7 Sayings: Forsaken (4 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Without naming names tell us a time you were misunderstood or misunderstood others.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
We love the words of Jesus – Every word! We are looking closely at the Words Jesus spoke from the cross.. Q- What are the 3 sayings we have covered so far? [Father forgive them for they know not what they do, Today you will be with me in Paradise, Dear Woman behold your son – Son behold your mother]
Q- Have you ever felt forsaken or forgotten? Share how that felt and what you did to overcome it.
From the Cross Jesus cries “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” This has always been an interesting scripture that has caused a lot of questions.  Q- Do you have any questions about this scripture? Q- Why do you think Jesus said this? What do you think it means?
Matthew 27:46 tells us that about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Here, Jesus was expressing His feelings of abandonment as the sins of the world were placed on Him.  These were very real feelings. Remember in the garden when he prayed so hard that he sweated blood? He was praying to avoid this moment when the cup of sin would be passed to Him. Jesus was forsaken by God…

Q- The people misunderstood this saying of Jesus… what did they think he said?
Q- God says He will never leave us Nor forsake us… but then why was Jesus forsaken..?

God is Holy and sin is in direct conflict with holiness. Holiness and sin cannot occupy the same space.  

Because of sin, God had to “turn away” from Jesus. As Jesus was feeling that full weight of sin, He was experiencing a separation from God for the first time in His life. The Bible says Jesus became sin, he drank the cup of sin, and he tasted of the wage of sin – death.
Scripture is clear that Jesus Christ is God, the same God who spoke in Genesis 1. 

Q- Share some scripture that reveals Christ as God.   Q- If Jesus is God then how can He forsake himself?   It can be confusing to think he could forsake himself.  But we know that Christ had a dual nature – He is Fully God & Fully Man.  So this brings up some unique situations..

God, the alpha & omega, has no beginning or end, but baby Jesus has a birth date.

God needs nothing, never needs to eat or sleep… but the human body of messiah felt hunger & tiredness.

God, the eternal Spirit, can’t die but the man, the flesh and blood Christ, who takes on sin must die.

In order for Jesus to pay the full penalty of our sin he had to die. Because he died for us we can live forever… but in order for messiah to die, God who can’t die, had to withdraw His Spirit from the man.  In this moment the son who was born of Mary in Bethlehem was forsaken by His Father in heaven. BUT 3 days later the Spirit of God raised that body back to life… and we have the same promise Q- Questions about this?  Does this make sense?   
Jesus, the one person who should never be forsaken, was forsaken so that we would never be forsaken. The saying – “my God, why have you forsaken me?” is found in Psalm 22 and is a major prophecy about the messiah.  This scripture predicts messiah would be killed, pierced, & clothes cast lots for.  Him quoting Psalm 22:1 underlined the obvious fulfilment of prophecy, yet the crowd misunderstood…
Internal Q- Although the crowd mis-understood, he was forsaken for them. And not just them, but for us.  Jesus, You are God & we haven’t always understood… Thank you for the cross. We are accepted because you were forsaken. As we pray let us gives thanks to God for the Cross. {Pray} 
Vision:   You are not forsaken. You are accepted. #LISTENtotheCROSS   Easter 4.20  Good Fri 4.18
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 27:45-49 NIV 45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
Psalm 22:1-2 (NIV) 1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?  2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest.
Psalm 22:16-18 (NIV) 16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands and my feet. 17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me. 18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.
Deuteronomy  31:8 (NIV) 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Peter 2:22&24-25 (NIV) 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,”[f] but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
2 Corinthians 5:19 (KJV) ..God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself...
Vision:   You are not forsaken. You are accepted. #LISTENtotheCROSS   Easter 4.20  Good Fri 4.18
