You betta’ Recognize

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Who did you talk to the most in High School or College?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Samuel heard God, but Samuel didn’t know He was hearing God. Samuel wanted to be obedient, he wanted to serve. He believed strongly in Jehovah God and held the Temple with high regard. He spent all His time in the Temple… yet Samuel did not recognize God.
#1 Could it be that we have the same problem in our time? Why?
There are more churches on our planet than any other time in human history. With more churches come more teachers & pastors preaching more messages than ever before. There is much more ministry and diversity of ministry.  This is great… BUT at the same time Agnosticism is at an all time high.

#2 Someone explain the difference between Atheists and Agnostics. 



{Atheists don’t believe in God. Agnostics believe in God but don’t believe He is active.}
A lot of people believe in God but don’t think He is talking to them… but maybe it’s like the story of Samuel. Maybe God is trying to talk but we don’t understand the voice we are hearing is God’s voice. 
#3 Why didn’t Samuel recognize the voice to be God’s voice?
{1 Sam 3:7}
Samuel knew the Temple/the church. He knew the High Priest/the preacher. He knew Religion. These aren’t bad things but…  THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR KNOWING GOD!  And maybe that’s a problem in our age… we’ve substituted church services and ministries for a daily relationship with God.  We hear sermons about God, we sing songs about God, we have t-shirts about God… but never talk to him ourselves or listen for His voice.  

There is no substitution for knowing God’s voice.  “His sheep follow him because they know His voice.”
#4 How do you know it’s God’s voice?

#5 Tell us about a time you recognized God’s leading.
Eli had heard God’s voice before. He revealed to Samuel that the voice was the voice of God and he gave Sam the advice on what to say…  “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”
{Prayer}   
VISION – Ask God to reveal himself to you. Ask Him to speak to you in such a way that You know it’s Him… You recognize Him. 

When He does speak, and we believe He will, answer “Speak LORD, I am listening”
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (New International Version)


 1 The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 

 2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 
      Samuel answered, "Here I am." 5 And he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
      But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So he went and lay down. 

 6 Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
      "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." 

 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD : The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

 8 The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." 
      Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" 
      Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

John 10:3-4 (New International Version)

The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.
















