Fixed Points of Light - Pt 4 (Faith)

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is the best news you have ever received…?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFY:  Ephesians 2:8-9  Mark 16:16  Acts 2:21   Hebrews 11:1-3, 6    Romans 12:3   James 2:18-20        
When trying to find direction, we should not look to changeable things, instead, look to the unchangeable! This principle has led us as we have talked about the Word, Who Jesus is, and what Jesus did at Calvary.  

We know that Jesus came to save. We know that on the Cross Jesus paid our “sin wage” (Rom 3:23) by dying in our place (John 3:16).  So… what next.  Is it enough to simply know about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus?  Is it enough to… believe that it did in fact happen…?  Is it enough to just quote a few scriptures…?
1. Question: What saves us? (Grace through Faith {Eph 2:8})(Belief & Baptism {Mark 16:16})(Calling on Jesus {Acts 2:21})
2. When asking about salvation, people tend to want a “to do” list.  What do I have to do… what can I get by with… in order to be saved and miss Hell.  - What is wrong with this thinking…?

(Would anyone here go into a marriage asking the spouse… “Ok what can I get by with… what’s the minimum I have to give…”) 

The best way to find Salvation is to seek a relationship with the Savior! If we seek any other way, we have fallen into error. We are not to seek works… but receive Grace through Faith. The worst kind of relationships, are those where someone is seeking material return or gain… “Gold Diggers.” Once they get what they want… they are out. This will not work with God. You can’t make it to Heaven and then tell God “see ya later.” Christians seek relationship…  
We Relate to God through Faith. In this Faith-Relationship we grow… we change. Faith is more than just believing… Even the devil believes in God (James 2:18).  Real Faith brings Action.
We believe Tylenol will take away our headaches… But believing isn’t enough… Action is needed!
      Discussion:           
3. What is Faith?
4. Where does Faith come from and to whom is it given? {From God & Everyone has a measure}
5. What is powerful about Faith? 
6. How can Faith die?  [Faith without works is dead…]
7. What has your Faith done for you?

8.  [Read John 3:16 from the amplified bible]  

{Internal} Are you believing in, trusting in, clinging to, and relying on Jesus Christ? {Prayer}
9. Vision:  Hebrews 11 is known as the Faith Chapter.  It lists the lives of extra-ordinary people who did extra-ordinary things…  People like Noah, Abraham & Sarah, Moses, David… The focus is not on what they accomplished… but how they accomplished. Over and over it says “By Faith…Moses” “By Faith Noah” “By Faith Daniel, Joseph, Isaac, Jacob…” 
Your faith is more important and more powerful than the obstacles ahead of you.  Hebrews 11:3 says “By faith, we see the world called into existence by God's word.” By Faith you will see… Your prayers answered… Your needs met… God coming through like He always does. 
 
Cultivate your Faith-Relationship!  Make it stronger than it has ever been.  Make it a Fixed Point of Light!
Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast.

Mark 16:16 (NIV)
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
Acts 2:21 (NIV)
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Hebrews 11:1-3, 6 (The Message)

1-2The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see. The act of faith is what distinguished our ancestors, set them above the crowd. 

 3By faith, we see the world called into existence by God's word, what we see created by what we don't see. 

Romans 12:3 (NKJV)

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.
James 2:18-20 (NIV)
 18But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 
      Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 

 20You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?

John 3:16 (Amp)
16For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.
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