A short walk… on Water

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your sports moment…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Have you ever known you were suppose to do something. Suppose to… destined to… purposed to do something? Some people spend their entire lives searching for purpose.

We hope you know - Your life is meant for far more than owning a car, working a job, making money, and buying things. You are meant for great things.
Finding your purpose is SO IMPORTANT! There are 2 kinds of purpose – A general Purpose that all men and women share and a Specific Purpose that could be special and different from person to person.  

#1 What would be an example of a General Purpose? (Providing food, shelter, love for family…Happiness)

#2 What would be an example of a specific purpose? 

#3 Have you ever known your specific purpose but seemed too busy with general purpose activities to ever accomplish the specific purposes? 
You aren’t alone! Jesus had the most Mammoth specific purpose ever yet spent the majority of his days working as a carpenter. He didn’t even have a ministry until he was 30 and his ministry was only 3 ½ years long. As a child Jesus was talking with rabbis in the temple and His mother came looking for Him. She was bothered that her son had gotten away from parental supervision… Young Jesus responded – I’m about my Father’s Business.

The Disciples Juggled following Jesus with their day jobs as fisher men. We see on the mission field that Paul supported himself by working as a tent maker.  If you have ever found yourself in a job to make ends meet… a job that certainly wasn’t your specific destined purpose… you aren’t alone. There are biblical examples as well as people in this very room who have been through this.

#4 What keeps people from their purpose? What keeps them from stepping into great things?   
(Not know or understanding the purpose, lacking knowledge, Fear!)
Don’t let fear stop you from your purpose. If God has destined that you do something, doing that thing will be one of the safer things you do in life… “If God be for you who can be against you?”  Think about how scary it was for Peter to step off the safety of the ship.  Now remember… the ship was really safe. They weren’t in control of that ship… the storm was. The disciples were in a panic and when they saw Jesus they thought he was a ghost.  The safest moment that Peter experiences in this whole story is the moment he steps off that ship and has his focus on Jesus. 
We remember too often that Peter ended up getting distracted by the waves and fell into the sea. Let’s also remember – he walked on water. Let’s also remember when he did fall, Jesus reached down and saved him. 
What are you needing to step out from? What has been stopping you? Do you know your purpose?  Let’s seek God’s help.
{Prayer}

VISION – Eph 2:10 - You are God’s workmanship. God has prepared works for you to do. 
Matthew 14:22-33 (The Message)

22-23As soon as the meal was finished, he insisted that the disciples get in the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he dismissed the people. With the crowd dispersed, he climbed the mountain so he could be by himself and pray. He stayed there alone, late into the night. 

 24-26Meanwhile, the boat was far out to sea when the wind came up against them and they were battered by the waves. At about four o'clock in the morning, Jesus came toward them walking on the water. They were scared out of their wits. "A ghost!" they said, crying out in terror. 

 27But Jesus was quick to comfort them. "Courage, it's me. Don't be afraid." 

 28Peter, suddenly bold, said, "Master, if it's really you, call me to come to you on the water." 

 29-30He said, "Come ahead." 

   Jumping out of the boat, Peter walked on the water to Jesus. But when he looked down at the waves churning beneath his feet, he lost his nerve and started to sink. He cried, "Master, save me!" 

 31Jesus didn't hesitate. He reached down and grabbed his hand. Then he said, "Faint-heart, what got into you?" 

 32-33The two of them climbed into the boat, and the wind died down. The disciples in the boat, having watched the whole thing, worshiped Jesus, saying, "This is it! You are God's Son for sure!" 
Ephesians 2:10
10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.















