Loyal to the Tee

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a fear…  The Funnier the BETTER!
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION



Ephesians 4:26

1 Peter 1:7

He went from his father’s favorite with a coat of many colors… to a stripped down slave in a pit, to a wrongly accused prisoner in a dungeon.  Joseph had it bad!

Who would have taken this father’s favorite and caused him so much pain?  His very own Brothers!  The very ones he was closest too… The very ones he was helping in the field!

Many times in life we are hurt by the very ones we love.  What we do in response to the hurt is usually… lash out and cause more hurt, because… hurting people hurt other people…  

In the story of Joseph we are given an example of loyalty and friendship.  Later when Joseph meets his brothers in Egypt the tables are turned… Joseph is now 2nd in command over mighty nation and his brothers are begging for food so they won’t starve.  What an opportunity to exact revenge… What and opportunity for forgiveness, mercy, love, and loyalty…
Joseph went from his father’s Favorite, to slave, to prisoner, to the savior of his Family.  The way he responded made him the Father in Heavens favorite!
Discussion:  

1. Last week we asked “what is a friend and how are they made?” (Proverbs 18:24).
This week we ask “what is a friend and how are they kept?”

2. Talk about Loyalty in Friendship…

Is it possible to remain loyal to others who haven’t remained loyal themselves?
3. In times of conflict… What is it inside us, that causes us to lash out?

Does pride and ego play a part?

4.  Let’s talk about Ephesians 4:26
Be ye angry, and sin not: 

let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

5. Is there a time you were hurt and you felt like you handled it the right way? Tell us about it…
Vision:  View life’s situations in the context 1 Peter 1:7.  Let’s focus on significant eternal things and not get bogged down in temporary conflicts.

Mend at least 1 relationship this week.

