Go… and do the same

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Who did you want to be like when you were a kid.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Show Good Samaritan Video


“Go and do the same.”  This is what Jesus wants from us.  He has healed us… He wants us to do the same.  He has shown us mercy, grace, and kindness… He wants us to do the same. He has freely given without asking in return… 
Remember the 2000 movie “Pay it forward.”  A lot of people really grabbed on to this idea and adopted it into their new age philosophy.  The idea states that someone does good to you, you go and do something good to someone else. Instead of paying it back… pay it forward.  This is not a new age concept… It is a Christ concept.

We receive from Christ… we receive good things from Him.  Far too often we don’t let a transfer take place.  God wants to do more than change our situations for good… He wants to change us as people for good.
God wants to bless you and then send you to be a blessing.  He calls Abraham not to just be blessed… but to be a blessing to the world.
#1 How can a Christian be a blessing to the world?  Seriously… the world is huge?


{By simply being what your called to be in Christ}


{Not something you do… it’s something you are}

#2 What did Abraham do to gain the blessing that would bless the world?


{He Obeyed! Genesis 22:15-18}
We become something new when we are found in Christ and live in obedience to His Word. 1 Cor 6:9-11 gives us a long list of some of the things we were before Christ.  It doesn’t “beat around the bush” or leave anything to the imagination. It’s hard core. It’s a list of things that would keep us from inheriting the Kingdom of God…
The writer, Paul, then tells us that we aren’t these things anymore because… “You are washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”

When we truly cross over into Jesus we leave behind things that hurt other people. Immorality, Greed, Stealing, Drunkeness, Dishonesty and Usery… these are things we were before Christ.  He’s called us out of these things. 

#3  A poll says 80% of Americans claim to be Christians.  Why doesn’t the world reflect this?  {If this number is correct – not enough people are “Going and doing the same”}
#4 How will the world know we are who we say we are?


{The neighbor was the one who showed pity}



{Our Love}
Think back to the parable… We were the one robbed and left for dead.  Jesus didn’t pass us by… He gave us a new life.  Will we “Go and do the same” for the many we pass on the street today?
Wrap up & PRAYER
Vision: Let’s make an effort to connect our friends to this small group.
Genesis 18:17-19 (NIV)

17 Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 

18 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 

19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him."
Genesis 22:15-18 (The Message)
 15-18 The angel of God spoke from Heaven a second time to Abraham: "I swear—God's sure word!—because you have gone through with this, and have not refused to give me your son, your dear, dear son, I'll bless you—oh, how I'll bless you! And I'll make sure that your children flourish—like stars in the sky! like sand on the beaches! And your descendants will defeat their enemies. All nations on Earth will find themselves blessed through your descendants because you obeyed me."
1 Cor 6:9-11 (NIV)

 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 

10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

John 13:35 (NIV)
35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

