Love & Marriage

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  “What ever happened too…?”
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: Genesis 2:18-24   Matthew 19:4-9 1   Cor 6:17-19     Ephesians 5:25-28
The past few weeks we have been focusing on relationships.  First we talked about what a friend is, and how are they made; then we discussed keeping friendship through loyalty.  Today we are going to talk about the sacred relationship of marriage.

God saw in Genesis 2 that it was not good for mankind to be alone.  Out of man he miraculously created woman.  God could have created Eve from the dust of the earth… That would have been a logical choice… after all that is how he made Adam.  
Instead, God reached into the inward workings of man… Upon seeing her, Adam declared “Flesh of my flesh, Bone of my bone.”  The closeness of Husband & Wife is found in this example of 2 becoming 1.  1 flesh… 1 bone… 1…

The sad fact is, today 50% of all marriages end with 2… through divorce.  The church world has been reluctant to address the issues of divorce, and our families have suffered as a consequence.  The divorce rate of Christian families shows only a negligible difference from the rate of non-Christian families.

If we live according to social climate… 50% of us in this room will one day be divorced...  But, as followers of Christ… we live according to faith… the faith that comes from the Word of God.  We will seek His guidance on how to build strong marriages.
Discussion:  

1. MARRIAGE: Throw out some words that describe what it means to you.
                 (Responsibility, love, commitment, family, trust, passion/sex, home, sacrifice)

2. “In sickness & health, for better or worse, ‘til death do us part…”
     Does this vow still hold meaning in our culture? Or, are they pretty, but empty words?
3. Jesus speaks about divorce in Matthew 19… He says that divorce is allowed because of “the Hardness of our Hearts…”  What does that mean? (Un-moldable, unforgiving…)
4.  Lets agree it is God’s will for us to enter into a marriage covenant with 1 person.  In this covenant we will give to this 1 person something we are to give no one else.  This being true… sexual sins of fornication & adultery betray who?
                                     

                  (Our Spouse, Our Covenant, Our Families Our Selves) 1 Cor 6:17-19
5. In their quest for the one… where do people go wrong?
(Don’t seek Guidance from God, Confuse lust & love, give up, settle)

6. How is marriage a testimony of the Gospel?

(Love vs Free will, Commitment, 2 becoming 1, Sacrifice, Eph 5:25

Wrap up & PRAYER

Vision:  This week we will resist the world’s depiction of love & marriage.  We will instead embrace God’s view.  We see Marriage as a Sacrifice of Love.  We will remind ourselves that we are commanded to love our spouse as Christ loves us & gave Himself for us!
-----------------------------------------------
· Matt 19:4-9

4Jesus answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 

 5And said, “For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?”
 6Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 

 7They say unto him, “Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?”
 8He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 

 9And I say unto you, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.”
· Genesis 2:18

 18And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 

 19And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. 

 20And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

 21And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

 22And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

 23And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 

 24Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 
· 1 Corinthians 6:17-19 (New International Version)

17But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. 

 18Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;

· Ephesians 5:25 (The Message)

 25-28Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church—a love marked by giving, not getting. Christ's love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything he does and says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with holiness. And that is how husbands ought to love their wives. They're really doing themselves a favor—since they're already "one" in marriage. 

