Predictable

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  I was shocked… I didn’t see that coming…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
God is a lot of things. Love, hope, strength, healer, deliverer… way too many things to even name. Today we are going to point out that God is Predictable. That’s right… predictable. The All Powerful, All Knowing, Omni-present God of the Universe… is predictable.
We read the familiar story of Jonah. Jonah was mad at God and tried his best not to go to Ninevah.  Bad Idea! Get thrown off a boat and swallowed by a fish.  Talk about a strange detour… he ends up in Ninevah and preaches the message of destruction.  The whole city Repents… and Jonah is still not happy. He tells God - I told you so… I knew you would do this…  You are merciful and slow to anger.  When people repent you forgive them.
Jonah totally predicted God. He was being a jerk about it… but Jonah did have a point. 
#1 Is God Predictable? How so?
#2 Is Predictable a negative term?

We usually think of predictable being boring or mediocre… but predictability leads to trust.  If you can’t predict someone you really can’t trust them.  We know if we confess our sin that God is faithful and just to forgive… that’s predictable… that’s something I can trust about God.  I can reveal my weakness and shortcomings to God and not fear Him judging me… but rather experience His forgiveness and the peace that comes with it.
#3 Where does God’s word fit in with this subject of predictability?

God himself never changes. His Word has no expiration, it is settled forever. So if you know His Word you will go a long way towards knowing and understanding God.
God always does right. When He comes to a situation to tell the truth or lie… Forgive or hold a grudge… to be faithful or faithless…. Whatever the situation – God is predictable.  Now… His ways are higher than ours, He works in mysterious ways, God does some shocking things like parting red seas, like shepherd boys slaying giants, like huge fish swallows prophet… How he works can be unpredictable and miraculous, but to the end that He works is always, predictably for the right.
#4Are we predictable?
We should try to be predictable. Always tell the truth, always forgive, always help, always love, always faithful… Like Job, who never cursed God even though everything was really bad.
Paul wrote in Romans 7 that he(Paul) intends to do right and stop doing bad, but that something goes wrong deep within him. Does this sound familiar to you? It sounds like my life story. Paul says “It happens so regularly that it's predictable.”
If we are predictable at all, it’s that we are predictably unpredictable.  Sometimes we have hated people. We have wished other people harm. We haven’t always told the truth. We have stolen and we have envied. We have lusted. We have been unfaithful… 
Do try to make better decision, to be predictable, to always do the right thing.  DON’T be surprised when you come up short.  When you falter, God is still predictable.  He is still “faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” When you sin… quickly repent. Don’t wait for a church service or a small group… Be predictable with asking forgiveness. Be predictable about turning back towards God.
{Prayer} [Repentance]
VISION – Let’s be thankful for God’s Consistency. Try to be more consistent in your daily life. 
Jonah 1:1-4, 15, 17
 1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 

 3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. 

4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.

15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 

 17 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah 2:10

10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Jonah 3:3, 5, 10
 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh.

5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.

 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.
Jonah 4:1-4
 1 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 

 4 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?" 
Romans 7:19-21 (The Message)
I decide to do good, but I don't really do it; I decide not to do bad, but then I do it anyway. My decisions, such as they are, don't result in actions. Something has gone wrong deep within me and gets the better of me every time. 

 It happens so regularly that it's predictable.
John 1:9 (NIV)
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.















