Allegiance

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your best friend growing up…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Sin. Sin is one of those words you say and the whole room gets quite. Sin is dark, sin seems to kill hope, sin brings a lot of guilt… Sin is just bad overall and has never done good for anyone. 
#1 What is sin? Describe it?
The common understanding is sin is anything that separates us from God.  Some people view sin as a list of things not to do. This thinking can lead us to live life like we are walking through a mine field… Avoiding sin missteps. 

#2 What’s wrong with this viewpoint?  (Where’s the relationship)
Rather than viewing sin as a question of avoiding booby traps, let’s view it as a question of allegiance.
Allegiance – the loyalty of a citizen to his or her government or of a subject to his or her sovereign. Loyalty or devotion.
Sin is a question of allegiance. “No man can serve two masters” and you are either with Jesus or against Jesus. When we sin we didn’t simply do something we shouldn’t have done… something on our NOT TO DO list… When we sin we break allegiance with God.  We are deciding for Jesus or against Jesus… It’s more than right or wrong. It really becomes relationship.
#3 What is repentance? (Turning away from sin and towards God)
Repentance is turning away from sin… but it’s a lot more than “I won’t do wrong again.”  News flash… we will do wrong again. Repentance is not… I feel bad, please forgive me. Now sure, contrition, feeling sorry, is a part of the process… but we want you to know that Repentance is placing your allegiance and loyalty upon Christ.

#4 God will let us come back into allegiance with Him… even after we have been total betrayers and backstabbers. Do you find this amazing? Talk to this group about repentance…

So we have talked about sin being a question of our allegiance toward God. Let’s talk about God’s allegiance towards us. We have all been disloyal towards God but He has always been faithful and just towards us.

At the end of the day, God is only the one in our lives that we can really count on. He remains our ally even when we are His enemy. When we give up on Him, he doesn’t give up on us. When we sin he allows us through repentance to come back to Him. No one is like this… only God.
When we do sin… we betray the one who cares for us the most. The one it would make the most sense to stay allied with, we become disloyal to through sin.

<Video>

#5 Why do we show loyalty to things that are destroying us?

We want you to talk to God for a few moments. An internal dialogue that only you and He hears is going to take place. We want you to talk to him about being loyal. If you aren’t in allegiance with God right now you need to repent. If you feel like you are in allegiance with God… how about renew your allegiance with Him. To many times we renew ourselves after we have sinned… why not renew yourself often. Isn’t that true allegiance?

(Silent moment) then (Let’s Pray a prayer of repentance/ allegiance)
{Prayer}

VISION

Live a life of Loyalty and Allegiance.
Matthew 6:24 (NIV)

 24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
Matthew 12:30 (NIV)

30"He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters.
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)

5Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
   "Never will I leave you; 
      never will I forsake you."
2 Timothy 2:11-14 (The Message)

If we die with him, we'll live with him; 
   If we stick it out with him, we'll rule with him; 
   If we turn our backs on him, he'll turn his back on us; 
   If we give up on him, he does not give up— 
      for there's no way he can be false to himself. 

 Repeat these basic essentials over and over to God's people.
















