Ugly Christians

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:
`



· ICEBREAKER:  What is a rude behavior you just can’t stand?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Last week we finished up our talk about money.  I hope we all have come up with serious game plans to become trustworthy with our wealth.

#1 What does the term Ugly American mean?
Ugly American is used to refer to perceptions of loud, arrogant, demeaning, thoughtless and ethnocentric behavior of American citizens mainly abroad, but also at home. While traveling or living abroad, they remain ignorant of local culture and judge everything by American standards.
#2 Is there such a thing as an ugly Christian?  

(Have you ever witnessed on in action?  Don’t name them but tell us about them.)
{Video}  (Comments?)
#3 Judgment begins at the House of God.  What does this mean?

It would be a misconception to think, because you are a Christian you get a free pass from judgment.  The house of God is God’s household… his family… the church.  We don’t get a pass on judgment, in fact, judgment starts with us.  The words we say, the actions of our lives, the things we should have done but didn’t… will be judged.
#4 Should Christians be held to a higher standard?  (Is it fair?)
The word Christian was originally used as a slander against 1st century believers in the city of Antioch in the 11th chapter of Acts.  It was a label of prejudice.  We can tell from Peter’s writing in 1 Peter 4:16 that people did in fact suffer because of the name Christian.  He told them not to be ashamed, but to rejoice that you are worthy to suffer for the name of Christ.

The word Christian means “Christ Like” or to be “Like Christ.”  The world could have named these believers in Acts 11 anything.  They could have called them anything that described their actions, lives, and belief system.  How about calling them crazy fanatics, Religious zealots, Pentecostal tongue talkers.  They could have named them after earthly leadership like Peter, James, or Paul.  They didn’t. Nor did they name them Baptist, Methodist, Catholic, Protestant, Charismatic, Luthran, Episcapalian, Evangelical, Emergent, Post modern, Contemporary, Traditional, Spirit filled… This list can go on and on. All the labels we use to describe the church today are sick!  

When the world saw the church, the church we read about in the book of Acts, only 1 word could aptly describe them. They were like Jesus Christ!  They healed people – Like Jesus. They spoke words that were true and full of life – Like Jesus. They gathered huge crowds and fed them – Like Jesus.  They were persecuted, hung on crosses, ridiculed and villianized, run through with sword and spear – Like Jesus.  They kept coming; they didn’t back down or compromise truth – Like Jesus Christ. 
They were called Christians because the life they lived centered on Christ and took on His likeness.  Today we have a lot of people calling themselves Christians who look and act nothing like Christ.
#5 Why do we have more people than ever professing Christianity and fewer living a Christian life?

#6 {Internal Question}  Have I been living a life that is truly centered on Christ?  Am I being conformed into His likeness?
<Prayer>
Vision: Not everyone understands Christianity and the tenants of faith and scriptural truth, but everyone knows what a Christian is to be and isn’t to be.
Be in awe of the word “Christian.”  Try to fulfill it’s true meaning. 
Realize that it was meant to be a slander, but ended up as the greatest compliment ever.
1 Peter 4:15-18 (Amp)
15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or any sort of criminal, or as a mischief-maker (a meddler) in the affairs of others [infringing on their rights].
16But if [one is ill-treated and suffers] as a Christian [which he is contemptuously called], let him not be ashamed, but give glory to God that he is [deemed worthy to suffer] in this name.

17For the time [has arrived] for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will [be] the end of those who do not respect or believe or obey the good news (the Gospel) of God?

    18And if the righteous are barely saved, what will become of the godless and wicked?

Here I am to Worship
Verse 1:

Light of the world

You stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes, let me see

Beauty that made this heart adore you

Hope of a life spent with you

Chorus:

Here I am to worship

Here I am to bow 

Here I am to say that you’re my God

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy

Altogether wonderful to me

Verse 2:

King of all days, oh so highly exalted

Glorious in heaven above

Humbly you came to the earth you created

All for love’s sake became poor

Bridge: 

And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross

And I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross
Love - "And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him" (1 John 4:16). Through Jesus Christ, our greatest goal is to do all things in love. "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails" (1 Corinthians 13:4-8). 

Joy - "The joy of the Lord is your strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:2). 

Peace - "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13). 

Longsuffering (patience) -- We are "strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" (Colossians 1:11). "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" (Ephesians 4:2). 

Gentleness (kindness) -- We should live "in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left" (2 Corinthians 6:6-7). 

Goodness - "Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power" (2 Thessalonians 1:11). "For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth" (Ephesians 5:9). 

Faith (faithfulness) - "O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth" (Isaiah 25:1). "I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith" (Ephesians 3:16-17). 

Meekness - "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Galatians 6:1). "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" (Ephesians 4:2). 

Temperance (self-control) - "But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love" (2 Peter 1:5-7).


















