Completion

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Have you ever said “You know if I could just… Fill in the blank … then everything would be alright” ?
Maybe it’s a car, maybe it’s money, maybe it’s the job or the relationship, perhaps a position of power… It could be “If I could only change the past or make things right.” We’ve all said things like this… It’s a natural response to a feeling of Lacking…

#1 A man ran up to Jesus in Matthew 10:17. What did he want? (what must I do to inherit eternal life?)
                 What do you think about Jesus’ response?
Jesus told the man He lacked.  The man thought he had kept THE LAW… he had minded his religious p’s and q’s… he had played by the rules. Imagine how this man felt when he was informed of his lack…

#2 The man would have to sell all he had, give it to the poor, and follow Jesus.  Basically the man would need to lose everything, in order to fill in the void, the lack, that was in his life. 
Why? What is God trying to say?
This goes completely against the world’s logic. If you are lacking stuff you need to get more stuff while still hanging on to the stuff you already have.  But not Jesus… He offers addition by subtraction.  To gain you need to lose. To be first you need to be last. The greatest of all will be the servant of all.
Bottom line – Our stuff doesn’t complete us. It doesn’t fill in voids. It does not meet the lacking.
Paul writes in Colossians 2 that Jesus is the Fullness of God.  When you received Jesus you received ALL OF GOD. Complete.  You aren’t lacking any of God when you receive Jesus. He’s the fullness, the completion.   AND YOU ARE COMPLETE IN HIM.
You don’t need more stuff to find completion or to fix the lack. All you need is Jesus.

You will always LOSE STUFF to GAIN JESUS. Remember that you had to repent, you had to turn away from a former life. That life was lost to gain Christ. As we continue in Christ we still need to lay aside every weight and sin, we still need to lose things…

#3 <Internal Question> What do I need to lose… to Gain Christ? What is lacking in my life that I need God to fill?

Col 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ.
{Prayer}

VISION

Identify wrong thinking. Eliminate it. Beware.  Everywhere we turn, on tv, in books and magazines, the movies we like… they are filled with doctrines that would have us trust in something other than Christ. Don’t let this happen. Recognize these doctrines.

Settle for Jesus and nothing else.
Colossians 2:6-10 (NKJV)

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 
8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 
9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 
10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Mark 10:17-22 (New International Version)

 17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 18"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'" 

 20"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 

 21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

 22At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
















