A Standard of Giving

· `GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  When I was kid I once got in trouble for…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Last week we talked about giving. We receive freely we should give freely, in fact the level of our giving determines the level of our blessing. We talked about the promise of “Give and it shall be given” and received the challenge of Luke 6:30 “Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.”    This week we will continue to talk about the power of giving.
#1 When faced with an opportunity to give or help what thoughts run through our minds?
(Make sure the group thinks beyond money and materialistic giving in their response)
We put standards on everything.  What is the value of good restaurant service? (15%)  What is a reasonable amount to spend on certain occasions. What is a good amount to give to charity; someone in need.  If we give someone a birthday present, Christmas, or wedding gift… we expect one in return eventually.  When we do someone a favor we expect one in return. What is a decent or expected amount of time to give to help to a friend? These standards and conditions are so prevalent and end up controlling our giving as much as our ability to give.

#2 Do you agree? Is this a human nature? Tell us how you feel about these standards and conditions of giving.  
Jesus asked, in Luke 6, about lending and expecting repayment and loving those who will love you back. “What credit is that to you?” Jesus asked “Even sinners/unbelievers do that.” He commands us to pray for those who won’t pray for us but instead mistreat us. “Bless those that curse you.” “Love your enemies.” If someone strikes you on your face don’t retaliate, instead offer the other side of your face. 
Let’s not pretend this is easy or that it comes naturally. The words that Jesus spoke in Luke 6 condemn us all.  These words seem impossible and undoable. You may feel “By doing what Jesus said in Luke 6 we will be taken advantage of and lose all our money and be poor.” Trust me you’re not alone in that feeling, for His words in Luke 6 are a direct challenge to our standards and conditions on giving and loving.
At the beginning of Luke 6, the Lord’s disciples are accused by the Pharisees of breaking the Sabbath for picking corn and eating it.  The Sabbath represents the 7th day of creation where God rested, and by Old Testament law all should rest on that day as well and not do work.  Jesus himself is also accused of breaking the Sabbath for healing a man’s shriveled hand in Luke 6.  The actions of Jesus and His disciples confronted the Pharisee’s standards and conditions.  These standards and conditions are known as legalism – Strict adherence to the letter of the law rather than the spirit of the law.  The spirit of the Sabbath law was to “remember the Sabbath day and keep it Holy,” and neither Jesus or His disciples dishonored the Sabbath.  Yet the Pharisees were trying to enforce the letter of the law. 
This scenario sets the context of Luke 6. How do you defeat legalism? Answer – By giving and loving beyond conditions or standards. Romans 13 declares that Love is the fulfillment of the law. This is great news! We no longer have to live life like a huge rule book and try to maintain every standard and condition!  But, it also means we need to love our neighbor as ourselves.  Easier said than done… I made sure I was fed today… did I make sure my neighbor was fed? I clothed myself… what about my neighbor. I talked and hung out with my great friends at small group… did I even check on my neighbor?   
#3 This is challenging! Talk about it. What needs to change in order to give beyond conditions and standards?
{Story} Clyde Fluitt is Chris’ dad who lives in Waco Tx.  There is a man he’s been helping named Curtis. Curtis is a drug addict and alcoholic who has been in and out of jail, uneducated, and sometimes homeless. Clyde brought Curtis to church and introduced him to Christ and that brought a great deal of change to Curtis. Clyde wanted to help Curtis get honest work so for the last 2 years he had Curtis tend his yard.  Curtis would show up with a lawn mower and cut the yard and Clyde would pay him $10-15. Curtis was always so appreciative and would grin ear to ear.  
In July Clyde found out the lawnmower didn’t belong to Curtis. Curtis would rent a lawnmower for 10 dollars and go fill it with gas and show up to cut the grass.  The amount that Curtis was making was practically nothing. Clyde’s heart sank and he knew God was talking to him.  He told Curtis to go find a good deal on a lawnmower, a weed eater, and hedge trimmers.  Curtis thought he was finding this equipment for Clyde, but actually he was picking it out for himself and Clyde would pay for it.  Curtis is now running his own lawn care business. He isn’t looking for honest work and borrowing to make ends meet… he has his own business.
Wouldn’t it be great to give like this? You can!    {Prayer}   VISION – Erase your conditions. Luke 6:30
Romans 13:8-10 (New International Version)


8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
Luke 6:27-36 (New International Version)

27"But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' do that. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
















