Tough Questions : How can I be sure the Bible is God's word?

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the first time you lied or were dishonest.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Scrutiny.  Can our faith stand up against scrutiny.  If your faith is real and true it should stand up against all scrutiny. If even a part of your faith is false, it should be quickly revealed with scrutiny and logical questions.  As Christians we shouldn’t run from scrutiny and logical questioning. We should not throw our hands up when someone talks science. We shouldn’t use faith as a blanket statement to avaoid tough questions.   We, as Christians, should understand the struggle of faith… seeing something you can’t see is perplexing. As Christians we need to be able to convey faith, that it is more than emotionalism, circular reasoning, and religious ritualism.   Here is a question we have to have answered…

How can I be sure the Bible is God's word?
#1 Have you ever asked that question? How does this question make you feel?

Remember: If the Bible is truly God’s Word then it should stand up to scrutiny…

#2 Is the Bible historically reliable?

#2 What does it look like when a person is courageous?
We read an amazing story in 1 Samuel 14. Jonathan, the son of King Saul and best friend to David the next and greatest earthly King of Israel, sets out to meet the enemy. He and his armor bearer go out to meet a garrison of Philistines.  2 against 20!  If we think logically, and we do… far too often, this is a pretty foolish thing to do.  We can’t find that God told them to do this, in fact Jonathan isn’t sure what will happen. He tells the armor bearer if they do this, we’ll do this and if they do this, we’ll do this… This doesn’t sound like too certain of a game plan.
A swat team will never just run into a dog fight. They study the logistics, lay outs and blue prints, they run reconnaissance to gather information, to learn about the enemy’s mindset, training, and weaponry. BUT HERE, we have 1 guy say to the other “Let’s go… Maybe God will work for us.” Maybe!?
#3 Is this an act of Courage or Stupidity? Is it both?
#4 Isn’t there always an aspect of foolishness in courage?  
#5 Is there a relation between courage and faith?
Sometimes we over complicate and over spiritualize Faith!  Courage is active faith. Courage is defeating fear and walking in faith. God doesn’t want you to live fearful lives! He wants you to be strong and courageous!
Jonathan and his armor bearer stepped out on a “Maybe.” “Maybe God will work for us.”  How amazing would it be if the people in this small group would step out like Jonathan and his armor bearer.  Is there a “Maybe” you need to activate? There is courage in you! There is faith in you!  There is power in you! 

#4 {Internal}Is there any area of your life that You need to show some courage in?  Perhaps you’ve been playing it safe or holding back… maybe it’s time to go for it!  {Prayer}
Vision:

LUKEWARM – We usually think… middle of the road, average, Follows God to a certain extent, Loves God to a point.  Usually that point breaks at convenience.

This week I want you to think about Lukewarm as cowardly. As in playing it safe and seeking comfort and being lazy!
 “Maybe God will work for us” is the phrase I want you to carry with you this week. As you meet every situation this week I want you to charge ahead with courage.  
Deuteronomy 31:6 (NIV)
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you."
1 Samuel 14 (The Message)
 6 Jonathan said to his armor bearer, "Come on now, let's go across to these uncircumcised pagans. Maybe God will work for us. There's no rule that says God can only deliver by using a big army. No one can stop God from saving when he sets his mind to it." 

 7 His armor bearer said, "Go ahead. Do what you think best. I'm with you all the way." 

 8-10 Jonathan said, "Here's what we'll do. We'll cross over the pass and let the men see we're there. If they say, 'Halt! Don't move until we check you out,' we'll stay put and not go up. But if they say, 'Come on up,' we'll go right up—and we'll know God has given them to us. That will be our sign." 

 11 So they did it, the two of them. They stepped into the open where they could be seen by the Philistine garrison. The Philistines shouted out, "Look at that! The Hebrews are crawling out of their holes!" 

 12 Then they yelled down to Jonathan and his armor bearer, "Come on up here! We've got a thing or two to show you!" 

 13 Jonathan shouted to his armor bearer, "Up! Follow me! God has turned them over to Israel!" Jonathan scrambled up on all fours, his armor bearer right on his heels. When the Philistines came running up to them, he knocked them flat, his armor bearer right behind finishing them off, bashing their heads in with stones. 

 14-15 In this first bloody encounter, Jonathan and his armor bearer killed about twenty men. That set off a terrific upheaval in both camp and field, the soldiers in the garrison and the raiding squad badly shaken up, the ground itself shuddering—panic like you've never seen before! 

Revelation 3:16 (NIV)

16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.
