Heaven or Hell!

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about something that Crashed and Burned…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Heaven and Hell. The very mention of these places brings a heaviness to any conversation. “Oh Heaven and Hell… that’s serious stuff.”
#1 Why does “Heaven and Hell” bring such a heavy feeling?

a. Do you feel it’s a heavy topic?  Why?

b. Is it God’s intent for it to be heavy?  (Serious, but not heavy)
When we think Heaven or Hell we think Death and Judgment.  Our lives have ended and God has weighed our actions and decided our eternal fate.  The sense of finality scares people.  However… do we really think God wants us to feel this way about Eternity? Could it be that we mis-think the whole situation?
The last 2 meetings we have talked about Finding Purpose and the Predictability of God.  You have been purposed for an eternal life. Everyone will spend an eternity somewhere. We also want you to know that God doesn’t want hell for us… “He’s not willing that any of us perish but all come to repentance.”
#2 How can a loving God create a place like Hell and send people there.?
This is a heavy question. A lot of people have been thrown for a loop with this question. Don’t ever avoid the tough questions, meet them head on. Most people will focus on how bad hell is… therefore God is bad. Here we find a find a misconception that God sends us to hell. God gives us the desires that we want… whether they be good or bad. (Rom 1:24, Psalm 37:4)
If we desire His presence and His rule in this life, He will give us an eternity of His presence and rule. This is the purpose of Heaven. If we desire a life free from His presence and His rule, He will give us an eternity free from His presence and rule. This is the purpose of Hell.  God isn’t sending us, people are choosing to go.

Man has always had a choice. In the garden of Eden, God set up a tree that they shouldn’t mess with… Adam and Eve chose to mess with it. In the Garden of Eden, they had access to all the good things of God, paradise, love, no pain etc. – They chose the tree…    #3 How stupid was it for Adam and Eve to mess with that tree?
We too have access to the good things of God. Many times we chose the tree as well… accept the tree is greed, lust, bitterness, hatred, pride… We really aren’t in that different of a situation… 
Heaven and Hell is not about God’s love or hatred, mercy or judgment, good news bad news… it’s about choice.  
#4 Is God being unfair to give us a choice/free will?

Silly question right? Kind of absurd, but most people who argue God is cruel, have no charge to bring against God, except that He gives us free will.
Heaven is a real place. We could spend a long time describing what will be in heaven, but the real key is WHO will be in heaven… Jesus will be there.  Hell is also a real place and we could spend time describing it, but the real key is WHO WILL NOT be there… Jesus.
Many mess up trying to go to heaven and trying to avoid hell.  They think if they do the right things, don’t do the wrong things, they will end up in heaven. I read my bible, went to church. I didn’t do drugs… Matt 7:22-24 shows that some people will try to get to heaven on actions, but that it won’t work. God will tell them plainly “I never knew you.”  Heaven is for those that Know God… not just know about Him but really know Him.
{Prayer} [God we want to know you…”]
VISION – Don’t worry about eternity… seek to know God better every day.
Matthew 7:22-24 (New International Version)

22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'

Romans 1:24 (New International Version)

 24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.

Psalm 37:4 (New International Version)

 4 Delight yourself in the LORD 
       and he will give you the desires of your heart.

2 Peter 3:9 (King James Version)

 9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
















