these days?

2. Why would Jesus ask us to go the 2nd mile… when He knows we have trouble going the first?

3. Why is it hard to get past “ourselves?”

4. Name a time you went 1 mile but could have gone the 2.
5. The King (Jesus) said in Matthew 25 that He was hungry, thirty, a stranger, naked, sick and in prison… and that we didn’t help Him.  This is heavy…
Let’s pray forgiveness for not recognizing God in the faces of the hurting.
Wrap up & PRAYER

Vision:  Let’s see people differently!  Let’s take time to minister!
Attack your selfishness!!  If you are selfish with money… give money.  Selfish with time… give time.  Deny yourself… Focus on God.

**Visit Randy and Erin.

