Fixed Points of Light - Pt 4 (Repentance)

GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you wish you could call a “do over” on?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFY:   1 Corinthians 15:30-31  Philippians 3:10  2 Cor 5:17   Matthew 6:12    1 John 1:8-10    
When trying to find direction, we look to the unchangeable! This principle has led us into the Word, Who Jesus is, and what Jesus did at Calvary, and a Faith that can do all things. 

The Apostle Paul proclaimed Jesus to be the Chief Cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20) – Something totally “Fixed” and unmovable.  Paul was convinced that the Life of a Christian should carry the Marks of Christ.  It’s easy to agree that we as Christians should Help others, Feed others, Clothe others, Forgive others… etc. But Paul goes further… He says “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.”
Wait a second… We are to be like Jesus…No one would disagree with that… but we are to be like His death!  Wait wait… I saw Passion of the Christ. That doesn’t look fun or easy! 
New Testament believers put themselves in Danger every hour said the apostle Paul. He also claims to        “die daily.” Wow… That is tremendous faith.  Last week we talked about Faith being an action.  We see in Paul and other New Testament believers a faith that brings Action!  Ok… that’s well and good… but DEATH… seriously? Does Paul want us to die..? Does God want us to die..?
No!  God is not willing that any should perish.. but all have everlasting life… Remember – We are to have the Marks of Christ in our Lives.  We love & celebrate Christ’s Resurrection!  There could never have been a resurrection without… a death.  
The death that we are to take on is a death to the old sinful nature. That carnal, selfish, and destructive way of thinking and acting needs to be wiped out… but how? Through repentance we turn away from sin and turn towards God.  Only by letting this life of sin die can experience the Resurrection of Christ. 
      Discussion:           
1. (Have the Group) Give us a simple explaination of what repentance is…
2. Is Repentance “turning over a new leaf?”  [No! It’s becoming a COMPLETELY NEW CREATION!]
3. Is Repentance a one time thing? How many times can we repent? [1 John 1:9]
4. Is there anything hard about repentance?  [You must admit your wrong!][You must forgive others Matt 6:12]
5. Someone testify of the power of repentance…
{Lead a Prayer of Repentance}
6. Vision:  God is Faithful and Just to Forgive! Whenever and Wherever! All we have to do is confess that we are sinners… He is Faithful and Just.
Through life You are going to mess up… and so am I.  We can ALWAYS come back to Repentance.  Repentance is Solid and Fixed and never out of your reach! You are always a prayer away from putting all your past behind you and becoming a New Creature ready for a Jesus Resurrection!

This week reflect on the power of repentance.  As you worship God this week remember He is Faithful and Just to Forgive…
Volleyball – Anyone interested??
1 Cor 15:30-31 (NIV)
30 And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? 31 I die every day—I mean that, brothers—just as surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Philippians 3:10 (NIV)
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
2 Cor 5:17 (KJV)

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Matthew 6:12 (KJV)

Forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.

1 John 1:8-10 (NIV)

8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.
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