Tough Questions : Testing/Tempting God      

·  GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  There should have been a sequel to… (Name movie)
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Can our faith stand up against scrutiny?  The last 3 weeks we asked tough questions.  Questions that some people avoid or throw blanket statements at rather than really answer.  “Is the Bible the Word of God”,  “Why do bad things happen to Good people”, and “How can you say Jesus is the only way” have all been answered by us in this room. This should empower us to help others with their tough questions.
#1 What is the difference between Testing and Tempting God?  Is it wrong to test or tempt God?

#2 Isn’t there a contradiction between Matt 4 which says ‘Don’t test or tempt God’ and James 1 that says ‘God can’t be tempted’?  Doesn’t the Bible say we should “Test all things?”
Let’s learn a lesson here.  Anytime you are faced with a contradiction, be prepared to dig deeper to find the answer.  Most so called “Bible Contradictions” are caused by people who only look at the surface level. Be prepared to dig deeper into context  and if needed actual translation. Our answer here is not surface level… Let’s dig.  Let’s take a look at BlueLetterBible.org… (Below)
When Jesus references “Tempting/Testing” God he is referring to what the Children of Israel did in Exodus 17. What they did was put up a road block to God’s destined purpose for them.  They were quarreling with Moses, who God had placed over them. They were ready to stone Moses!  They were Tempting God… as in making Him work around their roadblocks.

#3 Given this context, what is Jesus really saying in Matt 4?

It would have been a roadblock for Jesus to throw himself off the highest point of the temple.  He would have been creating a situation that God would have worked around to miraculously save Him.
#4 What would be situations that we put up roadblocks between us and God’s destined purpose for us?
#5 Is it tempting God to ask Him a question, or ask him to prove himself or His Word?

No! Read about the following stories… Moses and the Burning Bush, Gideon Fleeces God, Doubting Thomas... There is nothing wrong with asking God to confirm things, HOWEVER as you grow in relationship with God you shouldn’t need Him to constantly confirm. You should get the point where you recognize God’s voice and respond in obedience.
<Prayer>


We really dug deep into the word tonight, Past the words on a page… into context and even language. Remember, many so called “Bible Contradictions” are caused by people only looking at the surface of scripture.  There are dishonest people who will attack weak Christians with cleverly crafted questions knowing they can’t or won’t go past the surface to find the answer.
Vision:  This week answer a tough question for yourself. How can God say “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13) but he commanded the children of Israel to exterminate the entire city of Jericho (Minus rahab’s fam) in Johua 6.
Hint: Use www.BlueLetterBible.Org to look up Exodus 20:13.  Look into the concordance (The Square C button) and then click on “Strongs” (h7523) for the definition. 
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 (NIV)

21Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.
Matthew 4:5-7 (NIV)

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: 
   " 'He will command his angels concerning you, 
      and they will lift you up in their hands, 
   so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" 

 7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 

Matthew 4:5-7 (KJV)

 7Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.

James 1:12-14 (NIV)
13When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.
www.BlueLetterBible.org
Matthew 4:7 – Tempt : Greek Word  ekpeirazō

Ek means “Out of” or “From”

Peirazo can be used in a good and bad sense.

Good example = To try, attempt, endeavor


Bad example = To test your faith, to entice you into sin       Or in the case of Matt 4:7 

    To test one maliciously, craftily to put to the proof his feelings or judgments
James 1:13 – Tempt : Greek Word apeirastos
It means: that which cannot be tempted by evil, not liable to temptation to sin
Very different language is used in Matthew 4 and James 1 for the word tempted, but we had to dig for it.  Let’s dig further…  Jesus said in Matthew 4 “It is written” which means he was quoting from the Old Testament. We need to find a proper Context to fully understand…
Deuteronomy 6:13-16

13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face of the land. 16 Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah.


Ok… the context here is the 1st of the 10 commandments… There is 1 God and you should love Him… Deuteronomy 6 tells us how to love Him. “Do not test the Lord your God as you did at Massah” is a part of how we Love God… but what is Massah?  We have to dig further… The reference is found earlier in scripture.

Exodus 17:1-7 (NIV)

1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink." 
      Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?" 

 3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?" 

 4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me." 

 5 The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"

Vision:  This week answer a tough question for yourself. How can God say “Thou shalt not kill” (Exodus 20:13) but he commanded the children of Israel to exterminate the entire city of Jericho (Minus rahab’s fam) in Johua 6.

Hint: Use www.BlueLetterBible.Org to look up Exodus 20:13.  Look into the concordance (The Square C button) and then click on “Strongs” (h7523) for the definition. 
