Life Group Lesson

Principles Of Life Management

Life Management Principle Three
Icebreaker: Can you tell of a time in life when you suffered a serious setback?  Something that felt like a demotion or significant loss of achievement and accomplishment?  A time you went backwards?

Deuteronomy 24:25 Don't ever forget that you were a slave in Egypt. I command you: Do what I'm telling you.
This marks the fifth time Moses would bring this reminder to the nation of Israel.   They all come in his farewell address to the nation.   They are at long last about to be significantly promoted.  They are about to be former slaves who have been promoted to nationhood.  They have moved from slavery to survival and now they are about to cross over into stability and then success.  But Moses is giving them a serious warning.  

“Don’t forget the level of living you were at, because just because you manage your way to another level does not mean you have forever put the previous level behind you.”  

Last week we talked about the servant that did not manage the level he was at well.  All of the other servants were promoted, but failure to manage a level of life well does not simply mean you are not promoted, it is actually worse than that.  For a moment let’s revisit that story.   Interestingly most of the modern translations of this passage refer to the servants as “managers”.
Matthew 25: 18But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.   24Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.  26His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 27Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury. 28Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 29For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness:

· He did not do what he “ought”… I.E. He did not manage well..

· He lost what he had.

· He was then demoted.

In learning the art of life management and the principles of life promotion this third life management principle is absolutely crucial.  It is the explanation for most setback and loss in life.  It is an incontrovertible law.   It was what Moses was warning Israel about.  It is what happened to the wicked servant.  It is what happens to countless lives who mismanage their current level of life.  

Management Principal #3
If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence. 

When you mismanage a level you don’t get to stay at that level.   Ever heard of the Peter Principle? It basically states that people within an organization tend to get promoted to their level of incompetence. The theory was first brought to our collective attention by Laurence J. Peter in his book The Peter Principle: Why Things Always Go Wrong, published in 1969. Peter's theory is based on his observation that people eventually end up in the wrong job for the right reason, and create havoc in the workplace.   People effective in one role get promoted beyond their training and experience.  And we have all seen it in the work world, when they flounder in a place they have been promoted to that is beyond their ability they get fired, or demoted. 

This is true in life as well.  Anytime you mismanage a level, or do not manage a level well, you go back to the last level you managed with excellence.
Question: Is there some level of life you are in danger of being demoted from because you are mismanaging it?   Would you care to share what that level is, and what is the previous level you managed with excellence that you will be sent back to if things are not turned around?
Israel blew it in Canaan.  They really did.  They fell into idol worship, they paid no attention to the voice of God when He told them exactly what they needed to do to succeed. They disregarded the admonishments of Moses.  And they forgot that they had been slaves.   Every commandment given to them that they were required to do to succeed in the new land they eventually broke.  

So the principle kicks in.  If you mis-manage a level you don’t get to stay at that level.  You go back to the last level you managed with excellence.  
What was the last level they really managed with excellence?  

Being slaves.

Te last level they managed with excellence was being a slave.  So along comes Nebuchadnezzar and turns them into slaves again.  

If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence.

If you do not manage your marriage well you will go back to being single. 
If you start your own business and do not manage it well you will go back to working for someone else. 
If you achieve financial independence and don’t manage it well you will go back to struggling financially. 
If I don’t manage my weight well I will go back to being fat. 
If I do not manage my friendships and relationships well I will go back to being lonely and struggling to establish significant relationships. 
I Corinthians 9: 24Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 
· Run in such a way so as to achieve your goal.  Manage your race
   25And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.   26I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:  27But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection:
· I manage every facet of my being
 lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
· If I don’t, not only will I not achieve the price, I will become a castaway, I will go back to what I was before.
If you do not manage well the level you are at you go back to the previous level you managed with excellence.

