Worship

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Worst fashion mistake you liked making…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Today we are talking about worship, but first let’s review the idea we discussed at the close our last small group.  Transparency is a goal for us. We want people to be comfortable sharing their struggles as well as their successes. This that we all are trustworthy – What’s said in here, stays in here! It will also require that we take off our mask of religious superiority and share our struggles as well. Oh yes… we all have struggles.
The strength of this Group is two-fold. (1) - Its size (small) keeps us from getting lost in the shuffle. (2) – The people in this group are the value. It would be a shame if you hid who you really are or pretended to be something else. You are the value of this group.  Be authentic, be you.
#1 What is worship?
Worship is a verb.  It’s an act… something you do.  This is true, yet there is more. Worship is something that you do… but it’s also something that you were made to do/created for.
#2 Do you agree? Is everyone created for worship?

a. What about those that don’t believe in God?
Israel kept falling into trouble related with worshiping other gods, most notably the Golden calf… Mankind must worship something. Israel couldn’t just stop worshiping the creator without turning to worship something else. Paul rights about how mankind turns from the creator to worship the created in Romans 1.

#3 If all of mankind is called to Worship the Creator… what stops us?
Our picture of worship becomes distorted when we can’t see ourselves, who we perceive ourselves to truly be, give honor and recognition to God.  It becomes more cloudy as we watch others worship and try to duplicate ourselves in a cookie cutter fashion. Then we feel fake… Hard to worship when you feel fake.
We read about creation worshiping God. We read about mountains and hills, trees, rivers, oceans… Creation… nature… This is an authentic picture of worship.  The tree worshiped by… doing what it was created to do. When it worshiped it didn’t start doing something uncharacteristic.  The tree didn’t start wearing Christian themed t-shirts and a wwjd bracelet.  Sometimes we get caught up in a cookie cutter way of thinking and enter into unintrensic activity… this is not worship.
#4 In Mark 5 we read about the demoniac.  When did he become free from the legion of demons? (it happened after he worshiped)
Most people would take this moment to preach you a sermon about worship freeing you, and they’d be correct. What we want to reveal is… There are people who refuse to worship until they clean their life up, or perhaps feel unworthy to approach God with praise because of guilt… hidden sin.  We could learn a lot from the demoniac. He was unclean, yet he approached. He was scarred from self abuse, yet he approached running. He was an outcast that was possessed with up to 6000 demons, yet he approached running and worshiping.
You don’t have to change one thing to come worship, but by coming closer to Jesus change will happen! The change that happens is not some duplicate cookie cutter change… It’s finding your purpose… Becoming what you were created for.
· PRAISE
Vision: Transparency – we need it. Be authentic. It would be a shame for you to hide who you are or for you to try to be something you aren’t. Be you… we like you.
Romans 1 (NLT)

21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 

22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 

23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.

 24 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 

25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.

Psalm 98:7-9 (NLT)

7 Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise!
      Let the earth and all living things join in.
 8 Let the rivers clap their hands in glee!
      Let the hills sing out their songs of joy
 9 before the Lord.
Isaiah 55:12-13 (NIV)

 12 You will go out in joy 
       and be led forth in peace; 
       the mountains and hills 
       will burst into song before you, 
       and all the trees of the field 
       will clap their hands. 

 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, 
       and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. 
       This will be for the LORD's renown, 
       for an everlasting sign, 
       which will not be destroyed."

Mark 5:1-9 (NIV)

1And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 

 2And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 

 3Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 

 4Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 

 5And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 

 6But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 

 7And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 

 8For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 

 9And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 

