Stick to the Plan

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about something MAJOR you planned on doing that actually worked out.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
God has a plan. He always has a plan. Adam & Eve mess things up in the Garden… God has a plan. Cain kills Able… God has a plan. Job loses everything… God has a plan. Israel becomes enslaved in Egypt… God has a plan. A wandering tribe needs to survive the wilderness… God has a plan. The tribe becomes a nation that turns its back on God… no worries… He has a plan. Evil Kings exile Israel… God has a plan. Jesus the messiah is rejected by His own people and killed on a cross… Plan!  Saul of Tarsus is leading persecution against the New Testament Church… God has a plan.
This is nowhere near an exhaustive list. The point is that we know… God always has a plan. We can’t always see it or understand it… but it is there! It is here all around us.
It’s easy to believe and profess “yes I believe God has a plan” but many times when the storm hits we often lose sight of this. Much like the Disciples in Luke 8.
#1 Have you ever lost sight or hope that God had a plan? (How did it turn out?)


God works in the good times… but He works in the bad times also! Let’s say this… Faith works in the good times and in the bad times!  Sometimes we think Faith is a get out of bad times card… it isn’t… but it will help you get THROUGH them.
#2 If you are going through hard or tough times it doesn’t mean your faith is faulty… 

What does it mean?
(Does 1 Peter 1:6-7 apply to this?)

“Ok Ok I get it God has a plan… it’s not always easy.”  Well because it’s not always easy, some give up.  Paul told us not to be weary in doing good for at the proper time we will reap a harvest… IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP.
#3 [Let’s be transparent] Have you ever wanted to “Give up?”

God has a plan working in our lives. A plan to save us and give us purpose… but His plan is not complete. It doesn’t matter how long you have been actively pursuing God – His Plan isn’t complete yet, but He is still working. “There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears.”  
No matter who you are or how you’ve messed up you can take comfort in the fact that God has never stopped working in your life!  The One who “started this great work” will “Keep at it”, He will stick to the plan, he will continue to work in you until Jesus appears. 
{Prayer}
Vision: Be aware of God’s plan.  Seek his guidance.  Stick to His plan even when you want to quit.  Re-commit to His plan.
Philippians 1:4-6 (NIV)
4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:3-6 (The Message)

 3-6Every time you cross my mind, I break out in exclamations of thanks to God. Each exclamation is a trigger to prayer. I find myself praying for you with a glad heart. I am so pleased that you have continued on in this with us, believing and proclaiming God's Message, from the day you heard it right up to the present. There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears.
Galatians 6:8-9 (NIV)

8The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
1 Peter 1:6-7 (The Message)

 6-7I know how great this makes you feel, even though you have to put up with every kind of aggravation in the meantime. Pure gold put in the fire comes out of it proved pure; genuine faith put through this suffering comes out proved genuine. When Jesus wraps this all up, it's your faith, not your gold, that God will have on display as evidence of his victory.

Luke 8:22-25 (NIV)
 22One day Jesus said to his disciples, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake." So they got into a boat and set out. 

23As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 

 24The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Master, Master, we're going to drown!" 

   He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25"Where is your faith?" he asked his disciples. 
      In fear and amazement they asked one another, "Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him."

SING SING SING

We will sing, sing, sing
And make music with the heavens

We will sing, sing, sing
Grateful that You hear us

When we shout your praise
Lift high the name of Jesus


What's not to love about You?

Heaven and earth adore You

Kings and kingdoms bow down

Son of God, You are the One

You are the One we're living for

You are the love that frees us

You are the light that leads us

Like a fire burning

Son of God, You are the One

You are the one we're living for
Verse
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