Promotion

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:s
· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a time someone helped you.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Last week we talked about “the Church.”  Not the Baptist Church, Lutheran, Pentecostal, Methodist Church… Not even Redemption Church… No, when we say Church we mean the Body of Christ!  There is nothing like the Church anywhere to be found in this world!  It’s a place where people care for each other, they rejoice and mourn with each other. People are welcome in the Church, regardless of skin color, economic and social standing, political viewpoint, a checkered past… all are welcome. We hope you are glad to be a part of the body of Christ!
In Acts Chapter 6 you have a group of younger people (teens) asked to help the local church in Jerusalem serve food to widows.  
#1. How do you think most people would respond to this request today?
A lot of people might think that this would be an unimportant task or not an elite position… that it was somehow beneath them. They would be wrong!  It is essential that the members of the body should care for each other.  By stepping up and serving food these young people were fulfilling a necessary element of the church.  That’s a big deal!
#2  Why do we designate tasks as small and big, unimportant and important? Especially when the said task is done for God?
We have record that these young people in Acts 6 who helped distribute food went on to do great things in a short amount of time.  Later in Acts 6 and 7 Stephen was brought before the sanhedrin, which was ruling group of Jewish priests.  Stephen told them about Jesus Christ in a powerful fashion and saw a vision of Jesus before becoming the first martyr. In Acts 8 we see Phillip in the city of Samaria telling them about Jesus.  The entire city repents, gets baptized, many sick are healed and demon possessed are delivered, there is rejoicing in the streets of the Samaria.

In one glimpse we see Stephen and Phillip doing tasks that seem like no big deal, and then in the next glimpse we see them speaking to influential people with power and winning an entire city to Jesus and working miracles. This didn’t take decades or even years… In a short amount of time it was like God promoted them to do amazing things.
#3 How did this happen? Why? Is there a scriptural principle? (Matthew 23:11)
The way up is down.  The way down is up.  Humility will always lead to promotion with God.  
#4 How is God’s plan for promotion different from the way the world promotes.

#5 Have you ever helped someone, but in the end felt as blessed as the person you helped? Discuss.
We are proud of this small group.  When someone needs help, this small group steps up.  When someone needs prayer, encouragement, or just a friend to listen, this small group steps up.  That’s what God has always intended the church to be. Last weekend we helped move Deborah into her new apartment.  Thank you for caring for others.
<Prayer>

Vision: Your servant-hood will lead to promotion!  Be quick to give, help, and care.
Acts 6:1-7  (NIV)

1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 

 5This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 7So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.
James 4 3:10 (NIV)
10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
Matthew 19:30 (NIV)
30many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

Matthew 23:11-12 (Message)
 11-12"Do you want to stand out? Then step down. Be a servant. If you puff yourself up, you'll get the wind knocked out of you. But if you're content to simply be yourself, your life will count for plenty.

Matthew 23:11 (NKJV)
11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.

1 Corinthians 12:25-27 (NIV)

 25That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another. 

 26And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. 

 27Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

