Snap.Shot

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about an embarrassing moment you thought (at the time) you’d never get over. 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE 
· CELEBRITY PICTURE SLIDE SHOW 
· EDIFICATION:   1 Peter 5:8
2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Romans 3:23
They are photographers who take candid shots of celebrities, usually by relentlessly shadowing them in their public and private activities. Paparazzi is Italian for mosquito.  It is a very descriptive term, and one can almost see a small parasite buzzing about looking for someone on which to feed.
With one snap shot these paparazzi have transformed the Famous to Infamous, the in-crowd to the outcast. One snap shot… One brief glimpse in time… It sometimes defines one’s entire life.
I can’t help but think of our adversary the devil, who also seeks those on which to feed.  Our adversary is known as an accuser, and loves nothing more than finding one moment in our lives where we were imperfect, where we failed… He finds these moments and tries to keep them in circulation. He wants to keep them ever before us.  He wants us to be confined and defined by these small little snapshots of our lives…  
Many people are haunted by a time in the past were they failed.  They have let those moments define them – making them alcoholics, un-popular, un-loved, liars, hypocrites, drug-addicts, physical abusers, depressed, ashamed, fat, trapped, powerless, born losers, stupid, ugly… the list goes on…
Discussion:  
1. What is it about celebrity gossip that is so intriguing?

a. Is there a story that intrigues you?
b. Who here can tell us how many times J-Lo has been engaged?

i. 4 engagements, 3 marriages

ii. Ojani Noa, Chris Judd, Ben Affleck, Marc Anthony

2. Have you ever known someone that seemed defined by something dark in their past? 

a. What is it about the past that can be so haunting.

3. How can we ever overcome our past?
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
4. So You’ve messed up… What now… What should we do when we mess up?
5. Can we be defined by one moment?
Depends on who is defining us.

The Devil wishes to show our snap shot… Let’s look at his!   {READ Luke 10:17-20}


If a moment is to define us… let it be this moment!   {READ Rev 9:12-11}
Vision:  We looked at pictures of people. Pictures where they were experiencing great success, and other pictures where they were laughingstocks.  These were different pictures of the same person.
There are “pictures” of the Apostle Paul committing heinous violent acts against the church, then others were he is being converted, were he is the first missionary, were he sits in a jail writing these very words… “If any man be in Christ… He is a new Creature… Old things are passed away… all things are NEW!  Let’s walking in the NEWNESS of life and burry our past mistakes.
1 Peter 5:8 (NIV)
 8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

2 Cor 5:17 (NIV)
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
Romans 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Luke 10:17-20
 17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name." 

 18He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

Revelation 12:9-11 (The Message) 

War broke out in Heaven. Michael and his Angels fought the Dragon. The Dragon and his Angels fought back, but were no match for Michael. They were cleared out of Heaven, not a sign of them left. The great Dragon—ancient Serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, the one who led the whole earth astray—thrown out, and all his Angels thrown out with him, thrown down to earth. Then I heard a strong voice out of Heaven saying, 

   Salvation and power are established! 
      Kingdom of our God, authority of his Messiah! 
   The Accuser of our brothers and sisters thrown out, 
      who accused them day and night before God. 
   They defeated him through the blood of the Lamb 
      and the bold word of their witness.
