In Your Dreams

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  “When I was a kid I wanted to be a…”
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION:   Jeremiah 29:10-11    Psalm 37:3-5     Proverbs 3:3-6    Ephesians 3:20
He was a poor farmer, threshing wheat and trying to hide it from Israel’s Enemy and Captor the Midianites.  Living in mediocrity, not making waves, trying to survive within the confines of the status quo…  His name was Gideon and little did He know, He would be Israel’s deliverer.  He had heard stories of Moses taking the children from the bondage of Egypt, but never could he see himself being out from the bondage of the Midianites.
We constantly talk about the importance of faith in God… and it IS important.  We often overlook God’s faith in us!  God sees kings in shepherds fields, Apostles mending fisher’s nets, and the Greatest of all being the servant of all.  So was it with Gideon in Judges 6…

The Angel of the Lord appears to Gideon and declares “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valour.”  How does Gideon respond to this Supernatural encounter…?  He argues… “How can I save Israel?  My family is poor and I am the least of them…”  Gideon was not full of faith in God… But God was full of faith in Gideon!
In the end God convinces Gideon to have faith… Gideon leads 300 men into Israel’s most lopsided victory.  They defeated the combined armies of the Midianites and the Amalekites and they did so without a sword or shield, but with trumpets, lamps, and clay water pitchers.

God sees us.  His vision and plan for us is always big.  Let’s concentrate on the one who is “able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.”
Discussion:  

1. Define: Potential
Dictionary.com – Possible, capable of being or becoming.


                 Excellence or ability that may or may not be developed.

2. Name someone well known (Celebrity) who didn’t live up to their potential.
3. Jeremiah 29 tells us God has plans to prosper us.  Many people have a misconception that God has plans to punish us…  Why is that?  What up?
4. Does God actually care about our dreams?  

5. Have you ever had a dream, a goal, a plan to accomplish, and you felt God help you achieve it?  Testify!
6. What is the current dream that is your heart to achieve?
Wrap up & PRAYER
Vision:  Letter to Yourself – to be opened January 10, 2008
#1 Unselfish accomplishment

3 things to change to help you succeed you dreams
#2 Person to affect for God

#1 #2 #3
#3 Selfish accomplishment



Jeremiah 29:10-11 (The Message)

This is God's Word on the subject: "As soon as Babylon's seventy years are up and not a day before, I'll show up and take care of you as I promised and bring you back home. I know what I'm doing. I have it all planned out—plans to take care of you, not abandon you, plans to give you the future you hope for.

Psalm 37:3-5 (Amplified)
3 Trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) in the Lord and do good; so shall you dwell in the land and feed surely on His faithfulness, and truly you shall be fed.

4 Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you the desires and secret petitions of your heart.

5 Commit your way to the Lord [roll and repose each care of your load on Him]; trust (lean on, rely on, and be confident) also in Him and He will bring it to pass.

Proverbs 3:3-6 (NIV)
3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; 
       bind them around your neck, 
       write them on the tablet of your heart. 

4 Then you will win favor and a good name 
       in the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
       and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways acknowledge him, 
       and he will make your paths straight.

Ephesians 3:20 (The Message)

God can do anything, you know—far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.

