Garo’s Gaffe

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about someone who has encouraged you.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE 
· EDIFICATION:   1 Samuel 30:6-7     Psalm 63:7-9      John 14:16-18     2 Corinthians 1:3-5
The Patriots showed the world just how hard it is to have a perfect season, by losing to the NY Giants in Super Bowl 42.  The pats had 18 wins… 1 loss.  As the clock struck 0:00 champagne bottles were being uncorked. Not by the winning Giants however, but by a group of players who hadn’t even played in more than 2 decades.
The 1972 World Champion Miami Dolphins went 17-0.  Since that season, the members of that team would gather for a party every year to celebrate their perfection.  They throw their party when the last remaining undefeated team would get a loss… It has happened every season since 1972. It happened Sunday… {Show Video}
 (Spoken with Video still playing Don Shula carried off the field) 0:46
What could be better than being PERFECT? As the dolphins vanquished the Washington Redskins in Super Bowl 7… surely every player & coach could hold their head up high!  A Champions countenance surely would be on the faces of the undefeated!  You would think so… Let’s introduce you to Garo’s Gaffe… 
(After Video)
When kicker Garo Yepremian went back to the Dolphins' sideline after his botched field goal attempt, throwing attempt, and tackle attempt… team-mate Manny Fernandez said to him, "We lose this game, I'm gonna kill you." Nick Buoniconti added that he would "Hang you up by one of your ties." Instead of a score 17-0… it was 14-7.  Garo’s Gaffe had put a perfect season in jeopardy when it mattered most in the 4th quarter.     

Of course… they did go on to win… yet Yepremian was so traumatized by his botched field goal that he had to be helped from the post-game party by his brother because of a stress-induced stabbing pain down his right side. His embarrassment was giving him the symptoms of a stroke!  Depressed, this “CHAMPION” spent two weeks in seclusion. Garo received a letter at the end of those 2 weeks, apparently from head coach Don Shula, praising him for his contributions to the team and urging him to ignore criticism. Yepremian kept the letter and appreciated the encouragement it brought. 

Garo went on from his “gaffe” to be elected to multiple pro bowls and was even named MVP of the 1974 pro bowl. He was voted kicker of the decade by the NFL and Sports Illustrated and is currently nominated for induction into the Hall of Fame.  Yepremian is currently a motivational speaker, author, and Founder & CEO of The Garo Yepremian Foundation for Brain Tumor Research.
Remember that letter… Garo thanked Coach Shula in 2000 for his timely words, but Shula had no knowledge of it. They concluded the letter was actually written by Shula's wife Dorothy, who died from breast cancer in 1991. She had signed her husband's name to it and it was her words that gave Garo his much needed encouragement.

· Discussion:  

1. What are some adjectives for encouragement? [Strengthen, comfort, boost, brighten, console, cheer up, aid]
2. How important is encouragement?                            A. When do we need encouragement the most?
3. How can we be an encouragement to others?

4. How can we encourage/strengthen ourselves in the Lord?
5. Garo let 1 play out of an entire perfect season depress him.  Ever let 1 “GAFFE” outweigh all the good?

6. Jesus promised that He would “not leave us comfortless” & that he would send His Spirit.  Let’s pray and receive that comfort.

Vision:  A little known house wife named Dorothy encouraged an accomplished, trained, professional football player.  
It doesn’t matter who you are or where you are from… you can encourage someone!  As 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 says… God’s Comfort overflows to us… we should overflow comfort to others…
Who will you encourage today?  Who will you send a phone call, a note? Who will you take out for coffee?  Who will you take time to show that you care?
1 Samuel 30:4-7 (The Message)
 4-6 David and his men burst out in loud wails—wept and wept until they were exhausted with weeping. David's two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail widow of Nabal of Carmel, had been taken prisoner along with the rest. And suddenly David was in even worse trouble. There was talk among the men, bitter over the loss of their families, of stoning him. 

 6-7 David strengthened himself with trust in his God. He ordered Abiathar the priest, son of Ahimelech, "Bring me the Ephod so I can consult God." Abiathar brought it to David. 
Psalm 63:7-9 (New International Version)

7 Because you are my help, 
       I sing in the shadow of your wings. 

 8 My soul clings to you; 
       your right hand upholds me. 

 9 They who seek my life will be destroyed; 
       they will go down to the depths of the earth.

John 14:16-18
 16And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 

 17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 

 18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-5 (New International Version)
 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 

4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 

5For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

