Cloud of Witnesses

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you finished something…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Last week we talked about completion. We are complete in Christ and nothing else… not material treasures, positions of power, or relationships can complete us.  When we have a feeling of lack (Like the rich young ruler in Mark 10) it’s not necessarily a bad thing. Our lack sends us on a search for completion, and on this search we can find God.

God has never done anything half way. He always completes… he won’t rest until the work is done!  In creation God worked each day on a particular & precise area… Note that He wasn’t all over the board but He limited himself to one specific area at a time! We could learn from that… we scatter ourselves and end up never completing.  God wouldn’t start a new creation project until He had finished it, inspected it and declared “it is good.”
#1 Why do people spread themselves to thin? Why do we always take on more projects rather than finishing…?

God spent 6 days creating. Only when He had finished did he rest.

#2 Do we rest enough? When we finish our projects do we take time to rest?  Why not?
Rest is important.  We should take them AFTER we complete things… not during!  

Ever start something and not finish? Doesn’t feel great… It’s bad. In fact, some people become defined by not reaching completion.
Jesus tells of a man who set out to build a tower, but he never completed it. He was mocked, he became defined as the guy that didn’t finish the tower. We know people that become defined as the divorcee, the out of work, the down on their luck, the alcoholic, the dream big but no results guy…
We start projects and they are usually great… we feel good.  Yet at some point things turn, it becomes difficult.  In marathon racing they call this “Hitting the wall.”  The runner is overcome with exhaustion both physical and mental. The body is telling the runner to quit… Your own body can be your enemy sometimes…

There is only 1 way to break through the wall…. Keep running.  When you hit the wall in your Christian, or in your finances or your job or relationships… Keep running.  

We are very much God’s project... He won’t rest until He brings us to completion.

#3 When will we become complete?

God is moving us closer to completion now, day by day through our relationship. Making us more like Jesus.

There is a moment when we will see Him and be made like Him! Completely like Jesus!

#4 How has God worked in your life to bring about completion.  Share… 

{Prayer}

VISION

If you are playing around and not getting anywhere in your life, on your job, in your faith… This is your wakeup call.
Go for it with everything you have… break through the wall and keep running.

PANCAKE PARTY NEXT FRIDAY – FLUITT HOUSE – 7 P.M.
Colossians 2:9-10 (NKJV)

9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 
10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.
Hebrews 12:1-2 (New International Version)

 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
Exodus 13:21 (New International Version)

21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.
Philippians 1:6 (New International Version)

being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.

More than a friend

In the quiet of my soul

In the stillness I hear Your voice call

And I am overwhelmed

And I am lost for words

To describe You


Jesus You’re more than a friend

Jesus You’re more than my heart

Could ev -  er  express

Your love and Your grace never fail me 

Your merciful touch always heals me

You  bring  joy  to  my soul


My heart longs to worship You my king

And I long to bring You a pleas - ing  offering

And I am overwhelmed

And I am lost for words

To describe You
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