Set Free

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  What are you looking forward to in this new year.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Last week we talked about being trapped in a life that seems to be making no progress. Sometimes the progress we need is “Internal” and not external.
Today we want to talk about Freedom.

There is no greater freedom than the freedom that is found in Christ. “If the Son (Jesus) has set you free you are free indeed!”

#1 How does Jesus set us free?


John 8:31-32 (Being His disciple, Following His teachings, Knowing the truth)

Truth equals Freedom!

In John 15 Jesus says ”No greater love has a man than this… that he lay down his life for His friends.”  It is often quoted but not fully understood. Jesus definitely laid down His life for us… He is definitely our Friend… but are we His friend?
Jesus says the very next verse “You are my friends if you do what I command.”

#2 Does this “if” make Jesus lesser of a friend? Does this put the conditional in what was supposed to be unconditional love.

When you came into a relationship with Christ things changed… However all of the change occurred in us… not God.  God never has changed how he feels about you and never will… what changed is how we feel about God.

#3 What were you like B.C.? (Before Christ) Share how you felt about God before your Christ conversion.

Jesus says something amazing in John 15:15. “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”  

We have come to the agreement that God’s love hasn’t changed towards us… It was our love towards him that changed.  But do not be confused on this… Your relationship with God can (and should) change.  The relationship changes as you learn truth.  You instantly go from Servant/Slave to Friend and Co-heir.  
Many people talk about freedom of worship, freedom from Sin, freedom from your past.. That’s all important! But those freedoms flow from the knowledge of Truth.

[No matter what you are needing freedom from you can have it right here right now!]

Wrap up & PRAYER
Vision:  Get great things done for God this year!
John 15:13-15 (NIV)
13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 

15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
John 8:36 (NIV)

36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
John 8:31-32 (NIV)
31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 

32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
