Church

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about your first memory of going to church…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· EDIFICATION: 
[VIDEO – What is the Church?]    {Any comments on the video}

#1 What is the Church?
Maybe a better question is “Who” is the church? The Bible speaks of the church as though it were a living entity or a living organism. Yet often when people in the 21st century refer to the church it is a place.  “I went to church, afterward I went to the mall.”  “Where do you go to church?” “Where is your church?”

#2 Is there a disconnect between the modern day understanding of the church and it’s God ordained role?  If so… why?

#3 God has given special things to the church to “build it up” and prepare it for “works of service.”  What are they?  (Ephesians 4:11)
#4 Why be a part of the church?
Paul likens the church to a body. A body has different parts… these parts have different gifts and strengths… We will miss out on these gifts if we aren’t connected to the body… the Church.  

#5 Tell us about a time being connected to the Church helped you.

1 Cor 12 says “members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”  You don’t see this anywhere else in the world.  Have you ever had great news but no one to celebrate with?!  Or how about sad news but no one with which to mourn…
November 8th was a huge day for Redemption Church.  We had our grand opening and we celebrated with a record crowd.  Our good friend Briggen Baker was baptized and it was awesome. It was a success and we all celebrated with smiles and laughter.  David Schaffer was a part of that day of celebration. He greeted you as you came in the front door… (SHOW PICTURE), but what you might not know is the day prior, David’s father had suffered a heart attack and was left brain dead on a life support machine.  Even though David was in a time of mourning he rejoiced with those who rejoiced.
The following day members of Redemption took off their rejoicing party hats to sit with David as he turned off his father’s life support.  They mourned with those who mourn.
“Members should have the same care for one another.”  That is life in the Church!  When you are a part of the body, you aren’t alone… whether you rejoice or mourn.
#6 {INTERNAL} When was the last time I took the time to care?  Have I avoided people when they need my help?  Have I spent time, have I opened my heart, have I opened my wallet…
<Prayer>

If you are in a time of mourning, share that information… we will mourn with you, we will pray with you.  If you are in a time of celebration, share that information… we will rejoice with you and give God all the credit.  That’s what the church is supposed to do.
Vision: BE THE CHURCH.  Not just at small group or Sunday Service… but all the time.  Be the Church.
Think about the video we watched…so many people don’t know what the church of Jesus Christ truly is.             Let’s show them. Let’s show them by caring for eachother…
Matthew 5:13-16 (The Message)

13"Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. 

 14-16"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill.

John 13:35 (NIV)

35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV)
11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
1 Corinthians 12:25-27 (NIV)

 25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 

 26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 

 27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

