Prison Break

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:
`



· ICEBREAKER:  What is the most boring thing you have sat through?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Sometimes in life we get stuck. People can go years, decades, or even entire lifetimes as prisoners.  We become prisoners to our past regrets and failures, our weakness, pride and greed, to addictions, lust, and shame… Some have been trapped so long that they don’t think it’s possible to be free.
#1 Have you ever known someone like this? What was it like being around them or trying to help them?
If you are trying to help someone who believes they can’t be helped… you will end up feeling just as helpless. Yes there are people who think they can’t be helped, don’t need help, aren’t worth helping… They think they are a lost cause.  We don’t believe in lost causes… We believe in the power of Jesus Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 
#2 Name us a few prison movies/tv shows that feature an escape or breakout.  {Escape from Alcatraz, Shawshank Redemption, The great escape, Prison Break…}

#3 Describe the basic escape from prison scenario… 
There’s always an elaborate plan that involves being very sneaky. Usually you make the break in the cover of night by crawling through a tunnel you have been digging for years.  You are narrowly avoiding the lights of the prison guards and you must stay hidden.
Compare that to how God breaks Peter out of Jail.  God sends an angel, peters chains fall off, his cell door opens, the gates of the prison open, the guards are totally asleep.  Peter, who will killed in the morning, doesn’t sneak out who is led out by an angel through the front gates.  In fact he is all the way out of prison before he realizes this is actually happening.  It seemed too good to be true…
God’s way of rescuing us is better than any of our attempts to rescue ourselves. 
#4 Tell us about a time you know God rescued you.
When God rescues you from jail, you end up like Joseph in Genesis 39 who became the 2nd most powerful man in Egypt.  When God rescues you from prison, the walls will shake like they did for Paul and Silas in Acts 16.  
#5 Is there a situation in your life from which you need rescuing? {We usually would ask this as an internal question, but today let’s trust each other enough to open up and share.  What’s said in here stays in here.} 

God wants to set us free not just break us out.  He wants to walk us out the front doors not sneak us out.

<Prayer>
The greatest rescue of all will come when Jesus comes back for us.  He will not sneak us out the back, but rather we will rise… those that are dead and those that are alive will rise to meet the savior in the air. We want you to know that this is the greatest rescue of all.  Only Jesus can rescue us from this world and that’s why it is so important for us to trust in him.   

Vision: If Jesus sets you free you are free indeed.  There isn’t a prison that can hold you.
Read about Joseph’s rescue in Genesis 39 and Paul and Silas’ rescue in Acts 16. God can rescue us just like this.
Acts 12:1-11 (NIV)
1It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. 2He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 4After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

 5So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 

 6The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 

 8Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. 9Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 

 11Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating." 

John 8:36 (NIV)

36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

How Great is Our God
How great is our God

Sing with me

How great is our God

All will see

How great, how great

Is our God
Name above all names

Worthy of all praise

My heart will sing how great

Is our God

Vision: Read about Joseph’s rescue in Genesis 39 and Paul and Silas’ rescue in Acts 16.


















