Play your Position

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your sports moment…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
In team sports nothing is more annoying than someone not playing their position. Public gyms across the nation are filled with people who think they should be the point guard. It becomes very obvious that they should re-think their position. If you are 6’9” and weigh 270 you should probably think about playing center or power forward and let the 6’1” 190 pound fast guy run the point.
A large part of running a successful game plan on the court or field is getting the player to play the position that suits them best. The same can be said for life outside the sports arena.  God has made us all different… we have skill sets, temperaments, and personalities that are not always alike.  
#1 Tell us about you… what sets you a part? What are you good at? What are your skills?
#2 Why would God make us all different?

In the body of Christ… that’s you and me and all the believers around the world… there are different positions given by God. Do we know what they are…?  Let’s name them…
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers – This is known as the 5 fold ministry. These are 5 distinct roles God has set up in the church. 5 different ways to minister, to contribute…  The God who created us all to be different allows us… even desires that we be different in ministry.
#3 Let’s not get the cart in front of the horse… we are talking about ministry… what is ministry?

Ministry is helping, sharing, delivering… Ministry is everything Jesus did… we now do.
Can you minister? Yes absolutely.  In fact you do all the time… When you share your story with us at small group… you may not realize it, but that’s ministry…
#4 Ok… so back to the 5 fold ministry… what is the purpose of these 5 different ministries? (Eph 4:12-13)
God uses our differences to build up, to get people ready to serve… to bring Unity. Nowhere else in the world do differences bring unity, but the Body of Christ.

Let’s point out that “Religion” leads us down the wrong road in this area. Religion often cranks out cookie cutters who are all the same, who talk alike and look alike… Legalism then creeps up and declares “there is something wrong” with anyone who doesn’t measure up to the standard of sameness…  We all end trying to be point guards and miss out on the different gifts God has placed in us.  We end up being fakes…   This is not God’s plan. He wants to use our differences.
Beyond the 5 fold ministries there are also gifts of the Spirit in 1 Cor 12 that are way different.  Being used in these gifts will further bring distinct differences to build up the body. 

Now… what part will you play in all of this? Eph 4 tells us to no longer be infants… that each part should do its work. Hebrews 5 rebukes saying some of you ought to be Teachers by now… The writer is telling them that they aren’t progressing in their faith… they aren’t stepping up into ministry. They remain infants.
Where do you belong on this team God is putting together? Are you praying about this? It’s an important question. It’s amazing that God number 1, wants us on his team, and number 2 will allow us to bring our differences with us.
{Prayer}

VISION – be different.  Embrace your differences and the differences in others around you.
Find the position you were made to play in God’s kingdom.
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NIV)

11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Hebrews 5:11-13 (NIV)

 11We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness.















