Easy Come… Easy Go…

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Name a public figure you have a lot of respect for…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Don’t you just love receiving gifts. Remember Christmas or Birthdays? People love opening a wrapped present. What could be better…?  As good as it is to receive… Jesus said it is more of a blessing to give than to receive.  

#1 Why is it more blessed to give than to receive? What makes it more of a blessing…?
Jesus said in Matt 10:8 “Freely You have received, Freely Give.”  Think about all the free things we receive… These are things we don’t have to pay for or receive through our own power or actions.  Free as in you don’t earn this… It’s a gift.  The sun gave you warmth, Rain fell from the sky cleansing and sustaining the earth, the Natural beauty all around you like trees, flowers, clouds, stars… Theses was given freely and we don’t often give it a 2nd thought..  Those are some great external things, let’s go internal…
Your heart beat, did you earn that or was that freely given.  The air in your lungs? You pay for that? What could you pay for that…? It’s kinda priceless.  How about your senses…? Touch, smell, taste, sight, hearing. What did you exchange to receive these wonderful gifts?  How about love? Hope? Peace?  These things are freely given!  Let’s try Mercy… Lamentations 3 says You are given new mercy every morning.  You didn’t earn Grace, it’s very definition is Un-earned, Un-merited favor. We haven’t even mentioned Salvation, the blood of Jesus, A cross and 3 nails. We haven’t brought up repentance, forgiveness, being baptized into Jesus, being filled with His Spirit, or heaven.

#3 We have been given these things freely… do we appreciate it enough?  Do we realize the greatness of what we have been given?   Why or why not?  
#4 Receiving what we’ve been given, do we then give freely?
A. What does it mean to give freely?
Ever hear the phrase “Easy come easy go.”  I think it’s heard most often at casinos as people are dealt a losing hand at

the black jack table.  A lot of things come to us very easily, but do they easily go from us? God has meant our lives to be rivers where His blessings flow into our lives and flow from our lives.  The blessings He gives us are not meant to end with us, but we are to pass it on.  We aren’t suppose to pass it on for a price… it was received freely it should be given freely.  

There is something about human nature that struggles with giving. Instead of a river that blessing flows through, our lives become dammed up.  We become a reservoir trying to reserve and preserve every blessing… It comes to us easy but we don’t always let it go from us very easily.
#5 Why do we have trouble giving freely?

The flow of blessing becomes obstructed by greed, vanity, pride, fear, a lack of faith and simply not being aware or not caring about others.
Damming up or blocking the river is bad for the people down-stream. God has called us to minister to them, to help them, to bless them… but blocking the river is bad for us as well.  It stops new blessings from flowing into our lives. It’s more blessed to give because in giving you are making more room for blessing as well as helping others. Many people don’t give freely because they lack this understanding.  The measure you use in giving will be the measure God uses to return blessing to You.  This is a huge promise. We usual do the opposite… we let our blessing define our giving. God’s faith plan is for our giving to define our blessing. 
#6 (Internal Question) Do I believe that God will take care of me? Do I believe the promise of “Give and it shall be given.”  Do I need to grow in my faith in the area of giving?  Am I thankful for the free gifts I receive? Do I give freely?
{Prayer} 
VISION – Try to live out Luke 6:30 this week.  Let’s read it together… 
Acts 20:35 (New International Version)

(Paul speaking…Quotes Jesus)

35I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Luke 6:30 (New International Version)

30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.
Luke 6:38 (New International Version)

38Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."
