It is so important that you understand this principle of life management in conjunction with the understanding that you cannot leapfrog levels.   One re-occurring example of modern life illustrates these truths over and over.  
"Winning the lottery isn't always what it's cracked up to be," says Evelyn Adams, who won the New Jersey lottery not just once, but twice (1985, 1986), to the tune of $5.4 million. Today the money is all gone and Adams lives in a trailer. "Everybody wanted my money. Everybody had their hand out. I never learned one simple word in the English language -- 'No.' I wish I had the chance to do it all over again. I'd be much smarter about it now," says Adams, who also lost money at the slot machines in Atlantic City. "I was a big-time gambler," admits Adams. "I didn't drop a million dollars, but it was a lot of money. I made mistakes, some I regret, some I don't. I'm human. I can't go back now so I just go forward, one step at a time."
William "Bud" Post won $16.2 million in the Pennsylvania lottery in 1988 but now lives on his Social Security. "I wish it never happened. It was totally a nightmare," says Post. A former girlfriend successfully sued him for a share of his winnings. It wasn't his only lawsuit. A brother was arrested for hiring a hit man to kill him, hoping to inherit a share of the winnings. Other siblings pestered him until he agreed to invest in a car business and a restaurant in Sarasota, Fla., -- two ventures that brought no money back and further strained his relationship with his siblings. Post even spent time in jail for firing a gun over the head of a bill collector. Within a year, he was $1 million in debt. He eventually declared bankruptcy. Now he lives quietly on $450 a month and food stamps. 

Suzanne Mullins won $4.2 million in the Virginia lottery in 1993. Now she's deeply in debt to a company that lent her money using the winnings as collateral. She borrowed $197,746.15, which she agreed to pay back with her yearly checks from the Virginia lottery through 2006. When the rules changed allowing her to collect her winnings in a lump sum, she cashed in the remaining amount. But she stopped making payments on the loan. She blamed the debt on the lengthy illness of her uninsured son-in-law, who needed $1 million for medical bills. Mark Kidd, the Roanoke, Va., lawyer who represented the Singer Asset Finance Company who sued Mullins, confirms her plight. He won a judgment for the company against Mullins for $154,147 last May, but they have yet to collect a nickel. "My understanding is she has no assets," says Kidd.

Ken Proxmire was a machinist when he won $1 million in the Michigan lottery. He moved to California and went into the car business with his brothers. Within five years, he had filed for bankruptcy. "He was just a poor boy who got lucky and wanted to take care of everybody," explains Ken's son Rick. "It was a hell of a good ride for three or four years, but now he lives more simply. There's no more talk of owning a helicopter or riding in limos. We're just everyday folk. Dad's now back to work as a machinist," says his son. 
Willie Hurt of Lansing, Mich., won $3.1 million in 1989. Two years later he was broke and charged with murder. His lawyer says Hurt spent his fortune on a divorce and crack cocaine.
Missourian Janite Lee won $18 million in 1993. Lee was generous to a variety of causes, giving to politics, education and the community. But according to published reports, eight years after winning, Lee had filed for bankruptcy with only $700 left in two bank accounts and no cash on hand.

One Southeastern family won $4.2 million in the early '90s. They bought a huge house and succumbed to repeated family requests for help in paying off debts. The house, cars and relatives ate the whole pot. Eleven years later, the couple is divorcing, the house is sold and they have to split what is left of the lottery proceeds. The wife got a very small house. The husband has moved in with the kids. 
You cannot leapfrogs levels.  And when you do not manage a level well you go back to the last level you managed with excellence.

Discussion Question:  What are some common levels people try to leapfrog only to fail disastrously? 
Managing your life and resources is the secret to everything.  Success is not primarily about opportunity, it is about managing your life well.   Management is not a position it is a lifestyle. 

You need to learn to 

manage your appetites
manage your emotions

manage your home
manage your money

manage your time
manage your family life

This is eminently spiritual stuff because it directly impacts how valuable you are in the kingdom of God.  Life management is the secret to life promotion, and it starts with managing yourself.  

Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.
The first line of defense in your life is your ability to manage and master your own self, your own appetites, your own aspirations, and your own weaknesses.   

Discussion Question (s):  What is something personal you need to start managing with more excellence?  

