Brand New Label Maker

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your nick-name.  

· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION



Genesis 32:27-29
2 Cor 5:17
A doctor came across a young man in a coffee shop.  Upon seeing the teenager he immediately noticed the boy’s right arm had no hand.  As a doctor he was naturally curious and struck up a conversation.  After a few minutes of safe conversation about the weather, the doctor spoke up and said “I’m a doctor and I would like to know about your handicap.”  The boy responded “Handicap?  Oh… I don’t have a handicap… I just don’t have a right hand.”


Life is full of labels.  Tall, short, fast, slow, rich, poor, attractive, ugly, strong, weak, smart, stupid, success, failure… the list of labels goes on and on.  Some people get stuck with a label, and try the rest of their life to out run what someone has named them.


Jacob of the Old Testament… His name meant deceiver and supplanter.  Most of his life was spent doing sneaky things like tempting his brother Esau to sell his birthright, and tricking his father (Isaac) into giving him the blessing reserved for the first born.  This involved lying, manipulation, and a total disregard for others.  It seemed the label would fit Jacob forever...  Who would have guessed this dirty rotten scoundrel would have a wrestling match with the Almighty one night and receive a new name.  After his encounter he would forever be known as Israel which means “Ruler with God.”  

Discussion:  

1. Have you ever known someone who was stuck with a label? How did it affect them?
2. Label giving?  What up with that?  Why do people do that?
3. How hopeless is it to try to outrun your past?
4. How great is the promise we read about in 2 Cor 5:17? {New Creation}
5. {Internal Question} What is it in your life your want God to re-work?  Let’s put our life in Christ…(Pray)
Vision:  Let go of the past mistakes!  Grab onto the greatest decision you have ever made… The decision to have a life in Christ!
· Volleyball this Sunday evening!!!  
