Money Matters

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the first thing you ever bought…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Before we start in on money… How did our tough question go this last week?  The Bible says “Thou shalt not kill” but God clearly tells the children of Israel to destroy everything in the City of Jericho.  How can we reconcile this apparent contradiction?
(Thou shalt not “Murder” premeditated killings.)  [Don’t take too long, move on]
#1 Should the Church talk about money?  Shouldn’t we be talking about spiritual things instead?
What is the root of all evil?  The love of money is the root of all evil.  Money itself is not evil, which is often misconceived.  To love money, to hold money in high regard, to treat money as you would a friend will lead you away from faith and towards destruction.
#2 What’s so bad about loving money?  Don’t we all enjoy having money? How can loving money lead us from faith towards destruction?

We all have priorities, but you can only have 1 top priority.  You will forsake all other priorities to fulfill the #1 priority in your life.  If God is your priority it’s really great because he promises to help you with your other priorities.  God as my top priority helps me with my 2nd priority – My family.  My top priority teaches me love, forgiveness, patience, kindness, grace… God my 1st priority teaches me that I should love my wife and provide for my family.  By going after God as my top priority it actually blesses everyone around me because it makes me a better person.

THE SAME CANNOT BE SAID OF MONEY!  If money is your top priotity… you’ll steal, you’ll lie, you’ll hurt others, you’ll neglect your family and become a workaholic… all for the almighty dollar. 
#3 Would you say you think about money a lot?  Maybe you think about buying stuff or you worry about it?
#4 Materialism is a huge problem in the world today… What’s the Bible answer for materialism?

    The Bible instructs us to be content and thankful in every situation.
#5 Worry over money is also a bad problem… What’s the Bible answer for worry over money?
Hebrews 13 says "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  We must realize that our help doesn’t come from money…  In fact our money doesn’t come from our own strength… God gave us the strength to produce wealth.  It’s from God!
If it’s from God then we shouldn’t worry so much.  If it’s from God we should view it as a gift.  We shouldn’t just blow our money, we should spend our money as a treasured gift from God.  If it is a gift shouldn’t we love the giver more than the gift?

<Video> God Pie

As we close our discussion tonight.  I want you to think about Malachi 3:8-12.  It talks about robbing God… withholding tithes (10 % of your gross income) and offerings is the same as robbing God. 

I’ve seen a lot of people freak out over the subject of tithes and offerings.  At the end of the day, He was the one who brought us the pie.  If we love God more than money then we shouldn’t freak out… 
<Prayer>

Vision: Think about money this week, but don’t think about it being your money.  Think about tithes and offerings. If you aren’t you are actually missing out on a great promise of blessing.

1 Timothy 6:6-10 (NIV)
6godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Proverbs 22:7 (NIV)

the borrower is servant to the lender.
Hebrews 13:5-6 (NIV)

5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
   "Never will I leave you; 
      never will I forsake you." 6So we say with confidence, 
   "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 
      What can man do to me?"
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (The Message)
 17-18 If you start thinking to yourselves, "I did all this. And all by myself. I'm rich. It's all mine!"—well, think again. Remember that God, your God, gave you the strength to produce all this wealth so as to confirm the covenant that he promised to your ancestors—as it is today.
Malichi 3:8-12 (KJV)
 8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 
      "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' 
      "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.

Beautiful Jesus

Your Love oh God, dis-played for us 

As crimson covered over sinless hands 

Your majesty, for all to see 

In raging storms and quiet cloudless days. 


Beautiful Jesus, Beautiful Savior 

Nothing is greater, brilliant cre-ator, friend of mine 

Perfect in power, matchless in glory 

Nothing is greater, brilliant cre-ator, friend of mine 


Your powerful, a - bove this world 

The universe is under Your com-mand. 

Your glory shines, a holy light 

That leads our hearts to praise Your holy name is on our lips 


My lips will sing; my heart will bring   Praise to You the holy King 
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