Prayer

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Prayer is powerful. It wins battles, defeats enemies, rescues people from prison walls. It changes hearts – it changes countries, cultures and generations. Prayer heals, prayer saves.  It erases our sin and puts us in right standing with God. It has no expiration date… and you can be confident that your prayer is heard. 
#1 There are a lot of benefits to prayer, yet many followers of Christ lack a real prayer life. Why?

Many people have a misunderstanding of prayer. It’s simply talking to God… but why do you hear some people talk to God with all the doeths and the thus and soeths? They would never talk to there friends like this…? 
#2 Why do people conjure up the King James English to pray? 

Prayer is not about your ability… It’s about God’s ability. If you pray with over the top emotion or with a simple whisper - it’s still about God’s ability. Nor can your intellect and vocabulary impress God into acting on your behalf. The length of your prayer isn’t a deciding factor.  You can’t conjure up God and make Him move.  Then it would be about your ability to make God move. 
Is there a deciding factor..? Yes!  Your connection with God is the factor.  “The prayer of a Righteous man is powerful and effective.”  The word righteous can be overwhelming… think Right-standing. The prayer of a man in right standing with God is powerful and effective.
In Revelation 5 we are offered a glimpse into heaven and we see vials containing the prayers of the saints. They are on display in heaven… they are ever before God! Every prayer you have ever prayed or had prayed for you... is before God!
Let’s talk prayer misconceptions…
Prayer is not repeating the same words over and over, and it is not reading out of a prayer book.
God is not reluctant - He is willing…

Prayer is not getting God’s attention… it’s placing your attention on Him.

Prayer is not alerting God of Your need.

An unanswered prayer is not a failure… Not praying is a failure. 

Jesus had an unanswered prayer in the Garden…

Prayer is not a last option.

Prayer is not about you or your need.

#3 Any questions about prayer?
#4 What can we pray with you about?
{Prayer}
Vision: Pray. Seek that Connection between you and God.
James 5:15-17 (New International Version)

15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 

16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

1 John 5:13-15 (New International Version)

14This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

Matthew 6:7 (King James Version)

 7But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.

8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

Beautiful One

Wonderful so wonderful is Your unfailing love
Your cross is spoken mercy over me
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart can fully know
How glorious, how beautiful You are



Beautiful one I love 
Beautiful one I adore
Beautiful one my soul must sing



Powerful so powerful Your glory fills the skies
Your mighty works displayed for all to see
The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing
How marvelous, how wonderful You are

You opened my eyes to Your wonders anew
You captured my heart with this love
‘Cause nothing on earth is as beautiful as You
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