Cloud of Witnesses

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about something you saw you couldn’t hardly believe…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
The children of Israel where on their way to the promised land.  They were in the middle of a dessert wilderness, but they were headed to the promise land.  God was most certainly with them. Let’s make a quick list of things God was doing for the children of Israel… It would have been impossible to not notice the work of God…
10 Plagues in Egypt, The Red Sea Parting, Enemies drowned in the Red Sea, Pillar of Cloud, Pillar of Fire, The Rock that gave water, The Mannah – Bread from Heaven, clothes that never wore out, The 10 Commandments…
This list could go on further.  The point is, Israel had a first-hand witness to awesome supernatural power of God. They saw that God was Big, but that He also was kind and caring and faithful.  

Seeing so much of God’s handy work, surely they were willing to follow God. I’m sure they were models of faith… WRONG! All they did was complain and murmur.  They turned to worship other god’s like a golden calf, they undermined Moses, they said many times… We had it better in Egypt.  EARTH TO ISRAEL – YOU WERE SLAVES IN EGYPT!   
#1 Why, having seen so much of the power of God on display, were the Children of Israel this way? Why weren’t they grateful followers of God, the one who delivered them? Having seen the first hand faithfulness of God, why weren’t they themselves faithful?
#2 How is it that the Children of Israel viewed themselves as weak “grasshoppers” when they had the Almighty God working in their midst daily?

Does anyone remember what Hebrews 11 is about?  It’s the faith Chapter! It’s basically a Hall of Fame of people who walked by faith.  Abraham, Moses, David, Joseph… A long long list.  In Hebrews 12 the writer continues his idea… (Read verse again)  Those who showed faith in Hebrews 11 are our great cloud of witnesses.  Since we have such great examples we should live life at a higher level… we should throw off our hindrances and look unto Jesus. 

Israel was “surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses” – First-hand accounts of God!  We too are sounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
#3 Tell the group of a First-Hand account of God.

#4 How important is it that we share our testimonies.


It adds to the cloud of witnesses…  We overcome with it… Rev 12:11
We were hard on the children of Israel today, and rightly so. They were given so much and fell so short…  But if we are honest, we will admit we aren’t very different.  We have been given so much, so many infallible proofs that God is on the scene, but we aren’t always living our lives at a higher level.
Since we have been given such a great cloud of witnesses, shouldn’t we be living life at a higher level. Our worship should be at a higher level. Our devotion and faithfulness should be at a higher level.  Our faith, our boldness, our mercy and forgiveness…. Shouldn’t we have eyes that are fixed on Jesus? 

{Prayer}

VISION

Be aware of the Great Cloud of witnesses that surround our lives! Live life at a higher level, a level that God is calling you to walk in.  Share the witnesses with others.
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Hebrews 12:1-2 (New International Version)

 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
Exodus 13:21 (New International Version)

21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.
Exodus 16:15 (New International Version)

15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. 
      Moses said to them, "It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat.

Exodus 17:6 (New International Version)

6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.

Deuteronomy 19:5 (New International Version)

5 During the forty years that I led you through the desert, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet.

Numbers 13:33 (New International Version)

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them."

Revelation 12:11 (New International Version)
11They overcame him 
      by the blood of the Lamb 
      and by the word of their testimony
















