Church

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:b   
· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about your first memory of going to church…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
[VIDEO – What is the Church?]


#1 What is the Church?
Maybe a better question is “Who” is the church? The Bible speaks of the church as though it were a living entity or perhaps a living organism. Yet when people in the 21st century refer to the church it is a place.  “I went to church, afterward I went to the mall.”  “Where do you go to church?” “Where is your church?”

#2 Is there a disconnect between the modern day understanding of the church and it’s God ordained role?  If so… why?

#3 What is the God ordained role of the church?
   [Teaching, Fellowship, Worship…Whatever you do – Jesus Name] - Colossians 3:16-17
#4 God has given special things to the church to “build it up” and prepare it for “works of service.”  What are they?  (Ephesians 4:11)
#5 Why be a part of the church?
Paul likens the church to a body. A body has different parts… these parts have different gifts and strengths… We will miss out on these gifts if we aren’t connected.  

1 Cor 12 says “members should have the same care one for another. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.”  You don’t see this anywhere else in the world.  Have you ever had great news but no one to celebrate with?!  Or how about sad news but no one with which to mourn…
Last Sunday was a huge day for Redemption Church.  We had our grand opening and we celebrated with a record crowd.  Our good friend Briggen Baker was baptized and it was awesome. It was a success and we all celebrated with smiles and laughter.  David Schaffer was a part of that day of celebration (SHOW PICTURE), but what we didn’t know is that the day prior, David’s father had suffered a heart attack and was left brain dead on a life support machine.  Even though David was in a time of mourning he rejoiced with those who rejoiced.
The following day Redemption’s ministry team took off their rejoicing party hats to sit with David as he turned off his father’s life support.  They mourned with those who mourn.
“Members should have the same care for one another.”  That is life in the Church!  When you are a part of the body, you aren’t alone… whether you rejoice or mourn.
If you are in a time of mourning, share that information… we will mourn with you, we will pray with you.  If you are in a time of celebration, share that information… we will rejoice with you and give God all the credit.  
As a small group I want to see us always growing in the area of caring for each other.  I want the world to see how we care and love and realize that we are followers of Christ. 
<Prayer>

Vision: BE THE CHURCH.  Not just at small group or Sunday Service… but all the time.  Be the Church.


Pray for those that mourn.  Tomorrow David is burying his father.

Matthew 16:15-19  (The Message)

 15He pressed them, "And how about you? Who do you say I am?" 

 16Simon Peter said, "You're the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 

 17-18Jesus came back, "God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn't get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I'm going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. 

 19"And that's not all. You will have complete and free access to God's kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven." 

Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV)
11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up
Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)
25Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
1 Corinthians 12:25-27 (NIV)

 25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 

 26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 

 27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

1 Colossians 3:16-17 (KJV)
16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.

