Landmines

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about the school Bully growing up.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION:   Romans 8:31-39
Ever feel ganged up on?  Like there are more people against you than for you? Fear can be overwhelming!
The Word of God clearly tells us that we aren’t to be bullied.  We are “more than Conquerers” and God is “for us… who can be against us?”  The Truth is that we are not the underdog. The Truth is that Fear isn’t an all powerful force!
Let’s Read 2 Tim 1:7
This scripture tells us…  #1 Fear has not been given to us by God. If we have fear it’s because we picked it up from somewhere else. #2 Instead of Fear, God has given us 3 amazing things – Power, Love, and a Sound Mind. #3 God never means for us to operate from a posture of Fear, but rather this Power, Love, and a Sound Mind.

Fear has a way of bullying us and making us feel small.  Be reminded that you have a 3 to1 ratio against Fear.  Let Power, Love, and a Sound Mind put Fear in its place.  “Fear, You are out-gunned, out-numbered, and out-smarted.
Discussion:  

1. Phobias can sometimes be funny and strange. {SHOW VIDEO}
2. “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself?” Huh? What? Can someone please explain FDR’s memorable quote…
3. How important is the “Sound Mind” that 2 Tim 1:7 Spoke about? 
{The enemy will try to attack our mind…}
4. God has not given us a spirit of fear… Ok… we understand Fear doesn’t come from God… where then does it come from?
5. Have you been bullied by fear… I challenge you to open up to this small group about it.  We want to bully fear by praying with you.
{Tell them how important it is for our small group to build trust/relationship}

{Lead prayer for whether anyone speaks up or not}
Vision:  Think back to the Maury Povich video we showed… The fear in those people was very real, but to us it was pretty funny.  The reason why… we know cotton balls, pickles, and balloons are nothing to be afraid of… 

In this same way we know our fears and worries seem just as silly when we put them in the context of God being for us.

This week… hang out with someone in small group.  Encourage them.  Let’s also reach out to those that haven’t been to small group in a while.


Romans 8:31-39 (The Message)
31-39So, what do you think? With God on our side like this, how can we lose? If God didn't hesitate to put everything on the line for us, embracing our condition and exposing himself to the worst by sending his own Son, is there anything else he wouldn't gladly and freely do for us? And who would dare tangle with God by messing with one of God's chosen? Who would dare even to point a finger? The One who died for us—who was raised to life for us!—is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us. Do you think anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ's love for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing, not even the worst sins listed in Scripture: 

   They kill us in cold blood because they hate you. 
   We're sitting ducks; they pick us off one by one.
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I'm absolutely convinced that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.

Romans 8:37 (NKJV)

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
