Landmines

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  “Favorite comedy movie or tv show”
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION:   
Talk about landmines in Cambodia. People are being forced to live on land that is contaminated with landmines. They clear out enough land to live on and sustain life, but they are still surrounded by landmines on all sides, and have to be very careful where they walk.
Satan has laid landmines all around our lives. And even without Satan, our human nature has us stepping on landmines all the time. 

The Word of God lists some Mines in our life…

· Sin - Proverbs 29:6
· Greed - 1 Timothy 6:9
· Our mouth - Proverbs 18:7
· People - Exodus 34:12
When we enter into a saving relationship with Jesus, God clears out landmines in our immediate path and gives us a safe passage. However.. there are still landmines all around us, and if we’re not careful, we can trigger a detonation. Just as pastor preached about Vampires, when we get saved, the vampire nature becomes dormant while we remain in the light of God, but when we step back in to the darkness, our vampire nature will rise again in the absence of light.  We must be ever vigilant to stay in the light… to make every step sure, safe, and in God’s plan for us.
The Word tells us how to Overcome these traps- 2 timothy 2:24-26

Right standing with God = ordered steps – psalm 37:23-24


Lead us not into temptation, deliver from Evil – Matt 6:13
Prayer of safety - Psalm 141:8-10
Lord is our confidence - Proverbs 3:24-26
Fear the Lord - Psalm 25:14-15
Discussion:  

1. What is an unseen landmine that you often see blow up in people’s faces?

2. The Cambodians are careful to sweep the areas in which they live and walk.  They have learned to spot danger and safely remove it.  How are these dangers spotted in our lives and how are they safely removed?
3. The steps of a righteous man are ordered…  Righteous means “In right standing with God.”  What puts us in right standing with God?
4. Name a landmine that God helped you avoid? How?
5. (internal)Let’s ask God to continue leading us.  Let’s ask for spiritual vision to avoid the danger and understand the path that God is leading through
Wrap up & PRAYER
Vision:  Most landmines are triggered through internal issues.  Greed, lust, pride… etc.

This week spend time in prayer & in the Word.


Proverbs 29:6 (NIV)
6 An evil man is snared by his own sin, but a righteous one can sing and be glad.

1 Tim 6:9 (NIV)

9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

Proverbs 18:7
7 A fool's mouth is his undoing, and his lips are a snare to his soul.

Exodus 34:12
12 Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you.

2 Timothy 2:24-26

24And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

Psalm 37:23-24

23 If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; 

24 though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand.

Matthew 6:13 (NIV)

13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

Psalm 149:8-10 (The Message)
But God, dear Lord, 
      I only have eyes for you. 
   Since I've run for dear life to you, 
      take good care of me. 
   Protect me from their evil scheming, 
      from all their demonic subterfuge. 
   Let the wicked fall flat on their faces, 
      while I walk off without a scratch.

Proverbs 3:24-26 (NIV)
24 when you lie down, you will not be afraid; 
       when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 

25 Have no fear of sudden disaster 
       or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 

26 for the LORD will be your confidence 
       and will keep your foot from being snared. 

Psalm 25:14-15
 14 The LORD confides in those who fear him; 
       he makes his covenant known to them. 

 15 My eyes are ever on the LORD, 
       for only he will release my feet from the snare.

